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and, as I have said, I would like to see
no open season at all on wildlife.

Perhaps one day when we become a
little more civilised we may include the
necessary provisions in future legislation.

There is one clause in the Bill to which
the Opposition is completely opposed and
which we intend to vote against. This is
to be found on page 15 in subparagraph
(vil) of paragraph (h) of clause 23. If
this subparagraph is passed by the Cham-
ber it will mean that any wildlife officer
who suspects that an offence has been
committed or is likely to be committed
against the Act will have the right to
enter any private property. He will be
able to enter any person’s hack garden,
courtyard, or patic without a warrant and
search the area and seize the property.
We see this as an invasion of the citi-
zen's privaey.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That is provided
in quite a number of Statutes.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT; I am not so0
sure that it is.

The Hon. J. Heitman: It happens to be
provided in the Marketing of Barley Act.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: If it is it
does not mean that it is right, and we
should see just where we are going with
this type of provision. Perhaps there may
be occasions when it could be necessary
because of some serious crime having been
committed,

. The Hon. J. Heitman: It is provided for
in the fruit-fly baiting scheme.

The Hon. R, F. Clavghton: We are not
talking about the fruit-fly baiting scheme.
The Hon. J. Heitman: This Bill 15 not

tAnlélsua.l. The provision is in many other
ots.

. The Hon. G. ¢. MacKinnon: Let us say
it is not unique.

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: Perhaps it
1s not, but it is an added reason for us to
stop and see where we are going, because
the rights of citizens are gradually being
whittled away. Every time legislation is
introduced further restrictions are im-
posed which threaten the civil liberties
of people.

In this particular piece of legislation the
right Is being given to the wildlife officer
to enter a person’s private property—not
to enter his house, but to enter his back
garden, courtyard or curtilage as the
legislation states—and search for and
seize property, not because the person con-
cerned has committed any great crime
against the State, or because there is any
threat to the State, but merely so that he
can implement the provisions of this legis-
lation. While I cannot have any sympathy
for persons who may commit offences
against the Aect, I still feel we should con-
sider seriously as to how far we should go
mdintiringing the civil liberties of the indi-
vidual.
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Earlier tonight another Minister intro-
duced a Bill concerning radiation safety
which also contains a clause to provide for
entry to premises, However, the inspector
in that case has to first obtain a warrant,
Surely, if a warrant is necessary on a ques-
tion of radiation which could be a threat
to life, it is all the more necessary when
the offences committed under this Bill are
involved.

As I said, it is time we considered where
we are heading and examine just how far
we are prepared to go in reducing civil
liberties. There are people who subscribe
to the police State philosophy who say that
the civil rights of the citizen should be
sacrificed in the interests of the State and
no doubt they could adduce arguments to
try to substantiate that contention. How-
ever, most of us in this country are very
jealous of our civil liberties and are not
prepared to support their continued whittl-
ing away.

One of our most precious rights is the
right to privaey in our own homes and it
should not be eroded any further.

I nope the Government will demonstrate
that it shares the Opposition’s concern on
this matter by agreeing to delete the pro-
vision, The Premier in the famous Liberal
policy statement—

The Hon. J. Heitman: What page?

The Hon, 8. J. Dellar: Still not num-
bered.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: —had a full
page on the guarding of civil liberties. Yet
in this legislation is a further example of
the rights of the individual being threat-
erned. Therefore, as I have said, I hope the
Government will prove it shares the con-
cern of the Opposition and agree to the
deletion of the provision when we are in
Committee.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. V. J. Perry.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West—Minister for Education) [9.03
pam.]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 2nd Szeptember,

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 5.04 p.m,

fenislative Assenbly

Wednesday, the 27th August, 1975

The SPEARKER {(Mr Hutchinson) tack
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
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QUESTIONS (57): ON NOTICE
SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Public Playground: Cost Study

Mr TAYLOR, to the Premier:

(1) When will the costs of establish-
ing a8 public playground in 4 000
hectares of land north of Perth be
known?

(2) Was a feasibility study of the
costs of establishment held be-
fore a declsion was made to set up
a giant “public playground” in
4 000 hectares of land north of
Perth?

(3) If “Yes” will he table a copy oi
such study?

(4) If “No" was any assessment made
prior to agreement to purchase by
any officer of any Government de-
partment of the likely cost of the
establishment of such & “play-
ground”?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Because of the scale and long-
term nature of the proposals, the
total cost estimate is unlikely to
be prepared. It is more likely that
progressive estimates will be pre-
pared, as projects within the totai
concept, are decided upon,

(2) No. ©On reflection, the Member
will realise why such an approach
is not called for in a concept of
this kind. The important thing
is to have the land available for
posterity.

(3) Answered by (2).

(4) See answers to (1) and (2),

SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Consultation: Tourist Department

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Tourism:

{1} Was the Department of Tourism
or the Tourist Development Auth-
ority advised or consulted about
the Government’s intention to
purchase land north of Perth for
a public playground?

(2) Has a study been made of poten-
tial benefits for tourism in es-
tablishing a public playground
north of Perth?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) No.

SANTA MAR]IA DEVELOPMENT
Pyblic Playground: Car Parks

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
Is it correct that plans for a pub-
lic playground in 4000 hectares
north of Perth contain proposals
for car parking in five peripheral
areas?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

Detailed plans have not been pre-
pared for the 4000 hectare re-
serve. It would appear the Mem-
ber has confused the total reser-
vation of 4000 hectares with the
concept proposed for Mussel Pool.
‘The concept plan for Mussel Pool
used to illustrate possibilities
shows six areas for car parking.
Obviously any area attracting
large numbers of people will re-
quire some parking facilities.

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Car Parks: Petrol gnd Oil
Run-off

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Is he aware that petrol and oil
run-cff from parking areas con-
stitutes one of the most serious
forms of undergreund water pol-
lution?

(2) If “Yes" has hls department re-
ports of any such instances?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1> No. This has not been shown to
be a significant problem in the
Perth metropolitan region,

(2> No.

SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Public Playground: Lawn Planting

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urbkan Development and Town FPlan-
ning:
Does the plan for a public play-
ground in 4 000 hectares north of
Perth contain proposals for lawn
planting?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

Detailed plans have not been pre-
pared for the area.

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Chemical Fertilisers: Effect
on Underground Water

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

Is it correct that chemical ferti-
lisers used to establish lawns and
gardens, and chemical pesticides,
can cause underground water pol-
ution?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

Under conditions of gross misuse
of such chemicals pollution could
obviously be possible,
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URBAN LAND COUNCIL

Building Blocks: Cockburn,
Wanneroo, and Beechboro

Mr TAYILOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

(1) Will land purchased by the Urban
Land Council at Cockburn, Wan-
nerge and Beechboro be used for
residential blocks? '

(2) If so, when is it expected that thus
land will become available on the
market?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) ¥Yes.

(2) Depending upon agreement of a
programme between the State and
Commonwealth Government lots
in the Wanneroo Shire could be
developed by early 1976, Cock-
burn and Beechboro would re-
quire 2-3 years before servicing
could take place.

URBAN LAND COUNCIL
Building Blocks: Sale

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urhan Development and Town Plan-
ning:

(1) When will the first sales be made
of land acquired for residential
purposes by the ©Urban Land
Council?

(2) Who wilt he the selling agent?

(3) By what method will the land be
released for purchase?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Subject to agreement of z pro-
gramme between the State and
Commonwealth Governments—
early in 1976, unless an alterna-
tive source of development funds
is found.

(2) and (3) Decisions on these de-
tails have not been made.

SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT

Public Playground.: Effect on
Gunangaroe Mound

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:
Has the Metropolitan Walter
Bogrd been asked to commenti on
the environmential effects on the
Gnangara mound of proposals for
a public playground in the Santa
Maria area?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

The board is represented by its
officers on the study group inquir-
ing into the proposed Iand uses in
this general area.

(78)
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TRAFFIC

Pedestrian Qverway: Lawley
Street-Wanneroo Road

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Traffic:

(1) Will he state the date on which
the construction of the pedestrian
overpass at Lawley Street and
Wanneroo Road, Tuart Hill will
be commenced?

(2) If there is to be further delay will
he state the reasons therefor?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and {(2) Subject to final agree-
ment to the deslgn and sharing
of costs by the local authority,
which has agreed in principle to
the location and provided funds
in the 1975-76 Budeget, construc-
tion will commence next year.
Meanwhile, detailed design by the
Main Roads Department is pro-
ceeding.

VAM AND WEST AUSTRALIAN
GOLD DEVELOPMENT N.L.

Company Investigation

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is Vam registered as a company
or a foreign company in Western
Australia?

(2) If “¥es” will the Minister direct
inquiries to be made concerning
payments to Vam by W.A. Gold
Development N/L?

(3) In view ¢of the TDT programme
of 2ist instant will he direct that
an inspector he appointed to in-
vestigate the affairs of W.A, Gold
Development N/L, and/or Vam in
the interest of shareholders and
appropriate creditors?

(4} Will the Minister direct that an
inquiry be made into the records
of the mine’s tributers and the
batteries concerned to ensure that
such records are both complete
and accurate?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

(1) A company called Vam Limited
incorporated in Victoria which
was previously a “foreign com-
pany” in thils State is now a
“recognised company” in Western
Australia,

(2) No. West Australian Gold Devel-
opment N.L. is (from the records
filed with the Commissioner for
Corporate Affairs) a subsidiary of
Vam Limited. No complaint has
been received by the commis-
sioner fram Vam concerning pay-
ments by West Australian Gold
Development N.L. to Vam.
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A copy of such parts of the tran-
seript of TDT programme of the
21st Instant which relate to West
Australian Gold Development N.L.
has been requested from the Exe-
cutive Producer of the Australian
Broadcasting Commission by the
Commissioner for Corporate Af-
fairs.

Consideration of the Member’s re-
quest for the appointment of an
inspector on the basis of infor-
mation disclosed in that pro-
gramme cannot be given until a
copy of such transcript is re-
ceived.

I understand that guestions con-
cerning these records have heen
directed by the Member to the
Minister for Mines.

PRE-SCHOOL CENTRES

Bunbury, and Government Policy

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

(¢ ))

2)

3)

(4)
(B)

Mr
1)

(&}

€9)
(5)

Was the Minister correctly re-
ported in the South Waestern
Times of Tth August as having
stated that Bunbury was one of
the best equipped towns in the
State as far as pre-school centres
are concerned? -

Is it correct that Bunbury is not
likely to get a new pre-school
centre on any of its primary school
sites next year?

Is it State Government policy
that pre-school centres will be es-
tablished in areas where the
need for such facilities is great~
est?

If “No'" to (3), why not?

If “Yes” to (3), why is a pre-
school centre under construction
in the Bentley area when that
area is presently well served by
facilities for pre-schoolers?

GRAYDEN replied:
and (2) Yes.

The general policy is to estab-
lish pre-primary cenires on the
site of new primary schools each
year. Such sites are usually
located in developing areas where
there is a clear need for educa-
tional facilities. However, in
some areas, consideration might
need to be given to special eir-
cumstances.

Not applicable.

The pre-primary centre at Bent-
ley Junior Primary School will
enrol 50 five-year-olds, Analysis
of waiting list numbers at adja-
cent pre-school centres indicates
a clear need for a minimum of a

13.

14,

15.

further 50 places for flve-year-
olds in 1976. Within the school
district boundary is a State Hous-
ing Commission multi-dwelling
complex which alone will provide
an estimated 40 five-year-olds in
1976. Hence, in view of these facts,
the Bentley pre-primary centre is
unquestionably located in an area
of need.

SPIRITS
Alcohol Content

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Hesalth:

(1) Has the position of the aicoholic
content of spirits in this State
compared with the standard in
the other States recently been re-
V:ﬁ?:'d’ and if so, with what re-
sult?

(2) Is it proposed to introduce legis-
lation for this State to conform
to the Australian standard?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1} (a) Yes.
(b) No change.

(2) No.

POLICE

Gold and Drugs Racket:
Threals to Journalists

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Police:

(1) In reference to the article in The
Sunday Times of 6th July, 1975,
headed "“Gold, Drugs Racket
Police probe at W.A., Mine”, and
in relation to the allegation there-
in, “Journalists have been threat-
ened with physical violence . . .
unless they dropped their investi-
gations”, has the allegation been
investigated?

(2) If “Yes” to (1), will he advise
whether the matter is still under
observation or has an official con-
clusion been arrived at?

Mr QO'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Journalists allegedly involved
state that no such threats were
made.

Apparently this is just another
oneaof the phony allegations being
made.

GOLDMINING LEASES
4634 AND 4635

Eric Bernard Carnicelli
My T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:

Would he please indicate as far
as the records of his department
show the interest (of a proprietary
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type or simply a right to mine) of
Eric Bernard Carnicelli in gold
mining leases 4634 and 4635 (Yil-
garn Goldfield)—

(a} immediately subsequent fo
the withdrawal of tribute
agreement No. 1 of 1973,
withdrawn from registration
on 26th June, 1975;

() on 17th and 18th July, 1975;
and

(c) as of this date?
MENSAROS replied:

(a) to (¢) Eric Bernard Carni-
celli s not recorded as having
any interest or right to mine
in gold mining leases 4634
and 4635 (Yilgarn Goldfleld)
at the relevant dates.

However, E. B, Carnicelli Pty.
Ltd. was the purchaser of
48/96th shares in each Lease
by transfers lodged on 14th
May, 1975, but registered only
on 22nd August, 1975, with
&;g%ct. as from 13th August,

TRIBUTE AGREEMENT 1/73

Withdrawal of Registration
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Mines:

(1}

(2}

(1}

2)

Reference the tribute agreement
1/73 Yilgarn Goldfield approved
for registration on 19th July, 1973
and withdrawn from registration
(No, 1 of 1975 registered 10a.m.
27th June, 1975 would he please
advise under which clause in
the said tribute agreement was the
withdrawal of registration made
or whether the withdrawal of
registration was effected pursuant
to section 120 or section 128 of the
Mining Act, and by what party,
i.e., the lessee (W.A, Gold Devel-
opment) or the tributer (E. B.
Carnicelli) ?

Would he please table the papers
which initiated the withdrawal of
this tribute agreement?

MENSAROS replied:

Tribute agreement No. /1973
withdrawn by mutual consent of
the lessee West Australian Gold
Development N.L. and the Tribu-
ter Eric Bernard Carnicelli by
withdrawal No. 1/75 lodged at
Southern Cross on 14th May
1975 and approved by the warden
on 27th June, 1975.

Copy of withdrawal No. 1/75 will
he tabled for one week tomorrow,
or at the first opportunity.

17,

18.
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WEST AUSTRALIAN GOLD

DEVELOPMENT N.L.
Annual Returns

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

a1y

(2>

)

Mr
(1)

(2)

Further to question 23 of 20th
August, 1875 relating to the
statutory annual returns of a
company having a share capital
and referring to West Aus-
tralian Gold Development N.L.
for the past three years, is the
Commissioner for Corporate Af-
fairs satisfled that the statutory
obligations imposed upon the com-
pany have been duly and properly
discharged, having regard to the
fact that on information supplied
by Parliamentary answer on 19th
August, 1975, during the period
August 1972 and July 1975
through the Marvel Loch State
hattery gold from Fraser’s mine of
which the said company is re-
ported to be the registered pro-
prietor in the order of 180.379
kilograms was won but yet the
said returns do not specifically
refer to Fraser’s mine, or to any
F{},but.e agreement in respect of
it?

If “Yes” would he explain in view
of the above how such satisiac-
tion is arrived at?

If “No” what action is contem-
plated?

O'NEIL replied:

The Commissioner for Corporate
Affairs is satisfled that West Aus-
tralian Gold Development N.I.
has, for the years 1972, 1973 and
1974, met the statutory obligations
imposed upon it in relation to the
lodging of annual returns and ac-
counts under section 158 of the
Companies Act, 1961,

The accounts which accompanied
each of those annual returns have
been audited.

The ninth schedule to the Com-~
panies Act, 1961-1973 whilst re-
quiring classes of assets and liabi-
lities to be distinguished does not
require a company to identify
each asset and does not require
8 company to identify a particular
source from which it derived in-
come,

Answered by (1).

(3} Not spplicable.

Mr

POLICE
Gold Thefts

T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Police:
(1) Further to my question 9 of 19th

August last, would he please ad-
vise how many, if any, cases of
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gold or gold matter have been
confiscated by members of the
gold stealing detection staff dur-
ing the past three years where
charges against the persons con-
cerned have not been lald or
where prosecution proceedings
have not been commenced?

In each instance would he also
advise the name of the centre
(town) where confiscation was
effected and the approximate
open market value of the gold
content?

O'CONNOR. replied:
One.
Kalgoorlie. Approximately, $1.00.

FRASER'S MINE

Gold Specimen Stone: Value

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:

Apart from ore from Fraser's
mine at Southern Cross which has
been crushed or treated through
a battery during the past three
yvears, what has been the value
{open market price) of gold speci-
men stone won and disposed of
as such during the period from
the said mine?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

I am advised by the Mines De-

partment as follows—
.09 kg of fine gold contained in
specimen stone valued at ap-
proximately $1 000 has been re-
ported in the correct form and
shown in the Mines Depart-
ment statistics.
A further 5.8kg valued at ap-
proximately $21 000 reported by
letter will he incorporated In
the official statistics when the
correct forms are obtained.

FRASER'S MINE
Gold Theft

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Police:

(¢ })

(2)

Would he confirm that on or
ahout 4th August, 1974, certain
persons who were then inter-
ested in acquiring by purchase an
interest in the goldmining leases
comprising Fraser's mine at
Southern Cross, reperted their
misgivings re the official produc-
tion figures then current for
Fraser’s mine, to the gold steal-
ing detection staff at Kalgoorlle?

If “Yes” to (1) would he please
advise what action, if any, was
taken as a result of the com-
plaint?

21.
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(1)
(2)

QO'CONNOR replied:
Yes.

Inquiries made—no foundation
to the complaint.

GOLDMINING LEASES 4634

Mr

AND 4635
Transfer of Mining Rights
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Mines:

n

2)

3

4)

(5

(6)

Mr
n

2

—r

(3}

4)

(5)

Has a transfer for the sale of
proprietary mining rights in gold-
mining leases 4634 and 4635—Yi]-
garm Goldfield—been lodged with
his department?

If “Yes” on what date was such
transfer lodged and by what party
to the said transaction?

Would he please name the parties
to the transfer agreement and the
consideration expressed therein?

Wauld he please table a copy of
morigage agreement No. 1 of 1873
between William James Grace and
West Australian Gold Develop-
ment NL.?

With reference to question 23 of
20th August, 1975, would he please
table a copy of the return (pur-
suant to regulation 216) for the
manth of November 1974 rela-
tive to goldmining lease 4635
(Yilgarn Goldfield) and also
copies of the returns for gold-
mining leases 4634 and 4635 sub-
mitted subsequent to the said
November 1974 returns?

Would he please furnish a sched-
ule indicating as near as possible
at monthly periods the price of
gold as sold by the Australian
Gold Producers Association since
%1% ?including June 1973 to June

MENSAROS replied:
Yes,

Lodged at Southern Cross on 14th
May, 1975, by Kenneth James
Mellet a Director of E. B. Carni-
celli Pty. Ltd.

West Australian Gold Develop-
ment N.L.—Vendor.

E. B. Carnicelli Pty. Ltd., H,
Davies Mining Pty. Ltd, Pur-
chasers.

Consideration expressed in agree-
ment $336 666.74.

Copy of mortgage 1/73 between
William James Grace and West
Australian Gold Development N.L.
is tabled for one week.

Copies of returns for goldmining
lease 4634 submitted subsequent
to the return for November, 1974,
are tabled for one week,
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No returns have been lodged for
goldmining lease 4635 in the
period referred to.

(6} A schedule accordingly is tabled.

The documenis were tabled for one
week (see paper No. 333).

FRASER'S MINE
Companies Office Investigation

Mr T. D. EVANS, o the Minister
for Police:

(1) Would he confirm that during the
period 16th/17th May, 1974 or
thereabouts a police officer at-
tached to the then Companies
Office In the company of a police
officer then stationed at Southern
Cross inspected Fraser's mine at
Southern Cross?

If “Yes” did the first mentioned
officer submit a report or make a
record of his observations at and
down the said mine?

Mr O’CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Yes,

)

HOSPITALS
Staff: Medical Examination

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Is it correct that nursing staff and
office staff employed at a public
hospital are required to undergo
a medical examination (at their
own cost) and an X-ray examina-
tion prior to being so employed?

Is it also correct that all other
staff Including domestics and
orderlies are not required to
undergo such examinations?

If the answer to (1} is “Yes” why
should not the cest of the medical
examination be borne by the em-
ploying authority?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) This applies in respect of most of
the teaching hospitals but not
uniformly in all hospitals.

This is the situation as a general
rule.

It is the applicant’'s responsibility
to satisfy the employer as to medi-
cal fitness.

{2)

3

2)

(3)

IMMIGRATION

Building Company Nomination Scheme

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Immigration:

(1) Has the migrant housing nomi-
nation scheme been reintroduced
in Western Australia?

25.

26.
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(2) If s0, would he table a copy of
the conditions governing the
scheme as relntroduced?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Yes,

(2) A copy of the conditions is tabled
herewith.

The document was tabled (see paper
No. 340,

CLOTHES AND FABRICS
(LABELLING) ACT

Implementation

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:

(1) On what date was the Clothes
and Fabrics (Labelling) Act pro-
claimed?

(2) Have inspections heen made to as-
sess the acceptance of this Act
by the trade?

(3) What follow-up or
action is being taken?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) The Clothes and Fabrics (Label-
ling) Act was proclaimed on the
8th February, 1974.

(2) Yes.

(3) Regular checks will continue to
be made to ensure that the Act
and regulations are complied with,

on-going

BUILDING INDUSTRY
Construction Safety Regulations

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:

(1) From 1st July, 1974 to 30th June,
1975 how many employers have
been prosecuted for breaches of
the Construction Safety Act and
Regulations?

What are the details of such
breaches and results of prosecu-
tion?

How many fatal and nonfatal
accidents were reported by em-
ployers as provided under the Act
for the period above?

How many meetings of the Con-
struction Safety Advisory Com-

mittee were held in the 12
moenths' period?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) 19.
(2) 28 charges were laid which re-

suited in convictions and con-
sisted of—

11 for failing to notify com-
mencement of work.

5 for failing to comply with
written directions.

&3]

(3)

4)
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5 for failing to provide guard
rails,

5 for failing to provide public
protection.

1 for failure to notify an acci-
dent.

1 for failing to display a warn-
ing sign.

2 charges were dismissed and 2
charges are pending a deci-

sion.
(3) 2 fatal and 78 non-fatal.
(4) 9.
EANGAROOS

Licensed Shoofers

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) What was the number of licensed
kangaroo shooters in Western
Australia when the export ban
ont skins was implemented?

What is the current number of
licensed shoofers?

Is it intended that the number of
licenses be now increased 85 &
result of the lifting of the ban?

Is it a fact that “since thz ban,
kangaroo numbers had been
building up in areas where shoot-
ers had reduced operations”, as
reported in The West Australian
of Monday, 25th August?

If the answer to (4) is “Yes”
what action is intended to rectify
this situation?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

{1) The number of licensed kangaroco
shooters operating under the red
kangaroo management programme
at 1st March, 1973, was 51, plus 6
station owners with restricted
licenses.

51 shooters are currently licensed
under the red kangarGo manage-
ment programine,

No.
Evidence suggests otherwise.
Not applicable.

BANANAS

National Markeling Development
Scheme

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that the Australan
banana growers council has re-
ceived an exemption from section
45 of the Trade Practices Act
1974 and consequently the
national banana marketing devel-
opment scheme has recommenced
operation in all capital city mar-
kels except Perth?

2)

(3}

4

(5)

2}

@)
4)
5

29,

30.

(2) Is there any known impediment
to the introduction of the scheme

at the Perth markets?

Are there likely to be advantages
to the Western Australian banana
industry if the scheme were to be
introduced at the Perth markets?
QLD replied:

to (3) This information has just
been received and the position

with respect to Perth is being
examined.

3)

Mr
)

FRASER'S MINE
Gold Theft

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Police:

I refer to question 9 of 19th Aug-
ust last and question 18 of 27th
August (if applicable) and ask—
{a) does the gold stealing detec-
tion staff suspect that any of
the gold-bearing matter re-
ferred to in the answers to
the above questions was de-
rived from Fraser’s mine at
Southern Cross; and

even if there are no real
grounds for such suspicion,
having regard to the physical
qualitles of the gold-bearing
matter would it be possible
for such material to have em-
anated from Fraser’s mine?

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:
(a) and (b)Y No.

(h)

TOWN PLANNING

Kalgoorlie Shopping CompleT:
Rezoning

Mr T. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

{1) With regard to his recent deci-
sion to permit rezoning of por-
tion of Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie,
to enable an extension of the
plaza shopping complex to take
place, will he please advise the
date of the decision and whether
it is appeealable?

Is he aware of the content of the
second paragraph of a letter of
date 5th June, 1975 sent by the
Secretary of the Town PFlanning
Board to the Town Clerk, Kal-
goorlie (reference 653/11/3/2)7?

Would he please outline the “fur-
ther” sound planning reasons
from the council which demon-
strated to him a justification for
approving of the rezoning?

Is it not true that in reply to a
Ietter from him of date 18th July,

2

3

(4)
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1975 the Town of Ealgoorlie con-

fimed—

(a) that it stil) wished to proceed
with the rezoning; and

(b} that if the rezoning was to
go forward the council would
only allow an expansion of
}mt more than 25000 square
eet?

Is it true that the matters ralsed
in (4) (a) and (b) were his own
suggestions and councll merely
confirmed them?

Did he resard the
views with regard to
and (b
“further
sons"'?

What guidelines have been
adopted by MRPA with regard to
the ratio that should be sought
in terms of retail floor space per
head of population?

What is the estimated ratio re-
ferred to in (7) above linking Kal-
goorlie and Boulder retail floor
space glohally as of this date?

RUSHTON replied:
(a) 19th August.
(b) No.

Yes.

The request for further sound
planning reasons was based upon
the presumption of the conslruc-
tion of a number of shops on the
proposed zoned land. Turther
investigation showed that this
presumption was not the case
angd hence the requirement lapsed.

(a) and (b) Yes.
Yes.

No, only confirmation of council’s
wishes to proceed.

The Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority retail shopping
policy is still under considera-
tion.

(8) 20 square feet per capita.

TRAFFIC ISLANDS
Fitzgerald Street, Northam

Mr McIVER, to the Minister for
Traffic:

(1) Would he advise the total cost
of installing traffic islands in
Fitzgerald Street, Northam?
As the Northam Town Council
has advised the Main Roads De-
partment to remove the islands,
when will this work be carrled
out?

What cost will be involved to
remove the islands and the spec-
ial tape befween the islands?

(5

6 council’s

4) (8)
above as constituting
sound planning rea-

¥

8

Mr
(1)

(2)
3)

4)
(5)
(6>

M

@)

(3>

32.

33.
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Mr
(1)
2

O’CONNOR replied:

$1 342,

The council has now requested
a deferment untjl further notice.

(3) $120.

TRAFFIC BRIDGE
Spencers Brook

Mr MCcIVER, to the Minister for

Transport.:

(1) Will a8 new traffic bridge be con-
structed over the Avon River at
Spencers Brook this financial
year, as indicated to me in my
question of 1st August, 19747

(2) M “Yes" when will work com-
mence and what will be the ap-
proximate cost?

Q'CONNOR replied:
Yes,

During the week beginning Ist
September—§145 000,

)
@

RATLWAYS

“Prospector” Service!
Cancellation

Mr McIVER, to the Minister for

Transport:
As the cancellation of the “Pros-
pector” from Northam to Perth
on Friday, 22nd August, caused
inconvenience to many of the
public, especially those with
hooked medical appointments,
what acticn does the Railways
Department contemplate to avoid
a repetition when schools break
up for the Christmas vacation?

O’CONNOR replied:

Cancellation of the Friday Merre-
din-Perth “Prospector” service
prior to the commencement of
the August school holidays was
caused by special arrangements
made to convey children from the
Northam and Merredin High
Schools back {o their homes from
the Inter-high school sports on
Friday 22nd August.

This resulted in the non-availa-
bility of cars to work the return
of the mnormal Merredin-Perth
Friday service.

Advance advice of the altered-
service was published in both city
and country newspapers.

The same situation does not arise
at Christmas and as in the past,
the Rallways Department will pro-
vide a service consistent with traf-
fic offering and to the extent of
its abllity to supply rolling stock
to meet the demand.

However, should any alterations
to services be necessary they will,
as is usual, be publicised.
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NORTHAM REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

Permanent Care Cenire

Mr McIVER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

In view of the generous alocation
of funds to Western Australia for
medical services from the Austra-
lian Government, will the Minis-
ter advise if the permanent care
centre at the Northam Regional
Hospital will be reconstructed?

If “No"” would he give reasons
why?

Mr RIDGE replied:

34.
o)
2)
1)
35.

and (2) At the present time the
Minister is not aware of a gen-
erous allocation from the Federal
Government towards the hospital
development programme. Advice
is that $108 000 000 is to be allo-
cated between all States.

No decision in relation to Nor-
tham or any other new hospital
project can be made until the
State’'s loan allocation is deter-
mined and the smount and de-
tails of the Federal Government's
allocation to Western Australis
are known.

WATER SUPPLIES

Bedfordale Rural Zone: Survey

Mr

TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Mines:

With respect to his answer to my
question (2} of Thursday, 2ist
August, regarding the Bedfordale
special rural zone (amendment
No. 25 to town planning scheme
No. 1 of the Shire of Armadale-
Kelmscott) will he table—

(a) any report which may have
been conveyed to the Shire
of Armadale-Kelmscott at
request and upon which any
premise that adeguate water
for domestic purposes is
most likely available in
aquifers upon each lot, may
have been based;

a plan of the zone showing
the position of any known
holes drilled for, or bores
producing, water together
with a note Indicating age,
approximate depth of each,
potability and reliability of
flow;

a short gloSsary of the most
important investigations and/
or reports undertaken from
time to time which the de-
partment feels confirms its
apparent opinion that water
will most probably be avail-
able in sufficient quantity

1)

(3]

36.

Mr

and with sufficient re_gqlarity
to provide for anticipated
domestic use on each lot?

MENSAROS replied:

(a) There is no report as such.
The only written communica-
tion between the Geological
Survey Branch and the Ar-
madale-Kelmscott Shire was
a letter dated 23rd December,
1974, a copy of which Iis
tabled. In addition the sur-
vey had discussions with a
representative of the shire,
but it was not stated that
adequate water would be
available on each lot—rather
it was emphasised that this
could only be proved by drill-
}ng and test pumping on each
ot,

(b) The Geological Survey Branch
has a record of only five bores
the vicinity. The only
known information is as
follows—
(i) Abandoned at 53 feet
on hard rock,
(ii) Abandoned at 36 feet
on hard rock.
(iii) Water at 20 feet.
(iv) Depth 70 feet.
(v} Depth 63 feet.
The approximate position of
these bores is shown on the
tabled plan.
(c) The survey opinion as to the

availability of water in this
area is based on general
hydrogeological knowledge.

The documents were tabled (see paper

No,

Mr
1)

(2)

(&)

Sir
(1)
(2}

341).

PAY-ROLL TAX
Exemption

MAY, to the Treasurer:

What is the current amount of
general exemption provided under
the Pay-Roll Tax Assessment
Act, 19717

How long has the current amount
had application?

As a tradesman's weekly wage
has increased in excess of 100%
since 1972, has consideration
been given to increasing the
general exemption?

CHARLES COURT replied:
$20 300 per annum.

Since the commencement of the
operation of the Pay-Roll Tax
Assessment Act on 1st September,
1971,
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(3} This is under consideration, but jt

presents even greater problems to
us today than it did to our pre-
decessors when in office, and who
rejected approaches for inctease
in the general exemption.

JUMEO STEEL WORKS
Meetings and Site

Mr TAYLOR, to the Premier:

As in reply to my question 22
of Wednesday, 20th August, the
Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment advised that the Govern-
ment would be associated at least
in part with talks scheduled to
take place in Perth next month
as between members of a consort-
fum considering the feasibility of
establishing a jumbo steel mill in
Westcrn Australia, would he use
his good offices to ask of the con-
sortium members that they at-
tempt to make time available to
meet with representatives of the
Shires of Kwinana and Rocking-
ham and the Town of Cockburn
so that the wvarious interests and
points of view of the local
authorities in this area may be
presented?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

It is understood that members of
the consortium will be considering
the economic feasibility study,
which their technical group has
undertaken, at its meeting in
Perth and Melbourne next month,
There will be some discussion with
Government representatives on
the general conclusions.

I believe it will be premature to
ask the consortium members to
consider, in detail, the particular
matters of interest and cancern in
a specific area, such as Cockburn,
Kwinana and Rockingham.
However, I can assure the Mem-
ber that the Government will ar-
range for such discussion as he
suggests as soon as the consortium
advises it considers a steel plant
on the Western Australian coast
is feasible, and wishes to examine
the alternative sites in depth with
all interested parties.

WATER SUPPLIES

Bedjordale Rural Zone: Deparimenial

Objection

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) With respect to the Bedfordale

special rural zone (amendment
No. 256 to town planning scheme
No. 1 of the Shire of Armadale-
Kelmseott), did the MWSSD
Board lodge an objection to this
proposed subdivision?

39.

(2)

(3}

@)

(5}

(6)

Mr
(8%

2}
3

4)

Mr
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On what grounds and for what
reasons were objections lodged?

Has the department expressed, in
any way, reservations as to the
likelihocd of adequate water re-
sources for domestic purposes be-
ing available on site on all or the
great majority of the lots pro-
posed?

Did wording included in any ob-
jeetlon lodged by the department
seek to convey or appear to con-
vey the thought that the depart-
ment—

{a) would not; and/or

(b) could not,

supply reticulated scheme water
to the zone?

Has the department made any
general assessment as to—

{a) cost; and/or
(h) practicability,

of extending scheme wafer to the
zone?

(a) If “Yes” to (5)(a), what
might be an approximate
cost?

(b) If “Yes" to (5)(b), how far is
the nearest scheme link cap-
acity to provide sufficient
water to the zone?

O’NEIL replied:

No.
Answered by (1).

The board has reiterated that a
reticulated water supply is not
proposed.

to (6) See answer to (3).

MIDLAND JUNCTION
ABATTOIR

Cattle Prices
H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(6}

2

&)

Was the manager of the Midland
Junction Ahattoir correct when he
stated over the radio on Friday,
22nd August, that prices being
paid at beef cattle sales in the
Eastern States exceed the price
being paid for comparable stock
in Western Australia?

If so, on how many occasions in
the past three weeks has cattle
s0ld at Midland been below prices
paid in the Easiern States?

By how much has the price paid
in Western Australia trailed be-
hind Eastern States prices on
each of these occasions?
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Mr OLD replied:
(1) to (3) The General Manager of

the Midland Junction Abattolr
Board has advised as follows—
In each of the past three weecks
cattle sold in some Eastern States
markets at higher prices than
Midland.

On the basis of the classification
of cattle yarded prices in some
Eastern States markets have aver-
aged $7-$10 per head above prices
in Western Australia.

MARGINAL DAIRY FARMS

ASSISTANCE SCHEME
Applications

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1)

2)

3

(4)

G}

(6)

How many applications for assist-
ance under the Marginal Dairy
Farms Assistance Scheme have
been received?

How many of these were success-
ful and how many were rejected?

What is the total amount of fin-
ance which was involved with the
successful applicants?

How many of the successful ap-
plicants hold market milk quotas?

How many successful applicants

come from the following areas—

(a) Pinjarra - Waroona - Harvey-
Brunswick;

(b} Busselton-Margaret River;

(¢} Manjimup-Northcliffe-Wal-
pole;

(d) Albany-Denmark?

On what date did the Government
receive the first instruetion that
applications for assistance under
the scheme would not be received
after 31st August, 19757

Mr OLD replied:

)

(2)

3

4)
(5}

334 applications were received to

15th August, 1975, from 221

farmers for various forms of as-

sistance available under this

scheme,

(a) Approved 249.

(b) Rejected 33.

(c) Withdrawn 6.

(d) Pending 46.

The amount of finance for success-

ful applicants totalled $2 488 335.

This does not include factory as-

sistance totalling $300000 for

changeover to handling bulk milk

suppiles.

128.

(a) Pinjarra - Waroona - Harvey-
Brunswick, 128 successful ap-
plicants;

(b) Busselton-Margaret River, 87;

(¢) Manjimup - Northcliffe-Wal-
pole, 25;

(d) Albany-Denmark, 9;
total, 249 successful applic-
ants.

(6) 21st August, 1975.

TOWN PLANNING

Bedfordale Rural Zone: Fire Brigade

Board Objection

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Lands:

With respect t0 the Bedfordale

special rural zone (amendment

No. 26 to town planning scheme

No. 1 of the Shire of Armadale-

Eelmseott)—

(a) did either the Fire Brigades
Board or the PBPush Fire Bri-
gade Board lodge any objec-
tion;

(b) if “Yes'” on what grounds
did either or both ohject;

(¢} what answers were given to
any such objection;

{d) does any correspondence or
any reports contain an obh-
servation by any responsible
officer of elther board indi-
cafing their agreement with,
or rejection of, any answer
offered to such objection;

(e) if “¥Yes” what were such ob-
servations?

Mr RIDGE replied:

Neither bhoard lodged any objec-

tions in eonnection with the Bed-

fordale special rural zone. How-
ever, the Superintendent of the

Bush Fires Board met Armadale-

Kelmsecoti Shire and town plan-

ning officers on 5th March, 1975,

to discuss fire safety on lots 510,

514 and 41T The shire council

planning officer informed the

Government, officers that council

had already approved conditions

as follows—

(1> The open space areas desig-
nated as equestrian areas,
passive recreation, buffers,
walking trails, etc., are to be
maintained as low fuel areas
by either parkland clearing
or regular prescribed burning
schemes.

(2) Bush areas within the subdi-
vided lots to be subject to
regular inspection by shire
fire control officers who will
institute a controlled burning
programme on a 3 to 5 year
rotation.

(3) The foregoing conditions to
be specifically in¢luded in the
town plan.
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This action was considered satis-
factory as such provisions at the
early stages of planning would
greatly enhance fire safety in the
area.

BEEF
Imports from Eastern States

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Which firms imported beef for

sale in Western Australia from
the Eastern States in 1975?

(2) Are any members of the Meat

Industry Advisory Committee as-
sociated in any way with any
of these firms?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2 This

information is
viewed as confidential to the im-
porters concerned and is hot
available to my department.

MIDLAND JUNCTION
ABATTOIR
Caitle Prices

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How many cattle have

been
yarded for sale at Midland in
each of the past three weeks?

(2) What percentage of the cattle of-

fered were within the grade
ranges set down by the Meat In-
dustry Advisory Committee to be
eligible under the minimum price
scheme in each of these weeks?

(3) What numbers of cattle were pur-

chased at the set minimum prices
in each of these weeks?

Mr QLD replied;
(1) August:

4-6—5 221
11-13—7 029
18-20—6149.

(2) August:

4-6—11.8%
11-13—8.1%
18-20—14%.

(3) The following numbers were pur-

chased at or above the minimum
prices—

August:

4-6—616

11-13—613

18-20—452.

MILK QUOTAS
Purchases

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1> Will he list the names of the in-

dividuals, firms or partnerships

(2)

1

)

who have purchased market milk
quotas from-—

(a) other producers,

(b) the Dairy Industty Auth-
ority,

since negotiability was intro-
duced?

What was the amount of quota
purchased in each transaction?

OLD replied:
{a) and (2} —
gallons
B. M. & M. Clifton, Bruns-
wick Junction e T

& J Boley, Busselton .. 68
R. M. Kitchen, Boyanup 180
MeCall, Coolup . e 30
. Scott, Elgin ... 96
L& J K. Davis, Harvey 14

& R. O. Maughan.
vey

G. P. M & M. A L
Yarloop . 64
J. Bett, Munduong M
D. G. Palmer Harvey

16) 30
0, Harvey 21
. M. Johnson, Harvey 36
Morablto Harvey 84
R.T. Harns Water-

. J.
. &
- R.

w§é&; Ewaﬁmgmmg
¥ £

& B HE+&m

-

=

J. E. Erith, Alba.ny 20
Gillingham, Denmark 23
E. M. Robinson, Nar-

e

2%,
o’
it
-3

Denma.rk 23
J. M, Bel}, Waterloo 18
1, Waterlao .. 10
M. Poller, Roelands 18
J. M. Fry, Benger ... 25
S, K. V,S8 E, G
D. T. Beva.n Bruns-
unction 44
. & L. A, Lang, Mundi-
P
D.

. &
J.

00 g> mero 2n P 0Zz0MN |
PRot gy =
ovntgei :
) b

J.

e

W

2
o)
Gy

—u

m&bgm
6q

. 28
argotich. Byford 58
Cumming, Byford 11
8 & G Skipper Pin-

ra 80

(b) and (2) —

M C Fry & Sons. Donny-
brook ... 62

R. R. Gulbert1 Bu.aselton .. 62
L.T, A T & L 8 Arm-

G o

et
8
=1

strong, Busselton ... . 10
A. A. Woodward, Busselton .10
R. G. Kemp, Busselton ... 10
B. W. Becker, Cowaramup ... 10
J. M. & C. P. Boardman, Bus-

selton .. . 10
H J & A E. Carter Bus-

selton .. 10
R.H,A J & J.M. Goldstone,

Cowaramup 10
J. A. & R. E. Johnson, Bus-

selton .. e 9
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45, WOOD CHIPPING 47. COUNTRY BUS SERVICES
fNDUtS;I'lEft . Subsidies
Environmenta otection ;
A Mr CARR, to the Minister for
Objections Transport:

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment: (1) Does the Transport Commission

1)

Have the Department of Conser-
vation and the Environment, the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority or the Environmental Pro-
tection Council any specific ob-
jectlons to the proposed woodchip
industry commencing in Weslern
Australia?

@)

pay any subsidy to country bus
services beyond that paid by the
Community Welfare Department
for carryving pensioners?

If “Yes” will he please advise the
extent of the subsidy to each bus
company in each of the last three
years?

(2) If “Yes” what are these objec- (3) Is he aware of any subsidies paid
tions? by local government authorities
{3) Does the Department of Environ- to bus companies in country

ment and Conservation of the
Australian Government have any
specific objections to the proposed

towns, and if so, will he give de-
tails of each for the last three
years?

woodchip industry commencing in
Western Australia?

If “Yes” to (3), what are these

Mr
1

(2)

O'CONNOR replied:

Yes,
(4)

1

3)

objections?

P. V. JONES replied:

and (2) The second interim re-
port of the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority stating its
position is currently in prepara-
tion and will be tabled after sub-
mission to Government.

The resolutions of the Environ-
mental Protection Council in re-
spect of the project are contained
in the Environmental Protection
Authority Interim report of 24th
August, 1973 ({(tabled paper No.
313 of 1973).

and (4) This question should be
addressed to the appropriate Fed-
eral Government Minister.

)

Siouth Hedland-Hedland Bus Ser-
vice:
Year ended June, 1973-—3$2 810
Year ended June, 1974—$2 990
Hedland bus lines:
Year ended June, 1975—$3 020.
Yes. Subsidies paid by loeal
authorities ftowards the losses
sustained by the bus operations
of the Eastern Goldflelds’ Trans-
port Board are—
Year ended 30/6/%3:
Town of Kalgoorlie—$3 450
Shire of Boulder-—=8&3 450
Year ended 30/8/74:
Town of Kalgoorlie—$5 109
Shire of Boulder—$5 109
Year ended 30/6/75:

46. TAXIS Town of Kalgoorlie—$8 900
New Regulations and Fares Sha_Dpl'Oii,imgtells‘Fi $8 900
- ire o oulder— ap-
%ramgaRR, to the Minlster for proximately

Further to his letter to me of

17th June—

(a)} have the draft regulations to
replace the appendices to the
Traffic (Taxi Cars) Regula-

48.

(exact flgures not yet avail-
able).

TOWN PLANNING
Bedjordale Rural Zone: Lots

tions been submitted to Cabi-
net as proposed;

if “Yes” what was the out-

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-

(b) ning:

come;
when is it anticipated that
new fares and charges for
Geraldton taxis will be gaz-
etted?

(c)

Mr Q'CONNOR replied:

(a) and (b} I understand that
these were approved by Exe-
tive Council this morning.

It is hoped that this will be
in the next issue of the Gov-
ernment Gazetle. If not they
Willkbe printed the following
week,

()

With respect to the RBedfordale
special rural zone (amendment
No. 25 to town planhing scheme
No. 1 of the Shire of Armadale-
Kelmscott)—

(1) How many lots is it proposed
to create?

What is the averape size of
each?

How many of such lots will
have conditions applying
which might enable them to
be described as “duplex
sites"”?

(2)

3)
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(4} Will such lots be approp_riate
for the use of strata titles?

(5) In those lots described as du-
plex would each separate
dwelling be required to have
an independeni—

(a) water supply of whatever
type;

{b) 20000 gallon or other
capacity tank;

(c) hore supply?

(6) Will prospective purchasers
of any lots—

(a) be required to satisfy
health authorities and
others hefore building
permit is issued that suf-
ficient quantities of water
for domestic purposes is
readily available on site;

(h) be permitted to begin
construction of  resi-
dences before it is known
that adequate water sup-
plies are in fact avail-
able on site;

(c) be permitted to remain
in full-time occupancy of
any such completed resi-
dences, inchuding du-
plexes, following any
failure to locate adequate
water supplies for domes-
tic purposes on any such
site?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) 103.
(2) 1 hectare.

(3) None, though the Council has
discretionary power to permit
a duplex development.

(4) Yes.

{5 No lots could be described as
“duplex” but if a duplex de-
velopment was permitted the
answers would be:

{a) and (b) Yes.
(¢) No,
(6) (a) Yes,

(b) No—they will be re-
quired to construct a
20 000 gallon tank.

{¢) No—answered hy (h).

WATER SUPPLIES
Rain Waler Tanks

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Further to my question 21 of 20th
August, 1975 under the circum-
stances described—

(i) as to average daily water con-
sumption; and

50.

61,

(i1} the length of season last sum-
mer without significant rain-
fall,

could he indicate approximate

number of days’ supply of water

as may be obtained from a 20 000

gallon rain water tank—

(a) in the event of usual con-
tinued average daily use; and

(b) In the event of prudent but
necessary average daily use?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(a) At the average daily consumption
rate of metropolitan consumers
(1.37 kl/day), 20000 gals (91kD
of water would last 65 days.

(b) On the basis that an average
family is 3.6 persons requiring a
minimum of 35 gals per head per
gay, 20000 gals would last 158

ays,

BEEF INDUSTRY COMMITTEE
Cattlie Sales: Conirol

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1} In view of the further depressed
prices being paid to farmers for
beef catile will he undertake as a
matter of urgency to amend the
existing Act to allow the beef
committee to control the num-
bers of stock being offered for
sale in Western Australia?

{2) X “No” will he detail reasons for
regjecting this request?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2) Cabinet has already
authorised the preparation of mn

appropriate Bill to deal with the
situation.

HOSPITAL BOARDS
Public Servants: Membership

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Heaith:

(1) Has he recently written to some
or all hospital boards indicating
public servants should not be
members of such boards?

(2 1f so, what is the reason for this?

(3) Will he table a copy of that let-
ter, please?

Mr RIDGE replied;

(1) The major teaching hospital
Boards and the Perth Dental
Hospital Board have been ad-
vised of the Minister's decision.

(2) The Minister considers that the
officers’ time spent at board and
standing committee meetings can
be better employed in their de-
partmental funections.
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52.

53.

54.

(3) Yes, letter now tabled.
The letter was tabled (see paper No.
342).

TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Karratha

distribution of echildren, and the
number of existing centres to be
incorporated. In the ultimate the
Education Department might well
be responsible for a pre-primary
centre being associated with each
of its 537 primary schools,

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister répre- g5 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

senting the Minister for Education:
Is consideration being given to

Bedfordale Rural Zone

> . Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Con-
the establishment of a technical ; , [
education facility at Karratha? servation and the Environment:

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Yes, However, until such time as
the Federal Government has fin-
alised its policy in regard to
grants to technical and further
education, the State programme
cannot be formulated.

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY
Appointment of Imspectors

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Lahour and Industry:

(1) Did he undertake to seek the ap-
pointment of more departmental
inspectors to reduce industrial
accidents?

(2) If so, on what date did he ap-
proach the Public Service Board?

(3) How :aany additional cfficers
were requested?

Further to his answer to my ques-
tion (14) of Wednesday, 20th
August, regarding the Bedfordale
special rural zone, does his reply
mean that he is satisfied that
from the reports conveyed to him
by other departments from 100
to 150 families possibly with small
numbers of domestic animals and
stock, and with densities of up to
two family units per hectare,
could reside indefinitely within
the zone, a large part of which is
sparsely treed, and such family
units not pollute by seepage or
otherwise their own water supply
which they are presumably
obliged to obtain from ground-
water supplies on their own lots,
when, being situated on a divide,
and where there is limited other
catchment area for ground water
other than the zone itself?

(4) What has been the decision of the Mr P. V. JONES replied:

Public Service Board?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
{(2) Subsequent to a deputation of

the Trades and Labor Council
to me on the 5th June, 1975.

(3) Five.

{(4) The board agreed to five posi-
tions being advertised which has
been done and recommendations
for appointment have recently 56.

A condition of each development
contained in the town planning
scheme for the area provides for
the installation of a rainwater
tank for domestic water supply.
Other development conditions will
minimise the risk of groundwater
contamination and it is envisaged
that groundwater will only be
used as a supplementary supply
for garden waltering, ete.

WEST COAST HIGHWAY

been made to the board. Swanbourne: Environmental Study
Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION Transport:
Classrooms Has consideration been given to

Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
Further to question (5) of 26th
August, what is the total number
of classrooms necessary to give

an environmental impact state-
ment on the new coastal hishway
to replace the Servetus Street and
Rochdale Road links currently
termed West Coast Highway?

effect to the Government’s policy Mr O'CONNQCR replied:

on pre-primary education?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The Government’s policy is to
offer pre-primary education on a
voluntary basis to all five-year-oid
children in the State. This form
of education is provided in cenires
which cannot be expressed in
terms of classrooms. The number
of centres to be established must
depend upon the number and

From answers given to numerous
questions in this Chamber, fhe
Member should be well aware
that a detailed investigation of
the transport reguirements of the
area is currently in progress.
Until such time as the consult-
ant's report is to hand, no deci-
sion will be made as to further
action with respect to this mait-
ter.
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57. SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Public Playground: Environmental I'mpact

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment;

(1) Has the Department of Environ-
mental Protection heen asked to
assess the environmental impact
on the Gnangara underground
water basin of proposals for a
public playground in the Santa
Maria area?

(2) If not, is it intended to do so?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

{1) No.

(2) A decision as to whether such
an assessment should be under-
taken by my department will be

made when and if the matter is
referred to it.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. FRASER'S MINE
Gold Thelt
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) Apart from answering questions
asked by me on the 19th August,
has he made a public statement
concerning  serious allegations
made in an article published in
The Sunday Times dated the 6th
July, 1975, and headed *“Gold,
Drugs Racket—Police probe st
WA mine”, which article called
for official comment?

{(2) If 50, when, by what terms and, in
essence, what did he say?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

I thank the honourable member

for some notice of this question,

but as I did not arrive at Parlia-

ment House until about 4.20 p.m,

today, I have not had much time

to draft a reply. However, 1 do
reply as follows—

(1) to (3) I cannot recall making
any public statement to the
Piress in connection with this
matter, and the reason I did
not was that I knew the mat-
ter had already been investi-
gated previously on two oc-
casions.

2, NELSON LOCATION 7965
Acqguisition for Reserve
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Has he seen in today’s edition of
The West Australian an advertise-

ment offering 872 acres of land in
the Windy Harbour area for sale
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at a price of $28500 (Nelson
Location 7965 as the vendors
stated?

(2) As the block is situated in the area
recommended by the Conservation
Through Reserves Committee re-
port to be set aside as a reserve
extending for about 90 kilometres
along the south coast will he jn-
dicate whether the Government
will purchase this property for
reserve purposes in the same way
as the Tonkin Government did
with 2000 acres of land at Cape
Leeuwin?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
I thank the member for Warren
for adequate notice of this gques-
tion, the reply to which is as
follows—
(1) Yes,

(2) No consideration, at this
stage, has been given to pur-
chasing land within the area
mentioned by the honourable
member,

EXMOUTH
Development Plan: Grievance

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) {5.04 p.m.]:
I wish to deal with some problems that
concern the people of Exmouth at this
time. I bring them before the House be-
cause as members will be well aware both
the State and Federal Governments are
involved in the affairs of the town of
Exmouth. Therefore the matters I raise
will come principally within the jurisdic-
tion of the Commonwealth Government.
Nevertheless I put them before the rele-
vant Ministers of the State Government
in the hope that some assistance may be
forthcoming,

There has always been a need for long-
term plans for the town of Exmouth to
be determined, but this has never been
done. Unfortunately the situation became
worse in the last year or two, particu-
larly since the change of Government in
Canberra, because this put the American
base under a cloud. Members will also
be aware of the “long march” by students
—mainly from Melbourne—to the town-
ship of Exrmouth, which was very unsettl-
ing to the people living there and earning
their livelihood at the base. The very
future of US bases in Australia has been
under question with the present Federal
Government, but in last Saturday’s edition
of The West Ausiralian appeared an arti-
cle under the heading of “PM reverses
Bases Policy”. Therefore it would now
seemn that the Prime Minister has changed
his tune in regard to these bases and I am
concerned about what seems to be a“soft-
shoe shuffle” on the part of the Prime
Minister. I only hope it does not turn out
to be a game of Russlan roulette for the
town of Exmouth.
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For example, the recent change of policy
has been due to a change of control, which
means that American servicemen will serve
at the base jointly with RAN personnel,
and, In fact, whilst speaking on the busi-
ness of joint control I would point out that
Mr Morrison, the Minister for Defence,
put through a Bill in the Federal House
last Thursday ratifying a new agreement
for joint control of the Exmouth base.

Another disturbing feature is that in
recent days I have been advised by Mr
Morrison, the Minister for Defence, that
the Civil Commissioner at Exmouth is to
be retired on the 31st December this year.
This is a most significant change.

Mr Taylor: Is he not already past his
retiring age? Has he not already been
granted extensions?

Mr LAURANCE: No, the Civil Commis-
sioner will be retired on the 31st December
next, and this is a significant change, The
Civil Commissioner has been there sinece
the township was formed and he has done
a marvellous job. I have already paid
tribute to the work he has performed on
previous cccasions in this House.

Mr Taylor: You had better check on
that.

Mr LAURANCE: He has had recent ex-
tensions, but not bhecause he has reached
retiring age. A number of improvements
effected at Exmouth have been the result
of his work in that area, He has made
desperate attempts to develop tourism to
boost the economy of the town and give
it some diversification.

Now that the role of the Civil Commis-
sioner is to be changed, what happens? I
helieve this is an excellent time for both
the State and Federal Governments to lay
down clear guidelines for the future of
the town to determine in which direction
it is heading. Obviously the head of the
RAN contingent will take over some of the
duties performed by the Civil Commis-
sioner, hut I would like to see some gulde-
lines set down by both Governments in
this regard. There is the problem of the
fate of the base in the future, and the
problem of providing diversification ifor
the town's economy and lonhg-term security
for the residents. The problems manifest
themselves in a number of ways.

I wish to deal briefly with a few of these.
The first relates to the provision of a tele-
vision szrvice. I asked a question in the
House last week and I learnt that so far
as the north-west is concerned, Exmouth
is the largest town in that area that does
not have a television service. In the last
few days I have also learnt that Exmouth
has not only the largest population in the
SBtate without a television service, bhut in
discussion with a senior official from the
Telecommunications Commission I have
learnt that this is the largest population
centre in Australia that does not have
some form of television reception. This is
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due in part to a lack of planning in the
past. A spur line from the coaxial cable to
Port Hedland has been put into Exmouth
in recent years, but does not have suffi-
cient capacity to handle ga television
service. This was poor planning. Last year
a radio service was provided at Exmouth,
b;t_; still no provision was made for tele-
vision.

I have wrtten to the US Navy requesting
assistance with this problem and it has
advised me that because there was no
reconciliation of the two standards—
that is the Australlan standard and the
American standard—no provision can be
made for television transmission from the
Navy base. A closed circuit servige is pro-
vided for the Navy base alone, but not
for the township. The service to the base
was installed according to American
standards and therefore cannot handie
Australian television programmes.

The commercial interests in the town
are very concerned as to what their future
will be, particularly in the knowledge that
the RAN personnel wili be stationed at
the base. The privileges extended to the
Australian contingent are of the utmost
importance to commercial interests. Previ-
ously there has been only the two gtroups:
that is, US servicemen, who enjoy the
faeilities provided at the base, and Aus-
tralian employees who are required to
use the commercial facilities in the town.
With the introduction of a third group—
the RAN personnel—guidelines must be
laid down as to whether they will enjoy the
privilges extended to US servicemen or
be required to patronise the services in the
town. This point Is of great importance
to the commercial interests in the town
of Exmouth.

The SPEAKER: The member has four
minutes.

Mr LATURANCE: Another reason I bring
this matter forward is that a great prob-
lem arose in the town this year when Toms
stores were faced with some difficulty
throughout the State. I had some discus-
slons with Sir Thomas Wardle who was
keen to transfer his interests to some other
person to overcome the difficulty as this
store is the town’s major supplier. However,
no-one was interested in taking over Toms
store and fortunately Sir Thomas Wardle
decided to continve his operation in the
town. Other major retailers were not
interested beczuse even though the town
has a population of more than 3 000 people,
8 slgnificant proportion do not have to
rely on the normal retailers in the town.

I also wish to highlieht a question that
the State Government may be able o
assist with and I appeal to the Minister
for Housing to liaise with the Federal
Government for betier planning in this
rezard. In the last few months g number
of applications have been made by em-
ployees of the United States hase to
purchase their project homes. They have



[Wednesday, 27 August, 19751

been living in these homes for several
vears. Some of the applicants are the
original employees at the base, and have
been working there for 10 or 11 years. They
are now approaching the age of retirement
and they would like to purchase the pro-
ject homes they have been occupying for
that period. However, they have been
refused permission to purchase them,
Applications have been made {o the Fed-
eral Minister for Defence, but the
applicants have been told that there is
no possibility of the homes being sold. If
the employees were allowed, this would
add greatly to the stability of the town.

The other question of housing to which
I wish to allude relates to war service
homes. I know of two applications for war
service homes in the Exmouth area that
have been made in the last 12 months,
but both applicants have been advised by
letter from the Department of Housing and
Caonstruction indicating that they were not
eligible for war service homes. The letter
included the following paragraph—

The Exmouth area has been pre-
viously considered by this Department
and from information gained from
various sources it has been determined
that the purchase or the construction
of a dwelling in Exmouth is not an
acceptable security for the purposes
of the Act.

This seems a crazy situation. On the one
hand, we have created a mulli-million
dollar project which is operated iointly by
the United States Navy and the Royal
Australian Navy, and yet, on ihe other
hand, ex-servicemen cannot apply for a
loan to bhe granted under the Defence
Services Homes Act because Exmouth is
not an acceptable security for the purposes
of the Act.

I therefore appeal to the relevant State
© Ministers to press for improvements to
overcome these problems and have con-
sultation with the Federal Government
for much better long-term planning for
Exmouth in the future.

MR O’NEIL (East Melville—Minister
for Works) [5.12 p.m.1: I trust the mem-
ber for Gascoyne will pardon me {or
answering his queries in my capacity as
Minister for the North-West and not as
the representative of the Minister for
Housing, because I propose to comment
on the housing question raised by the
honourable member as I do have some
knowledge of it.

It is a fact that Colocnel Murdoch has
been advised by the Commonwealth that
his services as Civil Commissioner of Ex-
moutr will no longer be required as from
the R1~t December, 1975. Some explana-
tion has been given th=t because the base
is now operated jolntly by the Royzl Aus-
tre1'»~ Navy as well as the American Navy
the~~ * no need for » man of Colonel

B .

Murdach’s standing to occupy that posi-
tlon. We are certainly looking at the mat-
ter because whilst Colonel Murdoch, as
Civil Commissioner, is paid by the Com-
monwealth Government he has certainly
undertaken the role of local commissioner
for the town of Exmouth and has perform-
ed that job excellently. Members on both
sides of the House will recoghise the ser-
vices he has rendered. The matter still
needs examination, because if the Com-
monwegalth has its way and downgrades
the position of Civil Commissioner it may
well be that the person it appoints may
not fl}nljt the State or the people of Ex-
mouth,

On the question of housing and the
requirement of people who are living in
project homes at Exmouth, there could
well be a problem, As I recall the position
the houses built for the project at Ex-
mouth were jointly constructed by the
State and the Commonwealth. S0 once
again the Commonwealth holds the whip
hand. However it seems to me that this
question needs some examination by the
Commonwealth.

If Exmouth is to develop and become
an estabhshed town with a stable popula-
tion provision should be made for praject
homes to be sold to people who desire to
spend the rest of their lives there. I am
sure my colleague the Minister for
Housing will take that matter up.

In respect of war service loans for re-
mote areas, members will recall that prior
to the advent of the present Common-
wealth Government, the State Rousing
Commission of Western Australia admin-
istered the war service homes for the
Commnonwealth. With the change in ad-
ministration, the responsibility for what 15
now referred to as defence services hous-
ing has been transferred to a Common-
wealth department in this State. I might
add that ever since that was done there
have been complaints generally from
people who have bheen seeking assistance
in respect of defence services housing.

Mr Bertram: Nowhere near as many
complaints as before.

Mr O'NEIL: 1 regret I have to advise the
honourable member that he is absolutely
wrong.

Mr Bertram: He is nof, because he has
evidence to this effect.

Mr O'NEIL: Plenty of evidence can be
produced by people who have been seek-
ing financial assistance for defence ser-
vices hornes, s0 what the honourable mem-
ber has said simply will not bear examina-
tion. I suggest he should have another re-
view of the situation.

In respect of war service loan assist-
ance to people in remote aresas, when we
were in Government and administered this
particutar operation for the Common-
wealth the State Housing Commission
acted as guarantor in a number of cases
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for war service loan applicants who des-
ired to purchase homes in areas which the
Commonwealth said were at risk. I can
recall that at Kununurra many ex-service-
men desired war service loans {0 purchase
houses in that town. The Commonwealth
department refused to accept that Kunun-
urra was in an area where defence housing
loans could be made available.

At the time I, as Minister for Housing,
asked the State Housing Commission to
give a guarantee that if an applicant was
in default of payment the commission
would take over the house and buy it
from the war service homes section. Surely
the same sort of thing ecculd be done in
respect of ex-servicemen at Exmouth. It
would be done if the responsibility for
administering war service homes remain-
ed with this State Government, but the
present Commonwealth Government is
not as sympathetle to ex-servicemen as
we were.

Mr Bertram: That is nonsense.

MINING DISEASES

Assessment of Workers' Compensation:
Grievance

MR HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [5.17
pm.): The grievance I wish to draw to
the attention of the House relates to the
manner in which the bneumoconiosis med-
ical board, constituted under the Workers’
Compensation Act, has fatled to discharge
its function in accordance with the pre-
seriptions laid down by that Act.

Those of us who are familiar with min-
ing diseases will recall that in the Bill
which this Parliament passed in 1973 to
amend the Workers® Compensation Act,
with specific reference to the common
mining disease of sillcosis which un-
fortunately is all too prevalent amongst
those who have worked In the mines on
the goldfields, provision was made for
people whe suffered from such diseases
and were thereby disabled from earning
full wages to be compensated as though
the disablement resulted by accident in-
volving traumga in the ordinary way.

The Act provides that where a mine-
worker or an ex-mineworker applies for
compensation elther for the disease of
silicosis on its own, or for the disease of
pneumacconiosis in association with chronice
bronchitls, it is the duty of the Registrar
of the Workers’ Compensation Board to re-
fer the claim to a medical board compris-
ing the Mines Medical Officer appointed
under the Mine Workers’ Rellef Act, a
physician of the Public Health Department
speclalising in occupational diseases nom-
inated from time to time by the Commis-
sioner of Public Health, and a physician
specialising in diseases of the chest nom-
inated from time to time by the Commis-
sioner of Public Health. That medical
board recelves certain directlons under
the Act as to how it shall discharge its
functions, The question of the condition
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of the worker and his fitness for employ-
ment is to be determined by, or by a
majority of, the board whose determina-
tion shall be final, conclusive, and binding
on the worker, on his employer, and on
any tribunal hearing a matter in which
such determination is relevant.

That sounds very reasonable. The ques-
tion which arises ig firstly whether the
worker who is claiming compensation is
suffering from the disease of pneumo-
coniosis in the form of silicosis, Secondly, if
he is so suffering is he suffering to the ex-
tent that it interferes with his earning
capacity and thereby disables him from
earning full wages? If the worker is s0
suffering then he is entitled to workets’
compensation, but the board must deter-
mine this question.

Guidelines have been laid down in the
Act by this Parliament as to how those
functions shall be discharged. Section 8
(1da) of the Workers' Compensation Act
provides as follows—

On a reference under subsection
(1d) of this section any duly gqualified
medical practitioner who has examined
him on behalf of the employer may
attend and make oral submissions to
the Board, and, where such a medical
practitioner does so attend the Mines
Medical Officer shall so certify to the
Registrar, and the practitioner shall
be paid from the Fund such witness
fee as he would have been entitled to
receive if he had attended the Workers’
Compensation Board to give evidence
in a hearing before that Board.

Subsection (1db) provides as follows—

On a reference under subsection
(1d) of this section, the Board, having
examined the weorker clinically—

that means physically, and not by means

of radio transmission., To continue—
—-scrutinised such x-ray fillms as it
may think fit, considered such oral
submissions as have been made pur-
suant to subsection (lda)—

that is by the doctor on behalf of the
worker, or by the doctor on behalf of the
employer as the case may be. To continue—

—oaf this section, and perused such
certificates of other duly qualified
medical practitioners as either party
may in person or by his solicitor or
agent tender to that Board, shall
thereupon consider and determine the
following questions—

What happened recently was that seven
men, whose names and ages and their re-
ecords of work as miners I have before me,
applied under subsection (1d) of section
8 of the Workers’ Compensation Act for
examination by the board.

It was then the bounden duty of the
board to call these persons up individually,
examine them clinically, scrutinise their
X-rays, listen to anything their doctor may
want to say on their hehalf, and listen
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to anything a doctor may wish to say on
the emplover's behalf if the employer is
calling a doctor to give evidence. A.f_ter
that the board has to devote its attention
to determining the questions under the
Act, and they are as follows—
(a) Is the worker suffering from
pneumaoconjosis or mesothelioma?
{b) If 50, is he thereby disabled from
earning full wages?
{(c} For what type of employment, if
any, is the worker fit?

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has four more minutes.

Mr HARTREY : Of course, those questions
need not be answered if the worker is not
suffering from pneumoconiosis. What hap-
pened in this instance was that recently
those seven men were instructed to have
X-rays taken; that was quite proper; and
the board was entitled to examine the
X-rays. After these men had been X-
rayed and the board had looked at their
X-rays, but not in thelr presence and
without their knowledge, the board wrote
to them and said they did not have
pneumoconiosis.

That might have been correct; I can-
not say, as I am not a medical man. How-
ever, not only is justice required to be
done; it must also be seen to be done. If
the law says the board must not give its
decision on an examination of the X-rays
alone, but only after it has examined the
men concelned, heard their medical history
from the doctors who have treated them
for some time, and also permitted the
employer to give evidence of their past
medical history, and the board does not
do so it has failed to comply with the pro-
visions of the Act.

I say quite frankly I do not doubt the
board honestly thinks in this instance that
the men concerned do not have pneumo-
coniosis, but as the board has not made
all the prescribed inquiries to find out,
it is not legally competent to make that
decision. The board having taken that
attitude, I hope the Minister for Labour
and Indusiry will see thai in future the
same thing does not happen again.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minister
for Labour and Industry) (5.27 p.m.]: The
whole situation of people who are effected
by pneumoconiosis and silicosis in relation
to workers’ compensation is extremely un-
satisfactory. Personally I believe that
compensation should be pald in the form
of a pension to people who are afflicted
by this and similar illnesses, rather than
their being compensated under the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act.

In respect of the situation generally,
and not only in respeet of problems as-
sociated with pneumoconiosis and silicosis,
I hope that very shortly a committee—
preferably a judicial committee—will be
set up to examine the questicn of workers’
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compensation. Of course, the matters men-
tioned by the honourable member will
come within the ambit of such an inquiry.

Mr Hartrey: In the meantime the board

should still carry out its functions under
the law.

Mr GRAYDEN: I hope this cnmmittee
will be set up very shortly, and thaj it will
be able to undertake an in-depth study
of workers' compensation generally. I hope
that one of the recommendations arising
from such an inquiry will be to remove iil-
nesses such as these from workers’ com-
pensation, In the meantime I shall cer-
tainly look at what has been put forward
by the member for Boulder-Duandas. If
anything can be done to overcome the
probiem to which he hag alluded, it cer-
tainly will be done.

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND SERVICES
Pilbara: Grievance

MR S_ODEM_AN (Pilbara) [5.28 p.m.]:
The topic I wish to raise in this griev-
ance debate relates to medical facilities
and services In the Pilbara. Although this
is the specific responsibility of the Min-
ister for Health I feel the matter will he
of particular interest to the Premier in

capacity as Treasurer. As we all know,
the State Budget is about to be formui-
ated and it will be introduced early in
October., It is important that sufficient
fu.nt:!s be set aside to meet at least the
minimum requirements in the Pilbary area.
I appreciate that the Treasurer has many
problems with the restricted finarce that
15 avallable to him. His task has not been
an easy one during the term of the pres-
ent Government. I do stress thai the
points I am putting forward and the fin-
ance I am seeking are to meet the min-
imum reguirements in my area.

The problem has been emphasised over
the last few years by the increase in pop-
ulation, and although this increase has
not reached expectations, nevertheless de-
velopment of the medical facilities and
serviges in certain areas in particular have
stagnated to a desree. The services
throughout the Pilbara need upgrading,
but I wish to speak about the services in
only three areas becanse of the shartage
of time, These areas are South Hedtand,
Port Hedland, and Karratha.

South Hedland has only a nursing post
at this stage, but it has a populatton of
some 6 000. It is not safe to assume that
South Hedland is being weli setviced just
because it is in close proximity to the town
of Port Hedland. As a point of interest,
Wickham, which is only 125 to 130 miles
south of South Hedland, and has a popu-
lation of some 2 500, has a 17-bed hospital
and two doctors, and the doctors attend to
between five and six outpatients an hour
per doctor.

Gettinz back to South Hedland and

Port Hedland, and their related problems,
the Port Hedland Hospital is often filled to
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capacity. Although statistlecs might prove
otherwise, I am informed that the statis-
tics do not take into sccount the fact that
in the case of the intensive-care wards,
used for specialised treatment such as ob-
stetrics and so on, a certain number of
beds have to be kept vacant. When that
feature is taken into account it is found
that the general service beds are filled
to capacity. There is a dire need for an
additional 25 beds in that hospital.

The number of doctors in Port Hedland
Is grossiy Insufficient. At the moment four
doctors are located at the hospital and
one other doctor is in private practice,
The doctor in private practice 1s an orth-
opaedic surgeon and he services a number
of other towns in the area. So, virtually,
we have only four docfors at the Port
Hedland Hospital.

I am informed by those who work at
the hospital that at times, the doctors,
have to service up to 16 outpatienis an
hour per doctor, whereas the preferred
optimum is around five or six patients an
hhour. The Port Hedland Hospital had six
doctors only 34 years ago. Because of the
increase in population the medical ser-
vices in that town have taken a backward
step in some respects. There 1s an urgent
need for additional doctors at Port Hed-
land.

The doctors also have to cover the towns
of Nullagine. Marble Bar, Jigalong, Golds-
warthy and Shay Gap, and they have to
look after the shipping requirements of the
area. If it were not for the calibre of some
of the people working in the hospital the
situation vrould have got out of hand some
time ago. On many occasions the doctors
have to work up to 20 hours a day. If a
doctor is not elderly, and he has had some
experience, he can possibly work that
number of hours for a short period.

I do not know whether members heard
the radio programme during which Dr
Peter Arnold, the Secretary of the General
Practitioners Soclety of Australia, was ask-
ed certain questions. He said the situation
regarding the shortage of general prac-
titioners s critical. He had a pessimistic
outlook for the future. The average age
of GP’s today is 52 years and this could
indicate the cause of the present situation,

The situalion at Port Hedland s sup-
plemented by docltors heing sent from
Perth for 10-week periods. However, this
system hsas proved to be unsatisfactory,
even though it is better than nothing at
the moment. Doctors do not have an op-
portunity to famillarise themselves with
their patients, or with the hospital. The
doctor-patient relationship is nonexistent,
and the case continuity s dramatically
affected. The family doctor concept fis
uout'”.

The SPEAKER: The member has four
minutes,
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Mr SODEMAN: The position in Kar-
ratha is that approximately 4 000 people
rely on the services of one doctor who is
provided with inadequate facilities, After-
hours’ service of any sort is nonexistent
except in the case of an emergency. The
doctor is continually harassed by people
arriving at his house after hours. If the
call concerns an urgent matter the doctor
does not mind, but {1 the call is not urgent
it causes frustration, and the doctor’s
home life is upset. Because of the addit-
ional pressures doctors eventually have
to return to Perth.

What is required—as was stated in our
polley prior to the last election—is a
complete review of health hospital services
in the north.

Mr Bertram: Has that been started yet?

Mr SODEMAN: I am not being critical
of the Minister; I am emphasising our
position so that it will be put into proper
perspective and receive a degree of priority
in the next budget.

Mr Bertram: It is long overdue.

Mr SODEMAN: We are in urgent need
of improved physiotherapy services, a
blood bank, and outpatient reception
facllities at the Port Hedland Hospital.
We require more itinerant specialists,
especially in the flelds of speech therapy,
orthodontic treatment, and eye treatment.
In one town, during a three-month period,
more than 90 patients had to be tranhs-
ported to other centres in the area or to
the metropolitan area, in order fo receive
treatment. They were flown out mainly
by the Flying Doctor Service, or by means
of other air services, That is an indica-
tion of the position in some of our Pilbara
towns.

During the last 12 months I have sub-
mitted a number of suggestions and pro-
posals to the Minister for Health but I
realise that during the last 8 months his
time has heen taken up with Medibank and
he has been extremely busy. Now that the
question of Medibank has been finalised
I hope the problem I have mentioned will
receive some attention and that the medi-
cal reguirements of the people in the Pil-
bara will be met.

I agk the Treasurer and deparimental
officers to glve urgent consideration to this
matter so that the people do not reach the
position where their health suffers and,
possibly, even lives are lost. If that happens
the stabijlity of the Pilbara area, in general,
will be drastically affected.

MR RIDGE (Eimberley—Minister for
Lands) [5.36 p.m.): The member for Pil-
bara has my complete sympathy because
I experience the same problems in con-
nection with my electorate even though
it has not grown to the same extent as has
the Pilbara area. I would like to say that
the Minister for Health is well aware of
the problems experienced in the Pilbara.
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The Minister informed me that he re-
cently appointed Dr Roe and Dr Roberts
from the Medical Department to visit the
north—including the Kimberley and the
Pilbara—to carry out a comprehensive
survey of the requirements of the area.

Mr Carr: Dr Roberts conducted a survey
in the Geraldton area but we did not get
any more doctors as & result.

Mr RIDGE: Well, give him time.
Mr Carr: How much time?

Mr RIDGE: How long ago was the sur-
vey carried out?

Mr Carr: During May.

Mr RIDGE: So it is now August, Has
the honourable member Iollowed up the
matter to find out what the Minister is
doing about it? It is no good just sitting
there and complaining while not asking the
Minister to do something.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Qrder!

Mr RIDGE: I understand that appli-
cation has been made to the Health Ser-
vices Commission for funds to be made
available to construct a health centre at
South Hedland, and that consideration is
being given also to the construction of a
new hospital] which would follow at an
appropriate time.

‘The problem concerning doctors is one
which is receiving a great deal of atten-
tion in an attempt to solve it. I know that
one town in my electorate has had some-
thing like 13 doctors in two years. It ap-
pears the rewards are not great enough
to keep the doctors in that town. Of course,
other features such as climatic conditions
affect the position.

The Medical Department is hopeful it
will overcome the problems in the not-
too-distant future. The Karratha and
Dampier areas are not so badly served
when one considers that three hospitals
are situated in their immediate vicinity
at Roebourne, Wickham, and Dampjer. It
is appreciated that something is badly
needed at Karratha and I understand the
department hopes to establish a health
centre there soon.

Summing up: I cannot express the
views of the Minister for Health complet-
ely, or perhaps as he would like to do
himself. However, I am sure he will keep
the situation under control and, hopefully,
be able to keep up with the needs of the
area,

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Use of Office for Elecloral Advaniage:
Grievance

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [5.39 p.m.]1:
The grievance I wish to volce concerns the
use of office by Government members to
gain electoral advantages. Allow me firstly
to make several points which should be
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borne In mind. It is always difficult to dis-
tinguish precisely between legitimate
official action and political activities,
which can infringe on each other. That is
admitted, and recognised, and 1 am not
suggesting they are at the Indira Gandbi
level in the points I wish to make.

Further, I acknowledge and appreciate
the courtesy extended to me, personally, by
all Ministers in the existing Government.
1 certainly do not have any grounds for
complaint at all in that regard.

A total of 12 ministerial visits have been
made to my electorate during the last 18
months. I make the point that in quite a
few cases a notice of the visits has been
received via the office of the Liberal MLC
for the area which is situated in another
town. The initial notification has been
passed on to shire officers and Government
departments. In most cases the Minister's
office has confirmed the visit officially.
However, in several cases this did not oc-
cur. I do not take umbrage in those cases
where the Council member has initiated
the visits by the Minister, and where he
has arranged the itinerary and handled
the preparations. I have no objection
where the initial action has been purely
to project the Legislatlve Councll member
for the area.

Three Ministers have notified me direct-
ly, through their own offices. Coincident-
ally, they were three Country Party mem-
bers. One Minister visited my electorate
without glving any indication to me at all.
I was unaware that he had been to the
electorate until he had departed.

I find it difficult to excuse one visit by
the Minister for Mines, when he was ac-
companied by two members of the Legis-
lative Council and myself. Two local Press
reports subsequently referred to the visit,
both of which were telexed to Bunbury
from the Minister's own office. The Press
reports referred to the tour and to the
fact that the Minister was accompanied
by the Liberal Council member, but there
was no reference to the presence of the
member for Warren or the Country Party
MLC

I refer also to the CPA visit by members
of the House of Commons when they
toured the south-west. Preliminary ar-
rangements were made by the Liberal
member of the Legislative Council of his
own volition. From my inquiries I under-
stand he was not requested to do so and
the initial arrangements were erroneous
and confusing. The situation had to be
retrieved by personal contact by myself
so any Dpolitical advantage hoped for by
the member concerned was lost on that
occasion.

It has been stated to me that it is the
object, during the three-year term of the
Government, to ensure that the other
Legislative Council seat in the province is
gained by the Liberal Party at the expense
of the Country Party. That has been
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stated categorically and I am sure that
something along those lines has been
started.

Mr Rushton: I think the member is un-
fair in saying I did not get in touch with
him. When I visited the electorate he
travelled with me,

Mr H. D. EVANS: I did not refer to
the Minister in that context.

Mr Rushton: We were in direct contact
and travelled together,

Mr H. D. EVANS: I ask the Minister to
read the Hansard report where he will see
I said I appreciated the courtesy he has
shown fo me. I make the point that I would
be personally disappointed if I did not re-
ceive political opposition. I would feel I
was falling down on my job, The Country
Party member should be concerned be-
cause it looks as though 30 per cent of the
total representation of the Country Party
in the Legislative Council is in jeopardy.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) [5.44 p.m.]: In answer to the
honourable member and his grievance, I
would say we could divide his speech into
two parts—and not even parts either. One
part is a matter of genuine protest where,
appareatly, he has not been advised
throuzh the proper channels of visits by
Ministers. If that notice has not been
given he has a genuine protest and it is
accepted as such. His comments will be
duly noted and passed on at the approp-
riate time, which is at a Cabinet meeting.
When 1 receive complaints such as this,
I make it my business to raise the matter
because it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to observe the courtesjes.

However, I feel by far the greater part
of the honourzble member’'s speech was a
mischievous one. He thought he could get
out that little wedge, give it a gentle tap,
and then a harder tap. I have bheen here
for so long that I have become used to
the sound of the little hammer, and then
the bigger hammer, on the wedges. I think
the honourable member should reconcile
himself to the fact that the wedge will not
get a grip at all, and it will fall right out,

Mr Berfram: I would not be teo sure of
that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 advise the
member that as far as his genuine com-
plaints are concerned, they will be taken
up at the appropriate time and place.

The SPEAKER: Grievances are noted.

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING
1. Justices Act Amendment Bill,

Bill received from the Council; and,
on motion by Mr O’Neil {Minister
for Works), read a first time,

2, Medical Act Amendment Bill

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr Ridge (Minister for
Lands), read a first time.
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BILLS (5): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Town Planning and Development
Act Amendment Bill,

2. Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Act Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Rushton (Minister for Urban De-
velopment and Town Planning},
and read a first time.

3. Metor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance} Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Rushton (Minister for Local Cov-
ernment) and read a first time.

4, Fire Brigades Act Amendment Bill

Bill introdueed, on motion by Mr B.
T. Burke, and read a first time.

5. Members of Parliament (Disclosure
of Interests) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr A.
R. Tonkin, and read a first time.

BUILDERS REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

TRESILLIAN HOSTEL
Sale: Motion
MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) [5.53 pm.]l:
I move—

That in the opinion of this House,
the Government has made a wrong
and publicly unacceptable decision in
regard to Tresillian Hospital and it
should continue to use this hospital for
its present purpoeses untit all demangds
for accommodation for profoundly
retarded physically handicapped per-
sons have been met.

Further, that a full investigation
should be made into:

(1) the effects on the aged resi-
dents of the Kareeba Nursing
Home of the decision to trans-
fer them unnecessarlly; and
(2) the circumstances surround-
ing the Government's decision
to drastically reduce the pur-
chase price requested for
Tresillian following the Ned-
lands City Council’s decision
initially not to purchase Tre-
gilllan,
The Charter of the United Nations—to
which Australia s a signatory—says—

The concept of the dignity of man
stresses that the self image of man...
whether handicapped or not . . . is
important. The mentally retarded.
person has the right to Education,
Training, Rehabilitation and Guidance
as will enable him to develop his abil-
ity and maximum potential and to
participate in different forms of com--
munity life.
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In Western Australia some 4 500 persons
are registered as mentally retarded. Each
year this figure 1Is increased to the tune
of some 500 more. Of the total number
of people registered as mentally retarded,
approximately 250 in this State are re-
garded as profoundly mentally retarded.
This figure of 250 is estimated to increase
perhaps by an additional 20 each year.

One in every 40 children born in Wes-
tern Australia suffers from some handicap
or another. The incidence is frightening,
but the concern for these children should
be the concern of us all.

In the case of the Tresillian Hostel, the
Government has shown a remarkable lack
of concern, a remarkable lack of com-
passion, and a remarkable lack of feeling,

Opposition members: Hear, Hear!

8ir Charles Court: Just the reverse. Do
you want a solution to the problem?

Mr B. T. BURKE: In a few short months
this Government has roused the com-
munity, angering many of its traditional
supporters, but most of all it has carried
out actions that can only be described as
alarming and disturbing to those of us who
see the care of the handicapped as a special
responsibility of government, If in fact the
care of the mentally and physically handi-
capped persons is one of cur special econ-
cerns, then this Government stands in-
dicted by its actions, and perhaps even
more importantly, it has shown that in an
era many people like to refer to as an en-
lightened era it is possible for an elected
Government of the people to bow to the
pressures of a dwindling number of people
who would promote social discrimination
within our community.

Sir Charles Court; That is not correct.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Not only has the Gov-
ernment not ignored the presence of those
who would press for discrimination, it
has aided and abetted those people in their
purpose.

The motion says several things. It says
that the decision to relocate the inmates
of Tresillian was a wrong decision, and it
says that this wrong decision was publicly
unacceptable. The motion says that the
present use of Tresillian Hostel should re-
main until the needs of all profoundly
retarded people have been met. It says a
full inquiry is needed into the position of
those aged persons being forced from the
Kareeba Nursing Home; and finally, it
says that a full inquiry is needed into the
decision to reduce drastically the purchase
price of Tresillian Hostel.

Mr T. J. Burke: The Government could
not care less.

Mr B. T, BURKE: Tresillian Hostel was
established because it was needed. It was
not considered ideal, but the experts then
and the people who are still experts now,
cor ‘ered it was adeguate to accommo-
dat: *he profoundly retarded people.
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Buat Tresillian never had a chance, and
this fact is highlighted and illustrated by
reference to the minutes of meetings of the
Nedlands City Council, and alse the
minutes of the meeting of one of the sub-
committees of that council.

On the 22nd Januery, 1974—members
will see that this was bhefore one
profoundly retarded person . had taken
up residence at Tresillian—in that month,
on that day, the council was complaining
already to the Minister for Health about
the plans to provide accommodation for
profoundly retarded people at Tresillian.
In fact, the council sought a meeting with
the Minister for Health and the Mental
Health Services, and also, it circularised
residents about the situation as it then
obtained. So we see that initially, before
proefoundly retarded pecople were shifted
into Tresillian, the council was complain-
ing. Not only was it complaining,
but it was circularising residents-—a move
that was certain to stir up a storm of pro-
test. Circulars were sent to the residents
by the council about complaints that had
not even been justified to that stage, or
had not even been heard.

On the 19th March, 1974—the same year
—the council considered the reply of the
N_Iintster to its previgus approach. Quite
rightly, in his reply the Minister said that
the problems postulated by the council
were problems and difficulties that could
occur and perhaps would occur were Tre-
sillian used to house aged people or for
some other social purpose. He said in fact
that whether Tresillian was used as a State
or private facility, the difficulties postulated
—that is, Iack of air-conditioning, lack of
parking, and lack of outdoor areas—were
irequent]y encountered in facilities of this
ype.

The ecouncil considered the Minister's
reply, and decided to do three things.
Firstly, It decided to seek an assurance
from the appropriate authority that Tres-
illian’s purpose was to ke a temporary one.
This was the first time the word “tem-
porary" had appeared in the council’s
minutes relating to discussions about
Tresillian. The second thing it decided to
do was to seek first option to purchase
Tresillian, should the Government decide
to relocate the residents living there. The
c_ouncil then tock the third step, and de-
cided once again to cireularise residents,
informing them of the present situation
angd providing them with additional ammu-
nitien to stir up the hornets' nest onee
more.

But not only did the council decide to
do that; it also decided to contact none
other than its local member of Parilament,
SIr Charles Court, and put to him—a man
surely not renowned for compassion—
these problems which, if they had occurred,
had been only during the first three weeks
of Tresillian operating as a home for the
profoundly retarded.
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Eir Charles Court: Compassion! Listen
to who Is talking about a lack of com-
passion! I have more compassion fer the
handicapped in our society than you will
cver have,

Mr Mensargs: It is only your youth
which excuses you.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I heard the Interjec-
tion of the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment,

Mr Mensaros: Your father would ncver
have said anything like that.

Mr B. T. BURKE: My youth is my ex-
cuse; the Minister does not have one.

Mr Mensaros: You are not worthy of
your father!

Mr B. T. BURKE: On the 2ist May,
1974, the Minister replied to the counefil’s
earlier approach, Informing the council
that there was no indication at that time
of any transfer date. The Minister said
that the transfer or relocation of the resi-
dents at Tresilllan would depend upon the
demand for a similar sort of facility by
other profoundly retarded people, and the
amount of money available.

Members should reeall that I am not
referring to a Labor Minister for Health
but to a Country FParty Minister for Health
in @ Liberal Government. We see that
again, the Minister indicated quite clearly
that the profoundly retarded residents of
Tresilliai were there indefinitely, If thz
Minister’s statements were not enough in-
dication of thai, the council’s reaction to
his reply certainly was because it decided,
firstly, to ask Sir Charles Court to hasten
the transfer proceedings; not satisfied with
the answer from the Minister for Health,
the councll decided again to approach its
local member and ask hMm to hasten the
transfer. To keep the Minister up to the
mark, the council also decided to request
from him details of all the efforts he was
making to relocate these profoundly re-
tarded residents of Tresilllan.

I stress once again that this was not a
Minister of a Labor Government under
challenge and being asked to explain the
detalls of his efforts to relocate these
people; this was a Minister of the Liberal-
Country Party cealition Government.

In July, 1874, the council once again
discussad a reply from the Minister to its
previous representations. Once again, that
Minister indicated unequivocally that the
present use of Tresillian at that time would
continue indefinitely. In fact, he said
that, given finance, two hostels the size of
Tresilllan would be needed to meet de-
mands as they existed at that time. In
effect, he sald to the council, “Please do
not ask us to relocate these people when,
if we had the money, we would need to
acquire two hostels the size of Tresilllan
just to meet present demands.” He con-
tended that four new centres would need
to be built in the next six years to meet
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the anticipated demand. So, we are cer-
tainly not playing arcund with a situation
in which we have excess resources to meet
a demand; we are playing with extremely
SCArce resources.

The Minister made a third point in his
letter; he said that relocation was some
*Ime in the distant future. He did not say
it would be a matter of weeks or months;
because he had not been told by the Pre-
mier at that stage just what to say, he
said it would be at some time in the future.

The council was disappointed by this
reaction as evidenced in its record of
minutes together with the result of the
Minister's answer to its previous approach.
But what did the council decide to do
then? It decided not to give up the ship
and nct to sacrifice all hope but instead
to approach once again its local member,
Sir Charles Court, and request him to come
to the council’'s offices to give them a situa-
tion report on what was happening with
Tresillian.,

Things then went quiet until the 15th
April, 1975, On that date, the council con-
sidered a letter from the Minister for
Health. Lo and behold, all things had come
to pass and the Public Works Department
had placed a valuation of $250 000 on Tre-
sillian and haq offered the council the
opportunity to purchase the facility,

Mr Bryce: A little work behind the
scenes.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The council, having
achieved a situation in which a relocation
or transfer of these people was possible,
decided firstly to reject the offer. It
thought that $250 000 was too much, How-
ever, it had an extra arrow in its quiver
because after rejecting the offer it decided
to seek 2 meeting with Sir Charles Court
and the Minister for Health to discuss a
ifurther proposal.

Then, on the 25th June, 1975, the die
was cast; the council voted, on the casting
vote of the mayor, to accept an offer to
purchase Tresillian at $125000. Although
I do not intend at this time 1o dwell on the
diastic reduction in purchase price, Mr
Spesker, you can be sure that your curio-
sity will be satisfled when I deal with
another part of the motion at a later stage,

So, Tresillian was sold and there were
several interesting aspects to the sale.
Firstly, the Nedlands City Council began its
efforts to remove these people from its
midst even before the first profoundly re-
tarded person had taken up residence at
Tresillian, Seeondly, sucecessive Labor and
Liberal Ministers for Health had indicated
to the couneil that the present use—as it
was then—of Tresillian would continue in-
definitely. The third very interesting aspect
was the vivid presence and influence of
Sir Charles Court throughout all the nego-
tiations to which I have referred.

The decision to sell Tresillian was wrong
by reference alone to the manner in which
it was done, and the machinations and
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methods by which the council and the
other main actors in the scene carried cut
their roles. But it was more wrong DY
reference to the profoundly retarded and
their right not to be shunned by the com-
munity in which they sought to live. It was
wrong also by reference to the parents and
families of the profoundly retarded who
had fought so long and so hard for many
years previously to avoid the prejudice
and stigma which so0 often in the past have
attached to people suffering this handicap,
only to find in 1975 that this prejudice,
stigma and discrimination was present
once again.

It was wrong by reference {o the experts
in the Mental Health Services, who had
advised the previous Labor Government
that, while not ideal, Tresillian was ade-
quate and appropriate for the profoundly
retarded. Those experts presumably gave
the same advice to the succeeding Liberal
Government but, by reference to the fact
that their advice was ignored, this de-
cision was wrong.

The decision to sell Tresillian was wrong
also by reference to the need that we as
legislators and representatives of the
people have to educate all people not to
discriminate against the unfortunate and
disadvantaged in our society. By deciding
to sell Tresillian, this Government pand-
ered to perhaps the most unworthy motive
that any community or group within a
community can exhibit, In fact, far from
opposing this unworthy motive, the Gov-
ernment sided and abetted its implemen-
tation.

I do not think there can be any doubt
to any member in this House that the de-
cision to sell Tresiliian to the Nedlands
City Council was an unacceptable one. Let
us consider the original petfitioners who
sought from the council action to remove
the profoundly retarded from Tresilllan.
The result of that petition is an interesting
highlight to the whole situation.

Originally, some 50 residents signed the
petition seeking the removal of these child-
ren. The council decided at a later date
to call a special meeting to permit those
who had signed the petition to acquaint
themselves with the latest information.
Of the 50 signatories, only 30 arrived; of
that 30, only 16 remained firm in their
opposition to Tresillian., So, even that first
fulerum on which the Premier and the
council placed their lever, to lever out of
Nedlands and Tresillian these children,
had begun to crumble.

In the followlng weeks, the Nedlands
City Councll received three petitlons and
numerous letters from people seeking to
retain Tresillian in the Nedlands commu-
nity. If that 1s not proof or evidence of
the unacceptabillly of the Government's
decision, let me refer members to one or
two Press statements made by interested
bodies in those months. I refer firstly to
a Press release by the President of the
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Slow Learning Children’s Group of W.A.
(Inc.). He had this to say—

As President of the Slow Learning
Children's Group of W.A, (Ine.) I am
speaking I believe with the full sup-
port of our several thousand parents
and friends when I express grave con-
cern over the possible consequences of
the sale of Tresillian Hostel and the
transfer of the children to another
place. I believe I also express the senti-
ments of many other thinking and
interested people in the community.

In this so-called enlightened era, it
is difficult to appreclate that a local
government authority, the Nedlands
Council, can accede to the pressures
of a few people to bring about a pol-
icy of soclal diserimination in our
society . . . For many years now our
Association has co-operated with the
Government’s Mental Health Ser-
vices . . . This calls for integrating
these people into ordinary society
after periods of training and develop-
ment . . . the major concern is the
implications for the future and the
efiect on our policy of normalisation
—placing facilities in the community
to help the mentally retarded to de-
velop to their optimum potential.

The President of the Slow Learning Chil-
dren’s Group of W.A, contlnued—

I feel sure that the actions by the
few who have forced the removal of
Tresilllan will be frowned upon by
people In the other Austrslian States
and by many people here. I only hope
that it does not bring us into ridicule
there and does not jeopardize further
progress in Western Australia ... On
behalf of the retarded who unfortu-
nately cannot defend themselves, I
raise this strongest possible protest.

So, the decision certainly was not accept-
able to the Slow Learning Children’s Group
of W.A.,, which had achieved an official
status through many years of hard work
and dedicated devotion to the interests of
these children. The Anglican Archbishop
of Perth joined the Slow Learning Chil-
dren’s Group in protesting about the sale
of Tresillian.

Mr Bryce: He should have some impact
upon fthe Premier.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Yes, I believe the
Premier {s a vestryman. The Press report
of the archhishop's comments is as fol-
lows—

The archbishop told the Mayor, Mr
Charles Smith, that he wanted $o
protest agalnst communlty attitudes
that wanted to put handicapped people
out of sight.

He said that 200 years ago a disad-
vantaged person was accepted by the
village, known by the village and cared
for by the village.
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But today’s affluent soclety wanted
to flush all unpleasant things out of
sight.

This was not to society’s credit—
nor to the support of those in need of
care, their parents and relatives.

The archbishop said: “Mental illness
or handicap should be seen as no dif-
ferent from physical handicap, and
it s high time we removed the
stigma and saw these people as people.

If there is one thing this Government did
not do, it was to treat these people as
people. This Government saw these people
as objects to be shifted at the behest of a
small group who did not want these un-
fortunate people in their midst,

Sir Charles Court: Of course we want
them! I have had more to do with handi-
capped people than you will ever have.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I will prove to the
Premier that there is no rhyme or reason
for his actions, and without rhyme or rea-
son there can be no alternative motive
but to be rid of these people.

Sir Charles Court: Listen to the mem-
ber standing and pontificating. We will
have saomething to say about you in a
moment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Prior to the tea sus-
pension we saw quite clearly that the
Government had made a wrong decision
with regard to the relocation of the pro-
foundly retarded from the Tresillian Hostel.
The next proposition contained in the
motion was that the decision while wrong
was also publicly unacceptable; and we
saw from the point of view of the Slaw
Learning Children's Group and from the
point of view of the Anglican Archbishop
of Perth that thls was definitely true.

“Watchdog” Is an organisation specially
set up to safeguard the rights of the
handicapped; and abouf the Government's
declsion '"Watchdog” had this to say—

The Government's decision to close
this Hostel without natification to the
relevant Government Departments;
parents and assoclated organisations,
is a dictatorial move aimed at the
previous intervention of concerned
organisations and members of the
community,

By what right should Tresillian be
closed and the patients moved away
as these children are not “mentally
ill” but “physically and mentally
handicapped” and should remain with-
in the ongoing community.

The dictatorial principal of this sale
should concern all organisations as it
could set a precedent in respect to
much needed facilities for all members
of the community,

So we can see that “Watchdog” has
joined the Anglican Archbhishop of Perth
and the Slow Learning Children’s Group
to condemn the Government’s action.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A meeting of 400 people called specific-
ally to discuss the Tresilllan Hostel sale
decided to ask the Nedlands City Council
to reconsider its decision to move the
patients. The speakers said it was fright-
ening that people who were disadvantaged
should be segregated from society. At that
meeting the Associate Professor of Psycho-
logy at the WA University, Professor
Birnie Bfrnbrauer, spoke strongly in fav-
our of assimilating, rather than segrega-
ting, the disadvantaged,

In the Daily News under the heading,
“Treslllian sale causes anger”, we find
the following—

Anger grew today over Nedlands
City Council's decision to buy Tresil-
lian tHospital from the State Govern-
ment,

A group of Nedlands ratepayers
started a petition to force a special
councll meeting about the matter.

On the 3lst July there was a report In
The West Australian headed *'Stirong
vote to keep Tresilllan', which stated—

A meeting of more than 200 Ned-
lands ratepayers last night voted over-
whelmingly in favour of retaining
Tresilllan as a hostel for mentally and
physically handicapped children.

The motion in support of Tresilllan
was carried by 181 votes to 36.

The Minister for Health Mr Baxter,
sald last night that the State Govern-
ment would not be influenced by the
result of the meeting.

“It is not a Iocal issue, and I do not
see how a meeting of Nedlands rate-
payers can influence the Government's
policy on this Issue,” he sald.

I think what he neglected to say was that
a smaller group of Nedlands ratepayers
had definitely influenced the Government'’s
attitude towards this matter. The group
was so small as to be insignificant. In the
Sunday Independent of the 12th August
the following appeared—
The Court Government has shown
many signs of wanting its own way—
and this week’s stand on ‘Tresillian is a
prime example—rather than seeking
to do what is right for the public.

The Minister for Health, Mr Baxter,
sald the Government would move the
mentally-retarded patients from Tres-
illian regardless of whether the Ned-
lands City Councli was swayed by
public opinion and rescinded its de-
clsion to buy the hostel from the State
Goavernment.

In doing so0, the Government is com-
pletely lgnoring suggestions from a
responsible quarter. Its mind was al-
ready made up. It didn't want to
Hlisten.

How many times have we on this slde of
the House said similar things about the
Premier?
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Mr Moiler: Hear, hear!

Mr B. T, BURKE: In July, 1975, under
the heading, “Tresilllan row; new pet-
itions”, we find the following—

Supperters of Tresillian Hospital at
Nedlands yesterday changed tactics
in their fight to retain it for mentally
and physically handicapped children,

They are seeking signatures for new
petitions to the Mayor of Nedlands,
Mr Charles Smith, and to the Premier,
8ir Charles Court.

The new petition to the mayor calls
on the council to:

Support the continuation of the
hospital,

Take steps to rescind any agreement
with the Government.

If necessary, call a referendum on
the maftter.

A second petition to the Premier
calls on the Government to reconsider
its decision and to take no action in
the meantime that would prevent the
City of Nedlands from acting on the
recommendation of a ratepayers’
meeting.

On the 28th June there appeared the
heading, “Tresilllan sale brings protest’.
The article reads—

Other supporiers are seeking legal
advice on the possibility of an injunc-
tion to prevent the ‘patients heing
moved till all aspects of the situation
are considered.

In the face of these few Press reports, is
any member of this House able to say
that the Government's decisilon was a
publicly acceptable one? Of course it was
not! The Government's decision was for-
eign to the wishes of so many people in
our community, but lts decision is one that
we have come to accept as being typical
of the Premiler—his will will out.

The unacceptability of the wrong de-
cision was not stressed only because that
decision on 1ts merits did not appeal to
many people, but alsc because of the
manner in which it was implemented.

On the 27th June, 1975, a story was
published in The West Ausiralign, under
the heading, “Tresilllan sale was kept
quiet”. It reads—

A decision by the State Government
to sell the Tresillian Hospital to the
Nedlands City Council was made with-
out telling the hosplial’s administra-
tors and supporters.

The State’s Mental Health Services,
which runs the hospital through its
mental deficiency division, was also
apparently not told of the proposed
sale,

With your forbearance, Mr Speaker, per-
haps we could pause to ask the Premier
why he did not bother to tell the admint-
strl-ators of the hospital that it had been
sold.
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8ir Charles Court: That is not my job.
What do we have Ministers and depart-
mental heads for?

Mr Bryce: Sometimes we wonder with
your type of Government.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Just what action is
the Premier to take against his Minister
for failing to notify the administrators of
the hospital?

Sir Charles Court: Surely you are going
to tell us about the departmental heads;
they are all part of the transaction: Don't
vou know how Government departments
are run?

Mr B. T. BURKE: I know how this Gov-
ernment is run; it is a one-man hand. The
Premier takes a certain action and then
tries to hide behilnd the departmental
heads by saying they were responsible for
the transactlon and that they should
have notified the people concerned.

Besides being implemented in frather
slipshod fashion and besides being the
wrong decision, the declsion was unaccept-
able because if was a decision of double
dealing; double dealing which the Premier
was forced to hide behind to avoid an
open confrontation with the department
which served one of the Ministers In his
Cabinet.

In The West Australian of the 1st Aug-
ust there appears the heading, “Court,
dept differ on Tresilllan”. The article
reads—

The Mental Health Services and the
Premler, Sir Charles Court, differ gver
the use of Tresillian Hostel for the
profoundly mentally retarded.

Sir Charles said last week “people in
charge” had misled others early last
vear when they said@ the use of Tres-
illlan for the retarded would bhe tem-
porary.

But the Director of Mental Health,
Dr Arch Ellis said: *The word tem-
porary, so far as I know, has never
been used by anybody except the
Nedlands City Council.

What has the Premier got to say about
that? There was not only double dealing
by the Premler, his Minister, and his
Cabinet, but also there was double deal-
ing by the council; the council which
during earlier complaints about Tresillian
decided that it would not use the facility
because of a lack of parking space. Yet
when faced with the decision about the use
of Tresilllan for a senior citizens’ centre
the Nedlands City Council decided it could
easily block off one of the streeis near
the hostel to provide sufficient parking.
Of course the Government could find the
answer, and the Nedlands City Council
could find the answer provided the problem
was not one which involved profoundly
retarded children,

Here let me sound a note of warning
of the words that will flow from the
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Premier’s lips when he confronts the prob-
lem. The Premier will seek refuge behind
a blg smokescreen. He will talk about
the overall plan and say that the Govern-
ment is going to purchase five hospitals
for these people and how he will provide
the necessary facilities for all these people,
in the same way as, when we sought con-
cessions for pensioners, he announced
plans for an ‘‘overall” inquiry. That is
the thing the Premier usually does. Faced
with a specific problem, he will talk about
buying five hospitals; not just one. If he
buys more than one hospital it will be
because the opposition of the people of
Western Australia has shamed him into
doing sa.

Sir Charles Court: We are committed
to a programme of accommodating the
lot. We are not engaged in the political
mischief that you are trying to encourage.
In fact half your supporters have deserted
you.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Premier has
been nothing if he has not bheen com-
mitted, but the problem is determining
just what he is committed to. Our motion
also calls for a full investigation into the
position of those aged residents who will
g;: shifted from the Karecha Nursing

ome.

Sir Charles Court: They are going to be
housed.

; Mr Bryce: They are not, and you know

Sir Charles Court: This is part of our
?rogr‘?mme. Why don't you stick to the
acts?

Mr B. T. BURKE: Throughout the years
there have been a number of studies which
show the impact of relocation upon mor-
tality rates of institutionalised aged per-
sons, and this is something to be concerned
about. One such study is by Aldrich and
Mendkoff in 1963, by Killian in 1970, and
by Grad and Berenson in 1968; and they
have all suggested thai the relocation of
aged persons has a negative effect, and
for some people it is accompanied by in-
creased morbidity and mortality. The
Western Australian Government cares not,
because to solve the problem of profoundly
retarded children in the Premier's elec-
torate it is going to relocate the aged
reople currently living at the Kareeba
Nursing Home., Another study published
in the Gerontologist, Volume %7, June 67,
deals with the involuntary relocation of
the elderly. It says, in part—

The data to the conirary disclosed
that the older persons who had been
forced to relocate had poorer personal
adjustment scores as a group than did
comparable persons not experiencing
enforced relocation during the past
five years.

These findings support the assump-
tions underlying the present study and
indicate that forced relocation is a

[ASSEMBLY.]

stressful experience for older persons

and fs detrimental to personal adjust-

ment in later maturity.
The Premier cares not, In addition to
those theoretical and general statements
made by the Premier about relocating the
aged people, it is necessary only to refer
to & report in the Daily News to see
some of the harmful and disturbing as-
pects of the problem.

Under a heading “Tresillian move—a
new heartbreak?” puhlished on the 1l4th
August, 1975, was the following—

. “It would mean the end of a way of
life for us,” said Mr Kemp, whose
wife, QOlive (83) has been a patient at
Kareeba for about nine months.

Several times every day Mr Kemp
strolls 50 metres from his home in
Knutsford Avenue across to the nurs-
ing home to be with his wife.

Does the Premier care?
Sir Charles Court: Of course he cares.

Mr B. T. BURKE: What really happen-
ed is this: the Premier has rushed to make
& decision, and having made that decision,
has found it is too late to renege. As he is
wont {0 do, he has committed himself very
quickly on the spur of the moment only to
find a storm around his ears about which
he can do nothing,

One of the most disturbing aspects of
the whole Tresillian controversy centres
around the drastic reduction in the price
asked by the Government for the facility.
If an inquiry is needed into any aspect of
the Government's actions during its 18-
month term, this is certainly one aspect
which requires it.

As I mentioned earlier, the initial offer
by the PWD was for $250 000. The council
rejected this offer to purchase and sought
a meeting with the Premier (Sir Charles
Court) and the Minister to discuss an
alternative offer, What alternative offer
were they to discuss? It was not men-
tioned in the minutes of the council meet-
ing. The next thing on record concerns a
discussion which took place at a special
meeting of the Nedlands City Council's
Health and Traffic Committee which was
held to discuss possible alternative uses
for Tresillian.

Up to that time the council did not even
know for what purpose it would use the
facility if it purchased it from the State
Government. So we find the situation is
that the council is told it can buy a facil-
ity and then must find a use for it rather
than the more desirable situation under
which an established need is fulfilled by a
scarce resource—a scarce resource which
until this time had been catering for pro-
foundly retarded children.

That special meeting decided to pur-
chase Tresillian at a cost of $125 000 to
establish a senior citizens’ centre. In the
space of just two months the purchase
price of Tresillian had been halved from
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$250 000 to $125 000. In effect it had heen
more than halved because of this $125 000
the centre which was proposed to be es-
tablished would attract an Australian
Government grant of some $30000. In
addition, the centre would attract a State
Government grant of $20000. So the
State Government was asking for no more
than $105000 and the terms on which
the Government negotiated the sale were
nothing short of appalling because the
Government agreed to accept from the
Nedlangds City Council $25 000 per annum
interest free in five equal instalments.

Sir Charles Court: Do you think that
that valuation of $125000 is a fair one
for the land and buildings?

Mr B. T. BURKE: 1 would not accept
$£125 000 to evict 19 profoundly retarded
children who can be rehoused only at a
cost of $290000.

Sir Charles Court: Do you want to re-
house and accommodate all of those child-
ren? Why don’t you answer that guestion
instead of tryving to make political mis-
chief cut of this?

Mr B. T. BURKE. Let me put this
question to you, Mr Speaker: Would the
continuation of Tresillian for its present
use and the acquisition for the same use
of Kareeba accommodate more children
or fewer? Answer that as a reasonable
man. It seems quite clear to retain both
organisations and facilities would be to
house more children.

Sir Charles Court: It is unsuitable and
is acknowledged as being unsuitable. Do
you want to keep them there forever?

Mr B. T. BURKE:; How much more un-
suitable is it to mainiain thege children
at Princess Margaret Hospital?

Mr Bryce: Hear, hear!

Mr B. T. BURKE: The initial choice was
between retaining the children at Princess
Margaret Hospital or providing them with
accommodation at Tresillian. The experts
the Premiler employs opted for Tresillian,
but he, facing the problems which arose,
opted out.

Mr Bryce: He should look at Kareeba.

Mr B. T. BURKE: So the $125 000 pur-
chase price would comprise $80 000 from
the Australian Government, $20000 by
way of a grant from the State Govern-
ment, and an interest-free loan which was
the amount of interest forgone when the
Government said it would accept five equal
instalments of $25 000 interest free. Rough
caleulations show that in effect this State
Government gave Tresillian to the Ned-
lands City Council and then gave it an
additional $5 000 at a time when the Pre-
mier continually exhorts the people to
tighten their belts.

In addition the State Government has
committed itself to the provision of an-
other $1 500 as an annual recurring grant
to help cover the running costs of the
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senior citizens' centre. Just how fair is
that? Knowing that to relocate these pro-
foundly retarded children from Tresillian
the Government had to purchase the
Kareeha Nursing Home at a cost of
$290 000, the Government first asked for
$250 000 for Tresillian and then accepted
$125 000.

Sir Charles Court: That was a ridicul-
ous thing for the department to put up
in any case, and the department knows
it. You know it, too. You know that
$125000 is a very good price to get for
that land and huildings.

Mr B, T. BURKE: Is it not passing
strange how the Public Works Depart-
ment varies hetween being efficient and
inefficient depending on how its actions
support the Premier?

Sir Charles Court: They never changed
that valuation on the land and buildings,
Why do you distort the fieure? Why do
you distort?

Mr B. T. BURKE: If 1 do that{, the Pre-
mier distorts the morality so many people
hold dear,

Sir Charles Court: You of all people to
talk about morality! You would not know
the meaning of the word.

Mr Bertram: Oh what nonsense! You
can do befter than that surely!

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr B. T. BURKE: In effect the Pre-
mier has handed Tresillian to the Ned-
lands City Council and, as a parting gift,
has given that council $5000 and pro-
mised $1 500 per annum to help the opera-
tion continue. If that is acceptable to the
Premier and other members on his side of
the House, then I am sorry for them.

The whole issue is one on which we have
seen the judgment of the Premier very
badly astray.

Very significant questions were rais-
ed by the member for Ascot dur-
ing his discussions in this place at an
earlier time. When he firstly asked the
Premier whether he was disconcerted or
concerned that the Government failed to
notify him of the transfer of these people
to the Ascot electorate, the Premier im-
mediately sought refuge behind the Min-
ister for Health; but a little earlier the
Premier told the member for Rockingham
that he was concerned he had not heen
informed when the Government decided
to shift the mentally retarded children to
Tresillian in his electorate of Nedlands. If
it is good enough for the Premier, it is
certainly good encugh for the member for
Ascot,

Sir Charles Court: Of course the mem-
ber for Ascot should be advised, and I
hope the Minister has done that.

Mr Bryce: That is really not the point.

8ir Charles Court: From the correspond-
ence on the file it seems there has been
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correspondence between the Minister and
the member for Ascot.

Mr Bryce: We sought confirmation and
received insults,

8ir Charles Court: I cannot see any
evidence of insults in the file,

The SPEAKER: Qrder!

Mr B. T. BURKE: Another significant
aspect was the Premier’'s lack of comment
on another question asked by the member
for Ascot. When he asked the Premier
whether 1t was true that he, the Premler,
had told certain residents in Nedlands that
the Labor Party Government in 1974 had
shifted the children inte his electorate to
embarrass him, the Premier merely asked
for detalls concerning who provided that
information to the honourable member.

Sir Charles Court: And I am still waiting
for an answer to my letter.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Premier may still
be waiting for details. We are still walting
for a stralght answer. Did the Premier
say that or did he not?

Mr Bryce: I guarantee you get a reply,
a lot seoner than I did from you.

Sir Charles Court: I hope I do because
the pecple concerned denled they said it.

The SPEAKER.: Order! The member for
Balga has the floor,

Mr B. T. BURKE: By way of interjection
the Premier assures us that everyone else
has denied that he said it. Why do we not
hear the denial from hls own lips?

Sir Charles Court: I want the member
concerned to say who told him that. That
is fair enough.

Mr Bertram: What is falr about that?

Sir Charles Court: The people he accus-
ed have told me they did not say it.

The SPEAKER,: Order! The member for
Balga.

Mr B. T. BURKE: This motion deserves
to suceeed because the (Government made
a wrong decision. By all the criterla we
use to judge the worth or otherwise of the
Government’s action, its decision in this
case was wrong. It is quite easily demon-
strable that that wrong decislen was not
acceptable to the public. Purthermore, if
the decision was wrong and not acceptable
to the public, it is self-evidently true that
the present use of Tresillian should persist.

Further, the contention of the Oppos-
ition js that an Investigation is warranted
Into the effects on the resldents at Kar-
eeba of thelr unnecessary relocation. Also,
there is a good case to say that In its
financial dealings in regard to Tresillian
a full and open inquiry intc the Govern-
ment’s action is not only warranted, but
essenttal.

Mr BRYCE:
motion.

Debate adjourned, on motlon by Mr
Ridge (Minister for Lands).

I formally second the
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VERMIN ACT
Disallowance of Regulations: Molion

MR BARNETT (Rockingham) [7.57
p.m.l: I move—

That the regulations made under
the Vermin Act, 1918-1973, published
in the Government Gazetie of 2Tth
June, 1975, and laid on the Table of
the House in the Legislative Assembly
on 12th August, 1975, be and are
hereby disallowed.

Firstly, I feel it is necessary for the
benefit of members to give some explana-
tion of what these regulations are and
what they will do to aviculturists if passed
in their present form. There are vir-
tually five categories of birds listed by
the Agriculture Protection Board. There
are those which are not here at the moment
and are not to be allowed in the State
in the future, and there are those birds
which are completely exempt from these
regulations, and that Includes birds such
as swans and ducks,

Category 1 birds are those which are
to be permitted to be kept and imported
from the Eastern States and sold to other
avicuiturists in this State with the proviso
that, as has always been the case in the
past, aviculturists obtain a license from
the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.
Under the new regulations a $2 permit
must also be obtained from the APB.

Category 2 involves a list of birds
which only those people who now have
them within the State, or had them on
the 26th June, will be allowed to retain.
No more are to be imported into this
State. Those who already have them must
obtain a license from the Wildlife De-
partment and a $2 permit a head up
to & maximum of $20 from the APB.

Category 3 is a list of birds which the
APB considers so harmful or potentially
harmful that they are not to be kept in
the State at all. People with birds in
this category will have to get rid of them.

There has been quite s furore over
these regulations, as members are aware.
We have heard all sorts of statements
made about the subject, but the most ap-
propriate heading for these regulations
would probably be “500 Ways to Cook
Parrots”.

I believe there is a possibility—a Dos-
gibility only—that the APB has acted in
good faith in submitting these regula-
tions. It sincerely believes it has done
the right thing, It believes that they are
not anywhere as harsh as the original
regulations and so aviculturists would be
quite happy with them.

I can assure the Minister that nothing
is further from the truth. Aviculturists
are hopping mad, and this is quite evi-
dent from the number of them in the
gallery tonight.

Nobody lkes regulations which control
his hobby, probably least of all the avi-
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culturist; and to & certajn extent I agree.
I am not sure that the hasis of the evid-
ence put forward by the Agriculiure Pro-
tection Board shows any need at all for
regulations to control aviculture as such.
I concede that the evidence it has put for-
ward shows problems have been caused by
the release of birds elsewhere in the world
outside their natural environment, but to
the best of my knowledgze no evidence
whatsoever has been produced by the APB
to show this problem is attributable
directly to aviculturists, Indeed, there is
a great amount of evidence to show that
Governments and Government depart-
ments are responsible for the problems
which have heen caused in this State and
elsewhere in the world.

These regulations are highly discrimin-
atory. They say that certain sections of
the community, provided they were for-
tunate enough to own certain birds on the
26th June this year, will be able to keep
those birds and swap them with other
people who were also fortunate enough to
have those types of bhirds on the 26th
June. However, those who did not have
such birds cannot now have them, nor can
they ever have them., Those people are
faced with the situation that their next-
door neighbours may be able to keep those
birds but they themselves cannot. Nothing
could be more discriminatory than that.

As far as I am concerned, it is & scur-
rilous situation. Consider the aviculturist
who has been keeping birds for many years
and has raised his family with birds.
Members of the family may want to leave
home and take up the hobby of aviculture.
Their parents are permitted to keep the
birds they had on the 26th June, but the
members of the family are not so per-
mitted. They are permitted to keep only
a certain type and number of birds.

Mr Thompson: You do not tell us what
vou believe the regulations should be.

Mr BARNETT: I have a long way to go
and will develop that, Let us consider the
situation of retired people or people who
are about to retire. Those people may
well have wanted to keep birds during
their lifetime, but by virtue of the fact
that they were working they could not
have looked after the birds properly, so
they hope to get the birds, perhaps at the
end of this year when they retire; but
they will not be able to do that because of
these regulations,

There is nothing just about the regula-
tions. The reason they have been put for-
ward in their present form is that in 1972
the APB, as a result of research by one
man, published a list of birds and said
any aviculturist who held these birds
would have two years to dispose of them.
They could be disposad of outside the
State, not within the State, and if they
were not disposed of outside the State
within that period they would have to be
delivered up to the AFPB to have their
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necks wrung. During this period regula-
tions necessitating keeping the sexes apart
and so on applied to them.

As & result of these Initial annocunce-
ments, & society called the Combined Bird
Orpganisations was formed precisely for the
purpose of posing the hardship created by
the proposals put forward by the APB, The
Combined Bird Organisations consists of
the Avicultural Society of Western Aus-
tralia, the South West Avicultural Society,
the Melville Districts Caged Birds Impro-
vement Society, the Midland and Districts
Caged Birds Society, the Northern Dis-
tricts Caged Birds Society, the Budger-
igar Society of Western Australia, the Ger-
aldton and Districts Avieultural Society
of Western Australia, the Goldfields Avi-
cultural and Wildlife Society, the Canary
and Caged Birds Improvement Society of
Western Australia, and the Rockingham
Caged Birds Society. Two of those clubs
have now become defunct but I under-
stand the members have joined other
organisations and are still pledging their
support to this cause. The financial mem-
bership of the organisation is between
4 500 and 5 000—not a small number of
peaple,

Mr Thompson: What percentage of the
total number of bird-keepers does that
Tepresent?

Mr BARNETT: When this organisation
was formed it agreed on the 30th March,
1872, that its aim would be the maintain-
ing of acceptable conditions regarding
regulations poverning the species of birds,
types of which had to he approved by the
body. In a letter sent out by represent-
atives of the Combined Bird Organisa-
tions recently it was mentioned the or-
ganisation had never bheen in favour of
these regulations and had done every-
thing possible to lay a basis for the effec-
tive keeping of birds which all bird-lovers
would accept.

After three years of work and meeting
after meeting, the Agriculture Protection
Board has reached what it considers is a
tremendous compromise. It has agreed
that the birds it said would have to be
sent out of the State or have their necks
wrung could now be kept under the pro-
visions of category 2: those who now have
them may keep them, but these who do
not now have them may not acquire them.
I submit to members opposite that avi-
culturists are forced to accept that type
of regulation unless we here decide the
regitlations are discriminatory. Avicul-
turists have the alternative of, on the
one hand, sending the birds out of the
State or killing them, or, on the other
hand, keeping the birds under these reg-
ulations. I sugeest it is better to keep
them according to these scurrilous regula-
tions than to kill them and not have them
at all; but it is up to us to make a much
more just and acceptable set of regulations
than those which have been presented to
this House.
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I quote only one newspaper item at the
time the original list was published by
the APB in 1972. It is headed “Man kills
36 lovebirds”, and reads—

Rather than wait for the Agriculture
Protection Board to wring the necks
of his birds a man yesterday humane-
1y disposed of 36 of his birds, declared
vermin by the APB.

These regulations have been produced al-
most in total on the work of one man—a
biologist working with the APB. Later in
my speech 1 will dispute what this man
has to say. I do not wish to cast aspersions
on him but I feel quite strongly that the
APB has no right to present to us regula-
tions which are based on the work of one
man only which no person or authority
either here or in any other State has
been able to look at and criticise.

In a sheet put out by Mr A. R. Tomlin-
son, the Chief Executive Officer of the
Agriculture Protection Board, he said—

Whilst some people who do not
know all the facts have criticised the
Government, the Agriculture Protec-
tion Board and the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife for bringing in
these restrictions, the facts of the
matter clearly illustraie that aviary
birds do pose a threat, both to prim-
ary production and to our native
species of wildlife. During the research
programme evidence was uncovered
of 287 species of birds which had heen
released (or escaped) in new hahitats
throughont the world. Of these, 138
species became established, and, of
these, 35 species became pests in their
adopted homes. A total of at least
nine species are already known to
have been introduced and established
in W.A., while more are now acclimat-
ised in other States.

Perhaps I misinterpret the reasons put
forward by Mr Tomlinson for the regula-
tions but in my opinion he implies that
aviculturists are responsible for these re-
leases. He leaves no room for doubt In my
intfnéi in any event, that this is his at-
itude.

On the 20th August, 1975, 1 asked the
Minister for Agriculture to advise—

{(a) the 287 species of hirds which
have been released or escaped in
the world signifying which of
those species are aviary escapees;

(b} the 138 species that became es-
tablished and where they became
established;

{c) the 35 species that became pests
in their adopted homes;

(d) the nine species that have been
introduced and established in
Western Australia and how they
were introduced, ie., were they
authorised introductions, and, if
50, by whom?

{ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister replied—

(a) to (d) The details of species and
their releases were obtained in
the course of a ten year sludy by
an Agriculture Protection Board
research officer, The informaticn
requested is contained in a manu-
sctipt at present being revised and
edited for publication. The author
will allow the Member to peruse
the manuscript at the author's
office, if the Member cares to
make arrangements.

Mr Old: Did you bother to go out?
Mr Sibson: Did you go?

Mr BARNETT: Yes, I did. I will come
to that, What the Minister for Agricul-
ture was telling me was that after 10
years' work by the APB he could not
answer that question. He could put for-
ward allegations about those species of
birds being released or escaping and be-
coming a menace but he could not list
them in answering my question.

On Monday this week I rang the APB
to ask whether it would be all right for
me to peruse the manuscript. At the same
time I asked why it was that after 10
years' work the board could not answer
a simple question like that. Surely the
birds would be listed somewhere and the
list would be fairly easy to obtain. I was
told by an official it may take some months
of work to compile the answer.

It is not a very satisfactory state ot
affairs when people put forward regula-
tions like that. Surely they should have
the facts to back them up. I went to the
research department of the APB at For-
restfield on Monday and I was permitted
to read through a copy of the manuscript.
I might add, before I quote from it, that
the author updated the list for me, so
it cannot be said the list was compiled
in 1972, as was stated at a meeting on
Monday afternoon.

It is unfortunate that I will have to
read the list. I would rather hand it in
and have it incorporated in Hansard, but
as that is not possible I hope members
will bear with me while I read it. The
section I copied from the manuscript was
headed “Introduced and established spe-
cies which have become established or
evidence indicates have become established
as & result of escape from captivity”. The
author admitted to me it was difficult to
draw the line between escape and release.
The list of birds is—

Pest in Pest ln
Nnme Country Country
of Origin of Introduction
Ogstrich No No
Green Munia No No
Strawberry Flach No No
Cordon-bleu No No
5S¢, Heleaa Waxblll Minor. No
If any

White-beilied Munia No

Minor pest
Spice Finch Major pest

Pesi—catabllahed in
Queenslond and
N3W

Not known

Bronze Mannikin Minor pest



[Wednesday, 27 August, 19751

Pest in Pest In
Name Country Country
of Orjgin of Introduciion
Tri-coloured Mannikin  Major pest  No*
Javn Sparrow Major pest  MMajor pest
Grenadicr Weaver Minor pest  No*
Madagnsear Weaver Major pest  Pest

Minor pest
Minor pest
Trest

Black-headed Weaver
Green Singing Finch
House Finch

Minor peat
Minor pest
Minor pest

Goldfinch Isolated Isolated cases in WA
cases and throughout
Australin
Sencgal Turtle Dove Occasional  Occasional
nuisance nuisance
Collared Turtle Dove No Xo
Indian Spotted Dove Nob known Cccasionnl miisance.

Estallished in Aus-
tralian capitals
Domestic Pigeon Major pest  Major pest
Agapornis Lilianac Pest Test
Eagtern Rosella Pest No*
Sulphur Crested Cock- Pest Pest. Established in

atoo Pinjarra
Rose Ringed Parakect .\\lnjor pest  No*
No

Edectus Nou
Spotted Breasted No No
Qriole
Chinese Thrush N No
Lted Whiskered Bulbul  Minor pest )liémrt pest In Eastern
tates

Common Fowl No No

Green Jungle Fowl No No

Pea Fowl No No. Established in
NSW and posaibly
WA

Gulnea TFowl No No. Posstbly estab-
lishied in WA

Mallard No S

Mandarin Duck No No

Mute Swan Xo Xo. Eatablished in
Northam

Canada Goose No No

Barbary Dove XNo N

No
Pest No. Possibly estak-
lished in the hils

Test Xo*

CUrimson Koselln

Monk Parakect

Virginian Cardinnl Not known XNot knowin
Brazilian Cardinal Nol known Not knowa
Orange Cheeked Wax- No No

bill
Syviuey Wauxbill Xu
White Winged Widow Xa
Bird
White Winged Nove  No
Black Hooded Para- Not known

keet
Conary Winged Para-  Pest No
keok

No. Ustaklished in
w

Xo. 'Possibly estab-
lished in NSW

No
Not koown

Nob known
Not known
Not known

ce
Yellow Ileaded Parrob Nol known
Ted Crowned Parrot  Nok known
Brown Throated Not known

Parakeat
Bluc Grey Tannager No No
Rainbow Lorikeet Pest an. }I.;ine in King's

*ar

Red Rumpted Parrot No XNo

* Not established in sufficient sumbers Lo know whether
or not it will be a pest.

Mr O'Neil: What about the double-
breasted mattress thrasher?

Mr Jamieson: If you catch one of those,
it is up to you.

Mr BARNETT:; We know the only birds
the Minister for Works is interested in
are the rosy-bottomed beach runners, but
if he cares to pay attention I am sure
he will learn a little more.

Mr O’Neil: We are gbsolutely enthralled,

‘Mr B. T. Burke: I don’t know what you
are worrying about, because they haven't
done anything about cuckoos yet.

Mr BARNETT: The only birds I am
worried about are the ones the APB con-
siders a pest in their countries of origin.
The list I read out contains 53 species,
and that does not tally with the APB

m
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reports of 287, 135, and so on. Of the 53
species listed, only 29 are in this State
at the moment; so we can dispose of 24
species straightaway. The APB claims
that nine of these species are established
in this State as a result of having escaped
from captivity. On the surface, I agree
that if nine species have established in
this State the situation looks bad. But
let us look a little below the surface to
see why those species have established in
this State.

Firstly let us consider the Geldfinch.
It was released by the acclimatisation
committee at the zoo, In fact, the Gold-
finch which the APB claims to have be-
come established in this State has not been
seen for the last three years. The only
person who claims to have seen it at all
in the last three years—and he claims to
have seen it only once—is the author of
this report.

The Senegal Turtle Dove was released
not by aviculturists, but by the acclima-
tisation committee—a semi-Government
department. The Indian Spotted Dove was
also released by the acclimatisation com-
mittee. The APB claims the Crimson
Rosella established itself as a result of
escaping from an aviary. I asked the
author of the report for the basis of this
claim and he sald, “We shot one in the
hills just outside Perth a few weeks aga,
and we understand there is another one
there.” With regard to the Rainbow Lori-
keet, there are seven to nine of these in
Kings Park: that is the APB’s basis for
claiming that the hird has become ac-
climatised.

I come now to the Sulphur Crested
Cockatoo. Apparently from reports filter-
ing through from the APB two birds were
released at Pinjarra over 25 years ago, and
reports now—after 25 years—indicate
there are 11 of these birds.

Mr B. T. Burke: Quick breeding.

Mr BARNETT: Then we have the Pea
Fowl and the Guinea Fowl. For the bene-
fit of members, I point out Guinea Fowl
are a little like grey bald-headed chooks.

Mr Sibson: The member for Morley s
not here,

Mr BARNETT: The APB claims these
birds have become established in Western
Australla, and the basis of the board's
argument in this respect is that these birds
are kept at large by people who have
them; they are not kept in cages, but are
left to roam. The last bird on the list is
the Sydney Waxbill. This is the only bird
in my personal opinion which could possi-
bly have become established as a result of
an aviary escape, although I do not admit
in any way that it did. There 1s a small
colony of Waxbills In the hills outside
Perth and the orchardists love them be-
cause they eat all the black aphis off
their trees.

On the basis of all this one cannot help
but wonder how many of the other species
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listed in this report, which was prepared
by one man in the APB—who was not
allowed to be criticised by any experts—
are actually aviary escapess. Certainly
most of the species 1 have researched are
not the result of aviary escapes. However,
aviculturists are being asked to shoulder
the blame for mistakes which I say have
obviously besn made by Government ds-
pertments.

The Agriculture Protection Board clalms
the list is an ongoing thing. It claims that
if evidence is put forward by aviculturists
that evidence will be assessed and, if
found to be acceptable, category changes
will be made and birds will be reclassified
ff they are proved not tc be a menace to
our wildlife. I submit that, onece again, this
is just so much bureaucratic bulldust 1t is
not funny. Proof of this can be found in
the submissions which have been made
to the APB in recent times,

I would like to refer to a phone ¢all made
{his morning to a Mr Amos who works in
the Department of Primary Industry in
Queensland, which is the equivalent of
our Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.
His pocgition in that department is that of
adviser to the department; in other words,
he is the adviser through the department
to the Queensland Government. His in-
formation, imparted this morning, was that
all the birds in Queensland are totally
protected and have been for some time,
with the exception of two speeles which
were declared to be a minor menace in
Moreton Bay in 1952 for a short period of
time. Those species are the King Parrot
and the Pale-headed Rosella. However,
there are now no birds natural to Queens-
land which are declared a pest in that
State.

Yet, when we look at the list prepared
by one man in the APB—who is not allow-
ed to be questioned in respect of it—we
find that the Rainbow Lorikeet Is said to
be a pest in its country of origin, even
though Mr Amoes, who Is the adviser to
a department In Queensland which is the
equivalent of our Department of Fisheries
and wildlife, says it s not a pest. Who
are we to helieve?

In addition, the Aviculture Soclety or
the CBO put forward a submission on the
Strawberry Finch, which is listed as being
under category 2. The society presented a
submission to the department in an en-
deavour to have this species listed under
category 1 instead of category 2, It put a2
great deal of time and effort into its sub-
missien, but it was rejected by the APB
on the grounds that insufficlent research
had been carried out into the possible
harmiful effects of this species if it became
acclimatised. Yet, the list I had the privi-
lege to read and to have copied states the
Strawberry Finch is not a pest in its
country of origin, nor is 1t a pest in the
eountry of introduction. In that case, why
would the APB not azcept the submission
for reclassification?

[ASSEMELY.]

Mr Hartrey: Isn’t that unreasonable?

Mr BARNETT: Of course it is. Another
species, the Agapornis lilienae, or Peach-
faced Lovebird, was the subject of a sub-
mission presented to the APB very early
in the piece. The only evidence I have
been able to find of this bird breeding
outside its own range is in the situation
which cecurred in Dar es Salaam, and I
will explain what happened there.

Approximately 9000 of these birds were
to be sent in a shipment to a place else-
where in the world, and when the ship-
ment reached the port of Dar es Salaam
I understand the conditicns in which they
were confined were so had that the Gov-
ernment or semi-Government department
controliing this matter in that area de-
cided to release the lot—nine thousand
birds. Is that an aviary escape?

Mr Hartrey: It's an invaston.

Mr BARNETT: Of course it is an in-
vasion. Regardless of whether those birds
became a menace in the country in which
they were released at that rate, it has nog
bearing whatsoever on why they should
not be kept in aviaries in this State. How-
ever, that submission was also refused by
the APB, So it is guite obvious this list
is not an ongoing thing, and if these reg-
ulations are not disallowed now they will
remain unchanged.

We are told by the Department of Fish-
eries and Wildlife that there is a fear of
introducing diseases into the State if birds
in category 2 are allowed to be imparted.
What a lot of rubbish that is. I have
never heard so much rubbish in my life.
What about the birds in category 1? What
about the birds which are exempt al-
together from any regulations and are al-
lowed to be imported into this State?
Surely a disease will not pick out birds in
category 1 and not affect them. Surely a
disease would affect birds in all eategories.
Therefore, that argument does not hold
water.

Regulations have also been incorporated
concerning the types of aviaries in which
these birds may be kept. We are told
we must have aviaries with safety doors.
That is quite reasonable and understand-
zble, and I am sure most aviculturis.s
would accept it. However, certain types
of birds must be kept in double-wired
cages. I am at a loss to understand this.
If a bird can bite through a single wire
then it can hite through two wires al-
most as quickly: yet the APB says this
will not happen if the cages are double-
wired.

So we are left with two alternatives,
hecause the birds cannot escape through
the door as safety doors are used, The
Frst alternative is that a storm could cause
a branch of a tree to fall on the aviary.
The APB thinks that double wiring will
withstand such traatment, but single wir-
ing will not. Again, what a Ioad of rubbish.
The only other alternative is that a dog
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might bite through the wire. However, if
a dog can bite through the first wire, then
surely it could bite through the second
wire. I find the regulation with regard to
double wiring to be completely repugnant
and absoluiely unnecessary.

We want the total withdrawal of these
regulations for a peried of time so that
all parties concerned—hopefully under the
control of a world-recognised expert—can
examine the submissions put forward by
the APB, which I have torn to pieces to-
night and have shown to be absolutely
groundiess, and come up with a compro-
mise acceptable to all, If this is unaccept-
able to members of the Government—and
I hope it is acceptable—then the absolute
minimum compromise I would make is to
have all the birds in category 2 placed in
category 1, because there are sufficient
provisions guarding against the importa-
tion of birds with the possible exception
of the Java Sparrow, the Spice Finch, the
Green Finch, the Green Singing Finch.
and the Collared Turtle Dove.

The names of those birds have been
supplied to me by experts in aviculture in
this State as being those which, quite
reasonably, could be expected to be kept
under the regulations as proposed in cate-
gory 2, but certainly none of the other
birds that are listed.

Before I conclude, surely it is the right
of every Australian to keep Australian
birds. The majority of the birds set out In
the lists of regulations are Australian birds.
I am sure memhers on the Government
side of the House, when they make a study
of these regulations, would not accept them
in thelr present form anhd would agree
that they demand some zlteration at least
by transferring these birds from category
2 to category 1.

I am glad to see that the Minister con-
cerned has remained in his seat during
the whole of my speech on the motion.
bhecause I have noticed that some Govern-
ment members have not. I ask the Mini-
ster and members to consider this situa-
tion seriously and to ensure that all the
liberties now enjoyed by Western Aus-
trallans are not removed. The Minister
should give serious thought to rectifying
this matter which, in my opinion and in
the opinion of other members on this side
of the House, is a scrious injustice to
every Western Australian.

Mr SKIDMORE: I formally second the
motion,

Dehate adjourned. on motion by Mr Old
(Idinister Ior Agriculture).

MILK QUOTAS
Policy Alterations: Motion

MR, H. D. EVANS (Warren) (8.32 pm.):
Mr Speaker—

The SPEAKER: I wish to advise the
member for Warren that all words after
the word “reduced” in paragraph (¢) of
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his motion as set out on the notice paper
must be omitted when he moves the motion
as they are referred to in his motion as
contained in Order of the Day No. 4.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Thank you, Mr
Speaker, I will take heed of your Injunc-
tion and accordingly, I move—

In the gpinion of the House the
Dairy Industry Authority should be
directed to effect the following alter-
ations to its existing pollcy—

{(a) the minimum daily quantity of
a market milk quota be reduced;

(b) that in 1976, all manufacturing
dairymen who are prepared to
accept a daily 30 gallon market
milk quota should be awarded
such an entitlement on a year or
part year basis pravided they can
meet the health requirements of
the Dalry Industry Authority;

(¢) the purchase price of market
milk guotas to be reduced.

This is certainly the year in which de-
clsions which will affect the dairy industry
in the long term will have to be taken.
The dairy industry is one of those that
requires speclalised technelogy and ecan
bhe developed only after a very long periad
of time. The basie structure of the industry
—a herd of dairy cows—is something that
is developed aver many years. Sometimes
it represents the work of a lifetime.

So this is the year of crisis for the man-
ufacturing sectlon of the industry In
this State. The trends within the dairy
industry leading up to the existing posttion
were canvassed thoroughly during
the debate on the BIlll which established
the Dairy Industry Authority and, as you
will recall, Mr Speaker., that Bill was as-
sented to in December, 1973.

However, I think it is necessary to re-
capitulate the position of the industry
and to update to some extent the current
existing conditions. At the time of the
takeover by the Dairy Industry Authority
whole-milk producers in 1959-60 numbered
§80: in 1973-74 they numbered 577; and
in 1974-75 the number, sceording to an
answer given to a gquestion asked last
week, was 564. T was a little surprisad
to see that particular figure, but I sus-
rect that new licenses and amalgamations
had some bearing on it., By wayv of con-
trast the reverse development of the manu-
facturing industry shows the following ap-
proximate numbers—

1959-60 . 2181
1965-66 1567
1971-72 834
1973-74 652

In the current year of 1974-75, 280 were
engaged in the production of manufactured
milk, and 1656 were engaged in the manu-
facture of butterfat, making a total in
all, in the manufacturing section of the
dairy industry, of 445. So we have had
a sharp decline of in excess of 1500 in
the past 14 vyears.
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Mr Blaikie: Would you also explain
why the decline has come about?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Certainly. That is
part of the story and a most important
aspect that must be clarified to enswre
that the changes in policy are fully un-
derstood and there is need to prevent fur-
ther decline. As I say, there has been some-
thing in excess of a decline of 1500 in
the manufacturing section of the d=airy
industry since 1959-60.

In the production of milk, past trends
have shown that in 1959-60, 16.1 million
gallons were produced by licensed holders;
in 1965-66, 18.2 million gallons were pro-
duced, and in 1972-73, 25 million gallons
were produced. The total production was
55.7 million gallons in 1959-60; 61.9 mil-
lion gallons in 1965-66; 58.4 million gal-
lons in 1971-72, and 53.4 million gallons
in 1972-%3. Those figures will become
significant and more meaningful as we
apply all the circumstances and the
trends that have developed in the industry
over those years.

‘The volume of production of milk used for
local requirements—that is, sales of milk
used for human consumption as we know
it in the metropolitan area—from the
source of quota holders has been 24.9 mil-
ilon gallons, and milk for other uses
amounted to 3.4 million gallons, mak-
ing a total of 283 million gallons. In
1974-75 the quantity of market miik pro-
duced was 25.5 million gesllons and the
volume of manufactured milk produced
was 16.5 million gallons. So all in all, in
1974-75, the total, according to the figures
supplied, was 42 million gallons in that
sector. On the manufacturing side the
total is 54.9 million gallons.

S0 we now have before us the trends
in production; we have available something
on which we can base our predictions for
the future. Western Australia is by no
means self sufficient Ih ifs requirements
of dairy products. As a matter of fact
in 1973-74 Western Australin used 9100
tonnes of butter, which is 8 kilograms or
17.61 pounds per annum—aza figure which
is falling. The production of cheese in
the same year amounted to 4 100 tonnes,
or 5.5 kilograms or 124 pounds per annum—
a fleure which is rising. Also, the pro-
duction of fluid milk in 1973-74 amounted
to 25 million gallons, or .34 litre or .6 pint
per household daily. The stage has now
been reached where this figure has be-
come nearly static.

Figures for imports in the year 1973-74
are rather startling. In all they total
$11 599000 from the Eastern States to-
gether with another $427000 from over-
seas countries. So Western Australia is
in the unfortunate positlon of spending
something like $12 million annually on
dairy products which it is capable of pro-
ducing itself. It is a question of economics
that precludes it from so doing.

It is a matter of some regret that the
structure of the industry has developed in

[ASSEMEBLY.)]

the way it has, particularly in regard to
quotas which has brought about a one-
sided development of the dairy industry
in Australia and a development which has
been adverse to our own State.

Mr Blaikie: And the status quo existed
while you were Minister, anyhow,.

Mr H, D. EVANS: Yes, but we set up the
DIA,

Mr Blaikie: T am just trying to establish
that this is something that has not hap-
pened overnight,

Mr H. D. EVANS: The honourahle mem-
ber will have noticed that I went back over
a decade with my figures, This is a de-
velopmental situation and is one that is
not easy to rectify in its entirety, but it
is & matter to which we can pay some at-
tention, and the policies as defined by the
Government and the Dalry Industry auth-
ority must be changed so that we can re-
store the situation to the greatest possible
maximum. This is the only year in which
we have an opportunity to rejuvenate the
industry which is faced with some
tremendous problems,

Mr Blaikie: We have to explain why
some 1500 people have left the industry.

Mr H. D. EVANS: T will deal with the
points raised by the member for Vasse as
that is a most important and falrly signifi-
cant question. Perhaps If I refer to the
pressures that have been placed on the in-
dustry and the results of them it will ex-
plain to some extent why the existing
situation has come about. It may be as
well to da that by citing the circumstances
surrounding a fairly typical manufactur-
ing dairy ferm which would budget for
16 000 pounds or 7500 kilograms of but-
ferfat. In 1873-74, the surplus after tax,
available to meet interest, repayments, or
capital expansion, amounted to $3000.
This is a tremendous sum, and the pro-
duction of 16 000 pounds of butterfat on
a dairy farm is a fairly major under-
taking. Probably it would be above the
normal, but the cost of production is
something that has affected all industries,
and the dairy industry is certainly no ex-
ception. Probably it has been harder hit
than most. The high rate of inflation
must have an impact on farm production
costs as you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr
Crane} would be well aware.

In 1971-72 the costs rose by an average
of 133 per cent compared with the 1960-63
figure. So, from 1960-83 to 1971-72—and
the flgures are readily available—the in-
crease in costs was in the order of 133
per cent. This gives an indication to thosa
who are not aware that whilst costs have
risen very steeply there has not been any
increment in the price paid to the manu-
facturing dairy farmer for his product.

In 1975-76 the average increase in costs
was 11 per cent of the current cost, and
146 per cent of the base year cost. So,
between 1960-83 and 1975-76 there has
been an increase In cost of the order of
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1468 per cent. That represents $600 on the
returns of production In the budget I re-
ferred to in respect of the hypothetical
farm.

I would like to refer to the decrease in
beef cattle returns, which has resulted
in a decrease in the incomes of most dairy
farmers, Generally the returns have been
halved, compared with the figures for the
previous year,

It is interesting to note the increases
appearing in the audited figures contained
in the table I have before me, because it
is a random selection of clients, These
figures apply to what are considered to
be the average good producers in the area.
The table tabulates the figures of beef re-
turns and random cattle sales, and they
show the comparison in the returns for
the years 1972 to 1975 inclusive. I shall
not go through the 44 sets of figures ap-
plying to the 11 growers for those four
years; it is sufficient to look at the totals.

I shall deal with the average return for
those four years. The decrease was $114,
$103. $122, angd $66 for the vear 1975-76
So hetween 1974-75 and 1975-76 there has
been a decrease from $122 to $66; that is
about half of the income each of thes:
producers derived from beef sales.

This has proved to be a disaster to many
people in the lower south-west, because
beef production is closely allied to the acti-
vities of the vast majority of producers in
that area.

My Blaikie: Can you tell us how the loss
in Commonnwealth subsidy of 8¢ per pound
will affect those producers?

Mr H. D, EVANS: T shall turn to the loss
in subsidy. I have made the point that it is
not only the decline in the price of butter-
fat and milk, but also the decline in the
price of heef, that has contributed to the
existing situation. The member for Vasse
has raised the point of the loss in subsidy.
This will reduce the unit value of hutter-
fat from 92.4c per kilogram during 1972-73
by 4.9¢ in 1973-74, by 9.7¢ in 1974-75, and
by 14.7c in 1975-76. This represents a vast
difference over the period during which the
subsidy has been removed.

It is probable that the member for Vasse
will point out the position in Western Aus-
tralla, but will not make reference to the
position in Victoria wher the npening price
this year for milk was about 80c per pound,
and an excess amount of the subsidy was
going to farmers in Victoria. They were
getting nearly four times the amount of
subsidy that was pald to farmers in West-
ern Australla. That is an inherent diffieul-
ty with subsidles, and the situation should
be sezen In that light. As far as Vietorla
was concerned it was to a large extent a
case of gilding the 1ily. However, the pos-
itfon was certainly the reverse in Western
Australia, and that has had a very marked
effect in this State.

The reduction to the farmer represents
in the order of $350 in the first
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year after the removal of the subsidy,
$700 In the second year, and $1050
in the third year. At the same time the
manufacturing dairy farmer still has to
live. He is confronted with the same prob-
lem which eonfronts the rest of the com-
munity. To maintain his position he must
receive g rise of 10 per cent or $300 based
on the figures for the base year, and that
is a fairly conservative rise.

The net effect after taxes is that a
farmer with a $3 000 surplus is reduced to
& marginal position of having something
like a $400 surplus. To maintain his
1972-73 nposition he must inerease his
production per cow by 48 Kilograms at no
extra cost, and it would be almost an im-
possible undertaking to do that; or else he
must increase his overall production or
receive an jncrease in the price of butter-
fat.

In this regard rather the converse occurs
—the conversion to beef production, and
the seeking of an outside job. To say the
very least, once a farmer takes on work
away from the farm he has great difficulty
in maintaining his level of development, I
know that some of these individuals take
jobs in timber mills—milk the cows in the
morning, work in the day, and milk the
cows again in the evening. I have said to
some of these people, “You will kill your-
selves working this way.” They replied,
““We have to keep the place going.” It Is
this sort of devotion and faith in the dev-
elopment of their properties which is
rather baffling. We have to respect the in-
dividuals who deo this, and I have tremen-
dous regard for them. However, what this
is doing to their health and te their lives
is difficult to ascertain.

So, the choice between increasing pro-
duction, and ceonverting o beef production
and taking a job, is an individual one. The
first course—the increase of 48 kilograms
per cow at no additional cost—is techni-
cally unlikely to succeed. It is very difficult
if not impossible to achieve, so we can dis-
regard that. The second course of an over-
all inerease in production is unlikely, and
in fact the total production has dropped.

At the onset T did say that 1975-76
would be the crucial year. It is a year in
which far-reaching decisions have had te
bha taken hy the industry. and this means
by individual farmers. The increase in
costs. and the deeline in prices, have
caused the overall position to become un-
tenable.

The Australlan Government has in-
creased the scope of its dalry industry
assistance programme, firstly by broaden-
ing the present Marginal Dairy Farms
Reconstruction Scheme. It has extended
the parameters of the scheme by intro-
ducing interest-free loans to help the set-
tlers to change over to refrigerated bulk
milk delivery, and to reallocate assistance
to displaced farmers and dziry factory
workers. All this has come out of the dalry
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industry adjustment programme, as con-
ceived by the Australian Government.

Under the plan the farmers are expected
to expand dairying, or to diversify out of
dairying, These are the underlying prin-
cipies behind the programme. Other meas-
ures are &lso involved, and the first 1s that
land purchase is possible if it will assist
the farmer to increase production. It 1is
possible for a dalry farmer to obtain
a loan to increase the size of his prop-
erty, and this loen is provided over
a period of 25 years at 6 per cent In-
terest. Loans for property develop-
ment are procurable from the same
source. The interest rate depends on the
purpose for which a loan is made.

The desite of many people in the in-
dustry—the farmers and the Farmers
Unijon allke—is tp convert the industry
into a bulk pickup system. This is more
readily achieved by the availability of in-
terest-free leans for the acquisition of vats
zo t}éat bulk milk pickup can be intro-
uced.

Some farmers will convert, but others
will not, This is a decision that is left to
the farmers themselves. The great diffi-
culty which will arise in some areas is
that there will be conversion on the part
of a number of farmers. Onece a bulk
tanker has been put on the run it is guite
possible that those who wish to remain in
butterfat production, with sidelines of
dairy calves and pigs, will not have an
assured source of pickup, This is one
difficulty which will emanate. However,
it is a decision which eculd be forced on
some farmers.

The immediate prospects for beef pro-
duction will be detailed during the course
of a later debate, notice of which has been
given for some time., However, one thing
is certain: Becsuse of low beef prices,
opportunities to diversify in the lower
south-west have been reduced and, in fact,
they are now quite limited. There are other
areas of dlversification, apart from beef
production, but beef production is the best
means,

When the producer is receiving less than
the cost of producing an animal, obviously
one will not find many takers being pre-
pared to enter that lne of production.
There are certaln opportunities left, but
each has a corresponding problem.

The main lines of diversification are
vegetable growing in some areas, but here
again this vear the contracts have been
halved by the processors a&s a result of
which some heef farmers and vegetable
producers have been caught. Orcharding is
no longer a profitable undertaking, The
remaining opportunity to enter orchard-
ing is certainly not In the growing of
apples, but rather in the growing of the
canning varieties of peaches for which
there i1s now, and probably will be in the
future, a fairly healthy market.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Potato production is feeling the effect
of Eastern States competition, because
there has been increasing production in
the Eastern States as a result of the de-
cline in beef prices. Because of section 92
of the Australian Constitution potatoes
grown In the Eastern States can be dump-
ed in Western Australia to the detriment
of the growers here. This being a clased
industry, with limits applied to produc-
tion, dairy farmers find ereat difficulty in
breaking into potato growing. So the pros-
peet of potato growing as a means of di-
versification is rather limited. That is the
position which pertains to opportunities
for diversification in the dairy industry.

The member for Vasse probably will be

.interest.ed in the equalisation position, as

it has developed In the course of this
year. Equalisation simply means that the
proceeds from overseas sales are pooled
with the proceeds received from local
markets. The producer is then paid an
equalised, or averaged, amount. The pay-
ment comes through his factory, The sys-
tem has had a grievous setback because
of very low export returns. The greater the
quantity exported the lower the return {o
the producer. We are an overall importer
which means that the Eastern States
exports have an effect on Western Austra-
lian producers. This Is something which
puts our own producers in a very awkward
position.

The equalisation figures showed an in-
crease of about 6¢ per poeund on the ori-
ginal figure mooted in 1974-75. At the
beginning of the 1974-75 season the interim
price—that is, the price paid by the
factory at the start of the season
—was 49.5¢ per pounhd. By compari-
son, the interim prlee for this year is
47.56¢c per pound, which is 2¢ lower than
it was last year. It came as something of a
shock to the dalfrymen to find that the
price at the end of last year, which was
55¢ per pound, was reduced to 47.56c per
pound for the interim price for 1975-76.
The drop has caused some reaction but it
has to be appreciated that the significant
figures are 47.5¢ and 49.5c. Those are the
two starting figures—the prices paid at the
beginning of each of the two seasons.
There will be an increase but if is impos-
sible to say by how much at this time.
The increase will not be known until the
results of the overseas sales have been
presented to the equalisation commiitee,
when the price will be determined. The
drop in price is virtually 2¢, and not 8.5c
which might appear to be the case when
the wrong pair of flgures are confrasted.

The member for Vasse referred to the
cost-of-production Agures and had he been
present I could have pointed out to him
those very figures. The most recent BAE
survey of the industry covered the 1969-
70 period, and it was a useful insight into
the capacity of farmers to adapt them-
selves to changing situatlons, especlally
in the light of economle conditions. The
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survey showed a marked improvement in
income levels for farmers, with the 1971
average being a little over double what it
was in 1964,

The increase can be attributed to a
number of factors: greater farm size;
increased productivity associated with the
jncrease in farm size; increased capital
investment resulting from better use of
labour; the use of herring-bone dairies;
the use of bulk milk tankers for bulk
pickup, and the economies which this rep-
resented; Innovations;, disease control;
artificial breeding; improved milking tech-
nigues; and fodder conservation.

However, there has to be a limit to
which a farmer can go in adapting and
innovating in an effort to keep pace with
economic trends. A one-man unit must
finally reach a physical limitation which
precludes further innovation and develop-
ment,

The dairying industry, probably more
than any other animal production ind-
dustry—and here I am having regard for
the full spectrum of stock farming--re-
quires a high level of technical competence
by the producer. This is not generally real-
ised but, nevertheless, it is a prerequisite of
suceess. It is an industry which requires
high capitalised modern facilities, and it
has to keep pace with changes not only
in this State but also in the Eastern States
and throughout the world. It also 1e-
quires herd development over many ycars
of patient husbandry.

Dalrying is a form of produetion not to
pe entered into lighitly. Once an indivi-
dual leaves it, it is most unlikely he will
return to it. The effort of starting again
and developing a herd, and establishing
management routines and technigues is
something which very few people are
likely to take on for a second time. So
while we have dairymen it is in the inter-
ests of the State and our economy to see
that they remain in the industry as far
as possible.

The corollary to this matter—and it is
necessary to have regard for it—is the
population figure and the overall require-
ment for milk and dairy products with
which this State will be faced in the com-
ing years.

Current figures show we have a popu-
lation slightly in excess of one million.
Demographic studies reveal that our popu-
lation levels in 1995 and 2000 will be much
higher. If we allow for a 2 per cent in-
crease, by 1985 the population in this
State will be 1.33 million, and in 1995 we
will reach 1.62 million.

If we allow a 3.2 per cent increment we
can expect a population of 1.66 million by
1985 and 2.2 million by 1995. The actual
increase during the period 1963-68 was
3.22 per cent, and for the 1968-73 period
it had reached 3.36 per cent. It is a mat-
ter for conjecture whether the increase
in past years can be correlated with the
expected increase in the future. To some
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extent the figures for the future could be
crystal ball gazing, but one thing is cer-
tain: we can expect some level of increase
in population.

The population of the future, naturally,
will require whole milk and dairy pro-
ducts. A population of 1.62 million could
be expected to require 32.4 million gallons
of milk per year, and a population of 2.2
million would require in the order of 35
million gallons of milk per year, The gal-
lonage produced as market milk during
1974-%5 was 25.5 million, with a total over-
all State production of 54.9 million. So,
we have to maintain only the existing pro-
duction of the State at the present time—
naturally with a safety margin—to ensure
there is no deficiency. This is a prin-
ciple which has always been adopted in
the industry and it will need to he re-
tained in the future.

A level of this order needs to be re-
tained to meet the State’s requirements,
and we are considering a very real re-
sponsibllity. I again make the point that
if the industry is allowed to deteriorate
and run down to a level below that which
it has now reached, it will be almost im-
possible to retrieve it. This is the only
vear in which we will have an opportunity
to reconstruct the Industry to the level
required.

Obvicusly, farmers will not stay in the
industry unless net returns are such as to
enable them to maintain z reasonable
standard of living. For their own personal
reasons, a few of them will accept a
standard which is not acceptable to the
general population. For personal reasons
they are prepared to accept the poverty
which will result if the industry sinks to
a lower level.

I also point out that factories cannot
stay in operation unless they are provided
with a throughput which allows economic
operation. Economies of scale play a
large part. At the present time factories
are faced with reduced throughputs. Fac-
tories and depots are also faced with in-
creasing costs, Dparticularly for labour,
Factorles are subject to very restricted
diversification and they are constantly
plagued by increasing competition from
the Eastern States. More and more varie-
ties of dalry products are coming in from
the Eastern States,

It 1s axlomatic and g fact of life that
if somebody can make a profit out of
bringing a commodity into Western Aus-
tralia he will do so. This has heen dem-
onstrated with potatoes, beef, eggs, and
lamb. There is very little loyalty as far
as merchants are concerned; if there Is a
margin to be made, they will make it. It
is the same story with dalry produce; if
it is economic to bring it in, it will be
brought in. At the present time the butter
oll and sollds required for the manufac-
ture of ice cream are being imported from
the Eastern States.
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Mr Blalkie: And milk from Queensland.

Mr H. D. EVANS: With UHT milk
capable of l¥ing on the shelves for months,
the practicalities of that cannot he dis-
counted, As the price differential between
UHT and fresh milk decreases, the pro-
bortion of imports will increase, as the
member for Vasse points out.

Without the production and throughput
required to maintain these factories, a
problem will exist for the total industry.
Market milk producers will always require
an outlet for their surplus milk. At any
rate, they are obliged under the terms of
their license to provide 10 per cent over
their quota, and as dalrying is a very sea-
sonal business there is & considerable sur-
plus to be disposed of in the flush perlods.
So it is in the interests of market milk
vroducers to have an active, viable manu-
facturing segment of which they have the
opportunity to avail themselves.

A survey two years ago showed 1t was
possihle that as many as 60 per cent of
manufacturing dairymen in some areas
could leave the industry. The impact that
represents Is very damaging indeed and
has a total effect as far as all dairymen
are ccncerned. The challenge today is
to try to find ways to avold that situation.

The Tonkin Government put in the
hands of its suecesors the machinery
whereby the dairy industry could have
been revitalised and restructured to a very
large degree. Up to this stage the present
Government has made a thcrough mess of
it as far as the long-term security of the
manufacturing section of the industry is
concerned.

Although this is a year in which de-
cisions are necessary, 1t has been marked
by almost an absence of guldance, direc-
tion, and leadership on the part of the
dairy companies, which certainly have an
involvemen{. It is noticeable that they
will not commit themselves, They have
made no effort to organise the situation
or give an indication to the industry of
their plans and commitments in the fu-
ture, They are prepared to sit back and
pick up the crumbs without affording
proper access to information for the deci-
sions which are far-reaching not only for
themselves but also for the State. So on
this count the dairy companies rate fairly
low in my opinion.,

The Dairy Industry Authority does not
rate a great number of marks, either. The
authority was vested with the necessary
pow2rs at the time the Dairy Industry Bill
was introduced. That was done deliber-
ately so that the authority could meet
any contingency and resolve the in-
dustry in terms which would be the most
satisfactory for the State as a whole. Its
fajlure in this regard is one of the rea-
sons this motion is before the House. The
policy it has followed is not conducive
to long-term stability and revival.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Government, likewise, has shirked
or omitted to fulfil its role. It has not
got to the areas where these decisions are
made—~remembering that farmers are con-
fronted with going into bulk packing. To
some extent this has been forced on them.
They must make a decision whether or not
to upgrade their premises and remain in
dairying in future years. They have been
given no guidance. They have just been
allowed to flounder around on their own.
Those people whose responsibilty it was
to give direction have certainly not done
s0.

Mr Blaikie: Tell us how the position
was forced on them by the bulk milk vats.

Mr H. D, EVANS: I referred earlier to
the dairy farm assistance scheme. Ini-
tially, loans for bulk milk vats were to
extend until June nexti year., A sum of
$28 million was made available, This is
one of the reasons we do not have to look
far. It is a year in which there is to be
an examination of many points. The
availability of interest-free loans for bulk
vats is one of the factors; the removal of
the subsidy, the increase in the costs farm-
ers are confronted with, and the decline
in the price paid for their product eman-
ating from the equalisation situation are
other factors. A series of factors has con-
tributed to this siutation. It is for this
reason that so many problems need to be
resolved this year, but no action is he-
ing taken.

The point that concerns me about the
$28 million to which reference has been
made is the announcement that applica-
tions under this scheme will not be re-
ceived after the end of this month; that
is, the 31st August. The reason for this
is the proposed expenditure of these funds.
I understand that two Treasury officials
will visit us early in September to review
the situation. However, at the same time
the position is further clouded and in-
tensified by the fact that finances under
the aid programme may not be available
after the 31st August, and this moest unde-
sirable situation is confronting the in-
dustry.

Mr Blaikie: Have you taken it up with
your Commonwealth counterparts?

Mr H. D. EVANS: By telegram and let-
ter, yes.
Mr Blaikie: What was the reply?

Mr H. D. EVANS: The only practical
solution that presents itself is that con-
tained in the motion I have moved. Firstly,
the minimum daily quantity of a market
milk quota must be reduced. Currently
the existing minimum market milk quota
js 62 gallons, and this is based on a calcu-
lation made by the Dairy Industry Auth-
ority as being the minimum amount of
production that would give an individual
market milk dairyman a return to keep
his enterprise viable and economic. It
must be remembered that we are con-
sidering a purely whole-milk operation,
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and very few sidelines would be involved.
So what the manufacturing dairyman
needs, and needs urgently, is an increased
income if he is to stay in business much
longer. He needs money to convert to
a bulk pickup and the necessary upgrading
which will be inevitable in most cases.

An increased quota of 30 gallons a day,
if it were available to all dairymen who
were prepared and able to accept it, would
result in an increase of something like
$12 per day to each dairyman, represent-
ing the difference between 30 gallons at
20c and 30 gallons at 40c. ‘This would
be $84 per week or $4 368 per year In-
creased income to the dairyman for no
additional work as he is producing the
milk already. The additional income
would at least finance the conversion, and
it is the only source of increased income
available to him,

The initlal increase on the quota would
not need to be for a full year, and, of
course, there would be inherent difficulties
in the implementation of the system. If a
minimum quota of 32 gallons were avail-
able for a period of nine or 10 months in
the normal course of the manufacturing
season it would provide the income that is
necessary to keep manufacturing dairymen
afloat and able to convert. Probably it
would take some time for a dairyman to
adijust his management techniques—for in-
stance double calving annually, the pro-
vision of irrigation, fodder conservation,
and such matters—to enable him to con-
tinue his operation for a full 12-month
pericd. So at the same time it would be
necessary to allow quotas for that period
of several months to those dalrymen who
desire to take them up. To ensure the
quotas are taken up perhaps it would be
necessary to institute some form of incen-
tive payment but there is ho reason that
this could not be achieved through an in-
dustry fund. If we reach the stage where
partial quotas are given, or quotas for a
limited period of the year, incentives will
be necessary, and the industry must con-
sider the type of incentive. However, such
& system is quite practical.

We must consider how these quotas can
be allocated to the pecple concerned. In
1976, 30 new quotas at the 62-gallon minj-
mum rate will be made available.

Mr Blaikie: No, 31.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Yes, 31. That
means that just over 1 900 gallons of milk
per day will be available for distribution
next year. When we consider the number
of quotas fransferred in recent times and
the reply given early last week to the
Leader of the Opposition that there was
in excess of 2 600 gallons per day avallable,
something over 4 500 gallons per day could
have been distributed. This would give 150
dairymen a minimum quota of 50 gallons
a day. So the whole thing has been prac-
tical right along the line, because I do
not believe we would find more than 150
dairymen who would be in a position or
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who would desire to take on a whole-milk
quota.

I would llke to suggest also some system
of an annual increment, but it would
need a great deal of research and pro-
jection before any positive statement
could be made on that. However, the fact
remains that had the Government wanted
to do it, it could have been done. Dairy-
men operating in the more remote arcas
could have been provided quite easily with
s minimum quota which would have en-
abled their survival.

There is no difficulty about the transpor-
tation of the milk to Perth. Much of the
milk produced under market milk quotas
in the southern areas now finds its way
to Perth, without ever finding its way into
a bottle. This is over-quota milk which is
utilized through a process of accommoda-
tion which the factories have adopted
amongst themselves. The system is prac-
tical, but 1t has not been utllised fully.
This is the tragedy that the industry faces.

I have made the point that this looks
like being the only year that the Govern-
ment will have the opportunity to make
any real attempt to retain a manufactur-
ing dairy industry. It is a deplorable situa-
tion, when we look at it objectively. The
more dairy farmers we can retain in an
area, the greater the prospect of maintain-
ing a transportation system to them, as
well as everything else that will ensure the
continuation of the industry in that par-
ticular area.

My motion refers to the need to reduce
the price of imarket milk quotas. The
current price has been fixed at $250 per
gallon, but I doubt very much whether
$250 per gallon would actually purchase
a quota. There is no way to control the
price once the quota gets onto the market
place.

Mr Stephens: You would have a chance
of getting one at $350 per gallon.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am sure that if one
did not offer $350 per gallon, one would
not stand much chance of obtaining a
quota at this juncture.

Mr Stephens: No.

Mr H. D, EVANS: However, it would be
very difficult to prove this point. Even
the $250 per galion price is repugnant. I
belleve $50 per gallon would be far more
appropriate and as much as the Industry
could stand, of course, excepting those
producers who are in the position to avail
themselves of every opportunity te pur-
chase quotas. I indicated the economics
of purchasing by established market milk
producers the other night.

I do not propose to go over the points I
made on that occasion even if you, Sir,
were sufficiently tolerant to allow me to
do so.

If manufacturing dairymen can purchase
a quota from the Dairy Industry Authority
at $50 a gallon they would have s chance.
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The queota that has already actually been
transferred was available at that price. It
could be made available to the dairymen
by the Dairy Industry Authority and
charged to them at $50 a gallon, not as
a substantial whole amount but as a de-
duction from the monthly payments the
farmers receive for their products. Deduc-
tions from cream cheques have been part
of the industry since its establishment in
this State, and the same system could quite
easily function for this purpose,

Mr Blaikie: The companies would do the
financing?

Mr H. D. EVANS: No, the authority
should be given access to funds for this
purpose, and probably an interest rate
would be involved. The point I make is that
this method is practicable, but it is being
neglected, The result of the policy of the
Government will be to create a dairy in-
dustry elite. This is what will happen, and
the policy of the Government will encour-
age the growth of large producers up to the
250 gallons a day maximum. Obviously
these are men whe will not be dairvmen in
the true sense because they will each have
to employ a couple of fellows and they
themselves will not be involved in dairy-

ing. This is the situation that will arise,

and it is typical of the attitude of the pre-
sent Government which supports the big
man and big industry. The Premier him-
self has gone on record as saying, “Get hig
or get out.” Here is that attitude in prac-
tice, and undeniably so, It is contrary to
the interests and the retention of the
smaller family unit which is the backbone
of the structure of the dairy industry.

The policy that has been adopted and
the trends which will arise as a result of
it are undeniably favourable to the large
established market milk man, The trend
will continue that way because he is the
only one who will be able to buy a quota.

Mr Blaikie: You are not being com-
pletely fair when you say that.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The policy will give
rise to this trend, and the member for
Vasse knows it as well as ahybody else in
this House does.

Mr Blaikie: I will challenge you on this
point. Who laid down the policy of $250
a gallon? Let us be honest.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Dairy Industry
Authority.

Mr Blaikie: Na, The Farmers’ Union
agreed to the policy of $250 a gallon,

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Dairy Industry
Authority lajd down the figure of $250 a
gallon, and it was supported by the Farm-
ers’ Union.

Mr Blaikie: You are wrong. The Farmers’
Union laid down the policy and it was
supparted by the DIA.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The fact is that both
the DIA and the Farmers' Unioh support
a negotiability price of $250 a gallon.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr Blaikie; And a8 maximum quota of
250 gallons.

Mr H. D. EVANS: That is right,
Mr Blaikie: Now you are being honest.

Mr H. D, EVANS: I have never been
anything less than that.

Mr Jamieson: Ask him to withdraw that
remark,

Mr H, D. EVANS; The fact remains that
the situation is not the right one. I do not
care whose policy it is; what I am pointing
out is that if the policy is followed it will
be to the detriment of and will mean the
dead finish of the manufacturing section of
the dairy industry.

Mr Blajkie: You said it was the policy
of the Government, and you are wrong.

Mr H. D. EVANS: 1t is still the policy of
the Government; it is still the policy of
the Farmers' Union; and it is still the pol-
icy of the DIA,

Mr Bleikie: Now you are starting to
really get going; you are doing well now.

Mr H. D. EVANS: What is the honour-
able member's problem? The policy that is
currently heing followed is the wrong one
in the interests of the manufacturing sec-
tion of the dairy industry and in the long-
term interests of the total dairy industry
in this State.

Defence of negotiability at that level is
impossible to justify. It is rather a hope-
less proposition to try to defend a figure
so intangible as this if one cares to be
objective and honest. There are other
matters in the policy of the Farmers’
Union which are also followed by the
Dairy Industry Authority, but these are
matters of lesser consequence and while
I agree with some of them I do not agree
with others. It is the essential matters
—the ones which will determine whether
the industry will survive or nhot—that we
are concerned with tonight.

I would like to make reference to an-
other aspect of the long-term outlook of
the dalry industry in this State. I refer
to the cost of production figures. By way
of an answer to a question I was informed
that the cost of production of market milk
in Pinjarra is 59.2¢ a gallon; in Harvey
it is 40.84¢ for dry land and 42.02 for ir-
rigated land; in Busselton it is 37.12¢,
and in Albany 51.0lc. Arising from that
answer I asked a further question re-
garding the loss sustained by the Gov-
ernment in providing irrigation to those
areas in the whole-milk producing section
of the State, and I was told that in 1974-
75 the loss was $1 082 161. I asked a fur-
ther question regarding whether this loss
had been taken into account In the cal-
culation of milk production costs, and I
was informed that it had not. I was told
that if it were taken into account it would
result in a further 1.69¢ a gallon. That
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gives us a better perspective of the cost of
production in the existing accepted areas
in which historically milk has been pro-
duced.

It means that the deficit between Bus-
selton and the Harvey area is actually
6.58¢c a galion, which is a considerable cost
about which several conclusions may be
drawn.

We have seen the preduction of potatoes
move from Benger to the areas of Donny-
brook, Pemberton, Manjimup, Marybrook,
and Albany for the very good reason that
those areas are more suited to the pro-
duction of potatoes. The soils, the climate,
and the total geography of those areas is
conducive to betier crop produection and,
as a consequence, the more northern
area has declined.

On the same basis 1t could well be that
milk production as we know it could re-
cede in the future to the areas which are
more naturally climatically sulted to it,
because the figure for the Busselton area
is 37.12¢ a gallon as against something
approaching 6.68c higher for the irrigation
areas. So there is a further aspect to this
cost business, and it is one to which I
have alluded before. If we are golng to
bulld into the cost structure of a pint of
milk the purchase price of a quota, we
will be constructing a false economy in
which the Commissioner for Consumer
Affairs should be taking a close interest.

S0 while we are producing milk at an
artifictal cosi in one particular ares and
building into the economic structure of
the industry a cost which should not be
there, surely the consumer is entitled to
question whether or not the industry is
entitled to the protection the current cost
structure affords it. This is inherent in
any orderly marketing situation. There
must be a fair go not only for the pro-
ducer but also for the consumer, other-
wise it cannot and will not be acceptable,
and will not work,

Members will appreciate from my re-
marks that the difficulties of the industry
have intensified to such an extent that if
they are not resolved this vear, it will be
too late. The policies that have heen fol-
lowed by the Dairy Industry Authority
have been against the long-term interests
of the Industry and the State In general.
I we are {p maintain the industry as we
know it, for the future production of our
dairy requirements, as well as to retaln in
the socuthernmost regions of this State an
industry which will permit the population
to be retained—not increased, but re-
tained and majntalned—action must be
taken immediately in regard to prices, and
the lack of alternatives and opportunities
to diversify.

After all, if we remove manufacturing
and dalrying from the lower part of the
south-west, it would represent a blow
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from which 1 could not Iforesee any re-
covery in the mid-term; perhaps in the
long term the area may recover, although
I cannol be certain even of that. In my
opinion, the State will take a long time
to recover if the dairy industry is reduced
to the level predicted by the surveys.

The measures to which I have alluded
this evening in speaking to my motion are
fundamental; they are major measures
which will enable a reasonable percentage
of the existing, manufacturing dairymen
to swrvive. If the situation remains un-
changed, their chances will be very limited
indeed. The same situation applies with
the minimum daily quantity of the market
milk quota; if reduced, it will give the
producers an opportunity to make some-
thing in the order of $84 extra a week on
the work and production they are now
achieving. An entitiement of 30 gallons
should be given to every dalryman who is
in a position to accept it, and who wants
to accept it. Such quotas should be granted
on a partial basis, rather than the annual
entirety of the industry.

The purchase price of market milk
should be reduced accordingly. I have
suggested a flgure of $50, but I bhelieve
even this figure is still too high. There
is no justification for a price on market
milk. When in New South Wales it
was announced that in 18 months’ time
the negotiahility price would be reduced,
the price fell from $185 to $5.10, indicat-
ing the sort of artificial inflation existing
In the industry. The negotiability of
quotas, coupled with the very question-
able costs of production we see hefore us,
make it most important that an examina-
tion he carried out on the genheral situa-
tion in the industry. I trust that in the
long-term interests of the dairy industry
my motion will receive the support it de-
serves.

Mr SKIDMORE: I second the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Old
{Minister for Agriculiure).

COMMONWEALTH BUDGET
Condemnation: Motion

MR YOUNG (Scarborough) [9.45 pm.1:
I move—

That in the opinion of this House
the Commonwealth Government’s
Budget for 1975-76 will:

(a) fail to stimulate the rural,
mining and secondary indus-
tries and employment;

(b} make no inroads on gallop-
ing inflation which is con-
tinuing to rob the average
Australian of his savings,
security of employment and
the prospect of owning and
keeping his own house;

(e) cause a huge Increased taxa-
tion burden to fall on the
shoulders of certain selected
sections of the community;
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(d) cause massive reductions in
necessary State works pro-
grammes such as housing,
schools and roads; and

(e) contribute to the further de-
terioration of the rura! com-
munities as well as continue
to aggravate the worst un-
employment record in the
nation’s history.

For these and other reasons the
Whitlam Government is to be con-
demned for failing to properly man-
age the affairs of the nation.

The new Treasurer (Mr Hayden} who was
the champion of Medibank—

Mr Rertram: Hear, hear!

Mr YOUNG: I knew there would be g
“hear, hear” very early in my remarks.
The new Treasurer is now the perpetra-
tor of a document of deceit, the like of
whiph this nation has rarely seen before
in its history. Before members oppcsite
start to laugh too much, I suggest they
read not the Treasurer’'s Budget Sspeech
but the real facts contained in the in-
come and expenditure statements pre-
pared not by the Treasurer but by the
Treasury, because therein lies the real
truth of the economic management of the
country for the next 12 months.

I can assure members that there will be
ng laughter from the other side of the
House, in the Labor Party generally, or
amongst the people of this country at ihe
end of the next fiscal year as the result
of this Budget. ‘This self-professed
champion of private enterprise—as he
claimed to be when he became the fourth
Treasurer of the Whitlam Government—
has suddenly found himself in the situa-
tion of presenting his first Budget, and
has given no incentive whatsoever to pri-
vate enterprise or to the people of this
country.

In fact, the verblage of the Treasurer's
Budget speech was o0 clever and
Machiavellian that when reading the
Treasury papers and the Budget speech
alongside one another, I can honestly tell
members that I had to check the date of
the document titled “Estimate of receipts
and summary of estimated expenditure”
which accompanied the Budget documents
because I could not believe that what the
Treasury had to say about the Budget
related to the same year, I am referring
now to Budget paper No. 4; however, I
intend to go into that aspect in more
detall later in my remarks.

Every now and again in the history of
2 nation some Government, as a result of
its own actions, finds it impossible to resist
the temptation to avoid its due ighomin-
ity by putting forward a false economic
situation to the people of the nation. I
beljeve that moment certainly has arrived
in this country. However, what the Whit-
lam Government in Canberra has overlook-
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ed is the fact that one must always face
up to a day of reckoning.

It is all very well to write a Budget
speech in flowery verbiage and draw at-
tention to all the so-called advantages of
the Budget; but when the day comes when
the people the Government is supposed to
represent put their hands Into thelr pock-
ets and find they are empty, and find next
that their burean drawers are full of bills
which cannot be pald, suddenly the words
contained in the Budget speech will be-
come so meaningless as to be ridiculous.

Mr Skidmore: That is a well substan-
tlated argument if ever I heard one.

Mr YOUNG: It is, and I will continue
to substantiate it fully for the hon-
ourable member; if he cares to refute my
arguments at the conclusion of my
speach, I will be very glad to hear him.
In my opinion, the day of reckoning
for this Commonwealth Government will
come about six months after the incep-
tion of the Budget.

Mr Barnett: Is that the time of the
next Federal election?

Mr YOUNG: Do not get frightened. I
believe the real crunch for the average
Australian taxpayer will come in six
months, when he finds out what the
Budget is all about, and what the Treas-
ury has in store for him in 1976.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You are no expert, you
know, in examining the Budget.

Mr YOUNG: I do not claim to be an
expert in anything.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You made a mess of
examining my Budget.

Mr YOUNG: What I claim to be able
to do is to read the 1975-76 Budgei pre-
sented by the present Federal Treasurer
and the Receipts and Summary of Esti-
mated Expenditure issued by the Treas-
ury. I claim to be able to read them,
and so does the Treasury.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: What about this empty
Treasury you were going to find when we
went out of office?

Mr YOUNG: We have been through that
on a humber of occasions.

Mr Taylor; You have been through what
was left in the Treasury.

Mr YOUNG: Certainly enough has been
said about that. I want o quote some
words uitered by a Federal Leader of the
Opposition. He said—

Do you believe that Australia can
afford another three years like the
last 20 months? Are you prepared to
maintain at the head of your affairs
a coalition which has lurched into

crisis after erisis, embarrassment
piled on embarrassment, week after
week ?

Will you accept another three years
of waiting for next week's crisis, next
week’s blunder? Will you again en-
trust the nation's economy to the men
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who  deliberately but needlessly
created Australia’s worst unemploy-
ment for ten years? Or to the
same men who have presided over the
worst inflation for 20 years?

Mr Bertram: Why is it you have no
faith in your Federal Leader of the Oppo-
sition?

Mr YOUNG: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion who said that was Mr Gough Whitlam
at the Blacktown Civic Centre in Novem-
ber, 1972. What a statement that was! He
said—

. . . Australia’s worst unemployment
for 10 years? Or to the same men who
have presided over the worst infiation
for 20 years?

When the previous Government went out
of office inflation was running at about 5
per cent, In the Treasurer's Budget speech
he has built in, as acceptable, an inflation
factor of 23 per cent. When we look more
deeply at some of the figures in this Bud-
get speech there are certain arcas of the
economy that will eventually increase hy
more than 23 per cent.

Mr Bertram: What can we do about
that?

Mr YOUNG: That is what the Federal
Government is saying. It keeps on saying,
“What can we do about it?” Has any Op-
position member known Cne single over-
seas factor that has caused inflation in this
couniry?

Mr H. D. Evans: Not much!

Mr Sibson: You were asked to name
them; not to argue.

vr H. D. Evans: Overseas investment of
$1 900 million in one year and failure to
devalue started inflation before the change
of Government.

Sir Charles Court: That did not cause
inflation.

Mr YOUNG: In three years the Com-
monwealth Government has brought
about & total deficit of $5000 million.
Every other country in the western world
that has sufferrd inflation at least has a
hasic reason to put forward as the cause,
and that was an increase in fuel prices,
Australia did not have that reason to ad-
vance. This country has been brought to
its knees as the result of the activities of
the Commonwealth Government in failing
to recognise that the only thing that stops
inflation is production, and production is
not, being encouraged by the present Com-
monwealth Government and never will be,
1t;siecause it does not suit it to have no infla-

on.

Mr Bertram: You would not agree with
the philesophy of your own Premier.

Mr YOUNG: I think it is basic socialistic
philosophy to have inflation, It is a nec-
essary platform to bring about socialism
in a free world, because soclalism—

Mr Skidmore: Russia does not have in-
flation.
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_ Mr YOUNG: I was saying that soc-
ialist countries have to have inflation in
lorcl'elr to bring everyone down fo the one
evel.

I want t¢ go into more detail with
some of the aspects of the Hayden Budget
which liave niot been readily recognised by
members of the Opposition, and which per-
haps have not been given sufficlent pub-
licity in the Press in regard to their ef-
fect on the people of the country. I am
particularly concerned that members
should know the difference between my
condemnation of the Treasurer and the
Treasury, because the Treasury has to be
totally clrcumspect In the way it pro-
grammes its accounts. It cannot use flow-
ery (erms to deseribe plain, diabolical, and
desolate facts relating to finance. It can
use figures only, I want that to be clearly
understood by members opposite.

Pirstly, I will concentrate on the failure
of the Budget to stimulate the private sec-
tor of the economy generally. I want to
concentrate also on the huge increase in
taxation that will result from this particu-
lar Budget. For the sake of members op-
posite they have to understand that the
Treasury of this country has said that the
increase in taxes per head of population
will be $256 for every mean, woman, and
child, employed or unemployed, in the
country next year.

Mr Bertram: The average.

Mr YOUNG: It is an average of $256 per
head of population for every man, woman,
and child. The increase in income tax
alone, as g result of the Budget produced
by the great benevolent Austraiian Govern-
ment will be $187 per head for every man,
woman, and child employed or unemploy-
ed, and one can imagine what effect that
will have on those who are employed. The
Treasurer has admitted that this Is so.

Let me point out to members oppasite
that this is in respect only of those peonle
who are pald their salarles and who pay
their taxes as they earn. It has no bearing
on a person such as Lang Hancock who is
the highest individual taxpayer in Austra-
lia, This figure is in respect of people who
pay their taxes at the source out of their
salaries and wages.

I think it must hurt all socialists to
learn that their socialist Government has
raised taxation by $256 per head of popu-
lation on every man, woman and child in
the counfiry.

Mr Jamieson: That is an average flgure.

Mr YOUNG: An average figure?

Mr Jamieson: Yes.

Mr YOUNG: I will get down to specifics
in a moment.

Mr Jamieson: I will lend you a handker-
chief when you start to cry in a moment
on their behalf.

Mr YOUNG: In other words, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition does not mind
the average taxpayver being hit like that.
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Mr Hartrey: I do not admit it.

Mr YOUNG: Does the honourable mem-
ber deny the document nroduced by the
Commonweaith Treasurer?

Mr Bertram: How do you calculate the
six months? I suggest it is more like nine
months.

The SPEAKER: I would suggest that
the honourable member should address the
Chair.

Mr YOUNG: I also intend to cover tpe
inflationary aspect of the Budget and its
total acceptance by the Commonwealth
Government for its own ohvious purposes.
The effects of the Budget on State works
programmes is significant. Firstly, in re-
gard to its failure to stimulate industry,
company taxes have been reduced by cnly
24 per cent. The Federal Treasurer asli-
mates that this will cost $123 million in
a financial year. At the moment inflation
in this country is forcing every compaiy,
private and public, to pay dividends out
of capital, because the real profits—

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Did you say every
company?

Mr YOUNG: Every company would be
paying dividends out of capital.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: That is absolute non-
sense, and I have proof of that in my bag
here.

Mr YOUNG: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Yes.

Mr YOUNG: I will be interested to hear
it. 1If the situation is such that the com-
pany accounts being presented daily by
jarge and small companies is according to
the way financial analysts read them; to
the way that the Institute of Chartered
Accountants reads them; to the way that
the Australian Soclety of Accountants I:ea.ds
them, and to the way that the Institute
of Management reads them, then the
situation is diabolical. At this point I
will have to admit that the Leader of the
Opposition is probably correct in that
there would be certain circumstances
where companies could be geared In ca_p_l-
tal where they may not be paying divi-
dends out of capital.

n the main the inflation rate has caused
companies to pay not only their taxes but
aisn their dividends out of capital.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I am telling you that
Colonial Sugar Refinery is not paying divi-
dends out of capital.

Mr YOUNG: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion talls in very interesting terms. I think
last vear the net profit of thg.t, company
was in the vicinity of $100 million.

The saving in the magnanimous ges-
ture of the Commonwesglth Government in
rezerd to company tax represents about
tho net profit of one company, the amount
jnvolved is $120 million. That is the total
esst to the Commonwealth Government,
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and the total benefit that is to be granted
by it to industry. If the Government con-
tinues with the policy it is adopting at the
moment in regard to companies and in-
d.nudual taxpayers, then I say the incen-
tive to produce in this country will almost
certainly disappear to the extent that real
production will slowly grind to a halt
within the next 12 months.

No attempt has been made by the Com-
monwealth Government to remove the
mandatory distribution of dividends by
private companies; I consider that to be
scandalous, I admit that for years and
years the Liberai-Country Party Govern-
ment maintained the mandatory distribu-
tion of dividends in private companies, but
at least there was a different rate of tax
paid by private companies, as compared
with public companies, However, the pre-
sent Commonwealth Government says that
all companies must pay the same rate of
tax. The private company after paying its
taxes is foreced to pay dividends to share-
holders who in turn are taxed again. If
that is an inducement {o the private enter-
prise secter then I am a Dutchman’'s
uncle.

The private enterprise sector has man-
aged the affairs of this country very well,
and until recently we had been used to
this form of management. We expected
full employment and enough commodities
to go around to meet the needs of every-
body. However, a few dissidents said
that was not good enough and they started
to cripple the private enterprise sector.
What the private enterprise sector has
done so well in the management of the
economy, the present Commonwealth
Government will undo in its term.

If we look at page 4 of the Common-
wealth Budget papers, which contains the
estimates of receipts and a summary of
estimated expenditure, and compare whas
appears there with what appears in the
Budget speech of the Commonwealth
Tycasurer we find a great number of
snomalies. In his speech the Common-
wealth Treasurer sald—

The cost to revenue of the new sys-
tem I have outlined cannot be as
simply summarised as is usually the
case. On 3 true “full year” basis, the
cost to revenue will be $205 million,

The combined effect of the taxation
measures I have outlined and of the
more accurate PAYE deductions
which they make possible will be a
substantial reduction in PAYE tax in-
stalments for most taxpayers from the
beginning of 1976, The precise instal-
ments to be applied will be determined
in due course, but I mention, for pur-
poses of illustration, that the rise in
the take-home pay of a wage-earner
with a dependent wife and two child-
ren, and earning between $100 and
$150 per week, will be well over $5 per
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week. There will be small rises-—gene-
rally of Jess than $1 per week in the
PAYE instalment deductions of some
taxpayers without dependants.

If we look at table ¢ of Budget paper
No. 4 of the Treasurer's document, we find
under the heading of “Estimates of re-
ceipts for the year ending 30th June,
1976" the following—

Estimate Reeeipts
197576 1974-75
hﬁ:?i‘:rild'::h (P.AY.E)  $3 653 000 000 SC 071 203 248

This 1is the relief the Commonwealth
Treasurer has given to the average em-
ployed taxpayer of the country—an extra
$2 612 million in taxation in a year!

Mr Mclver: It will buy a packet of
cigarettes!

Mr YOUNG: That might seem funny to
the honourable member but not to me,
In the same table the following also ap-
pears—

Eslimate Receipts
1075=70 1974-75

Individuals {Other) . 81657 000 000 81 042 725 620

The term “Individuals (Other)" means the
people who are not employed. It refers
to the self-employed people, but there is
to be no reduction or increase in income
tax for them. It is all very well for the
soclalist Opposition in this House to say
the Federal Budget 1s a marvellous Budget.
It is the employed person who Is being
ripped off; and it is the person whose
tax Is deducted at the source and who
recefves o group certificate at the end of
the year who Is ripped off to the exient
of $2612 million.

I wonder whether members opposite can
explain which Father Christmas will pay
this $2 612 million. Chbviously it is the
individual taxpayer who is employed; not
a company; nct some other Government,
and not Mr Khemianl. It is the indivi-
dual average taxpayer. That might sound
terrific to the people who support those
who have introduced the Budget, but not
to me,

It is very clear that Mr Hayden, the
Federal Treasurer, in framing the Budget
took Tmo notice of the report of the
Mathews committee which was appointed
by the Labor Government. It was ap-
pointzd becatse many people and organ-
isations, including the ACTU, said there
had to be a stop to the ridiculous escala-
tion of inflation. They said that inflation
caught up with people as their incomes
moved into higher brackets, with a conse-
quent increase in income tax, thereby
causing them to pay a disproportionate
amount of taxation. That was why the
Mathews commiitee was set up.

The report having come down in favour
of tax indexation—a prineciple which was
supported by the ACTU, a member of
which was a signatory to that report—
the proposal for tax indexation was com-
pletely ignored by the Commonwealth
Government.
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Mr Moiler: The Federal Treasurer gave
reasons as to why his Government could
not agree to it.

Mr YOUNG: With due respect to the
member for Mundaring, the Federal
Treasurer merely uttered words, as indi-
cated in the part of his speech dealing
with taxation. He did not give any rea-
sons at all. The people for whom the
Mathews report came out so strongly have
been sacrificed; they are the average tax-
payers who pay the tax as they earn. It
was hot through any decision of the aver-
age taxpayer that he moved into a higher
income bracket so that it would be possible
for him to pay for the increase in the
price of his groceries. He has to pay
higher taxes, and he has been sacrificed
by this Commonwealth Budget.

Ii the Commonwealth did intend to in-
troduce tax indexation it would have had
to be honest in the presentation of its
Budget speech, Instead of relying on
taxation to find the amount of $2 612 mil-
lion it was seeking to only half balance
its Budget, it would have to rely on
taxes which everybody could see quite
clearly, or else it would have to rely on
cuts in expenditure which it would not
implement.

I will give an example of the average
family man. Take the man on $5400 a
year, with a wife and two children. Under
the old system if he had only $250 worth
of additional conecessional deductions he
would have paid $503. Under this Budaet
with rebates and the general rebate of 2540
he will pay only $60, That Is the plain fact
of the matter. It gives him a saving nof
$443. That iz the obvious point in the Bud-
get which the Treasurer is trying to get
over. That is what it will save that tax-
payer per annum in income tax.

When we take into consideration the in-
creases in excise on beer, cigarettes, petrol,
and what-have-you, even a very moderate
man would be caught for $3 a week. There-
fore under this arrangement his total sav-
ing would be $291 on the Budget today as
written.

Mr Taylor: How many packets of ¢igar-
ettes and bottles of beer in terms of addi-
tional excise does that mean? Surely it
would be a tremendous amount.

Mr YOUNG: No it is not. The honour-
able member has failed to recognise some
of the subtleties in the Budget.

Mr Taylor: You referred only to those
items and mentioned $3 tax. That is a lot.

Mr YOUNG: It works out to an average
of six bettles of heer per week for the fam-
ily, an average of one packet of cigarettes
per day each for the hushand and wife, and
the normal moter travel in a ear which
averages around 20 miles to the galion, plus
an estimate of mine which includes $20 per
year for inereases in petroleum products,
The Treasurer admits that these costs will
increase as a result of his tax on crude oil
So it whittles the savings down to $291.
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Sir Charles Court: That assumes he does
not post any letters and does not have a
phone.

Mr YOUNG: That is right. He would not
be able to afford it.

My Moiler: And does not use electricity.

Mr YOUNG: Bui his inflation is running
at 20 per cent. This is where the crunch
comes in. This is what the Treasurer is not
telling us, but it is something we must
take into account.

Inflation of 23 per cent is written into
the Budget. It is written into it, is ac~
cepted, and is accounted for. The Budget
is geared to it. Because the rebate remains
exactly the same whether a person earns
$4 million a week or $20 a week, that man
will find himself at the end of the year on
an income of $6200, and that will be a
naked $280 more in tax. The advantages
are gone. He is getting them now, but not
later, The Treasurer is giving them now to
the fellow on that income with two child-
ren and a wife. He considers he will save
$291, but by the end of the year that has
gone because the rebate does not change.
Therefore that naked increase of tax robs
him of everything he hag got in rebates,
in zdditlon to which he will be facing the
normal day-to-day problems of all the
other inflationary factors in the economy.

Now let us shift away from the classic
example of the married man on which the
Treasurer hinged his entire Budget, and
let us consider on the same income the
sinzle man and woman whose existence is
certainly not discouraged in any shape or
form by the Commonwealth Government.
If a single person—and there are
mahy thousands of them in the community
as members probably know—is on the same
income of $5 400 a year, and let us assume
he has a deduction of a moderate $400 a
year, under the old system he would have
paid $680 in tax., Under the new system
he will be levied $1 350 in tax. He would
get a rebate of %540 and therefore pay a
net $810, so he is $130 worse off hefore he
does anything in regard to paying exeise or
before inflation even touches him.

My Clarko: And when wages go up 20
per cent he will be further behind.

Mr YOUNG: That is so, as will be the
case with a married man.

Mr Moiler: Obviously if the Premier—

Mr YOUNG: It would be a better idea if
the member for Mundaring were to listen
to me. T can recall the time when the
former member for Merredin-Yilgarn (Mr
Brown) exhorted the last Budget, or the
onz beiore the last, introduced by the Com-
monwealth Government. When I spoke I
said to him, "“You have just lost your seat.”
If the member for Mundaring does not
believe that is the reason he lost his seat,
he should ask the present member for Mer-
redin-Yilgarn what cost the former mem-
ber his seat.
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Mr Moiler: It certainly was not that.

Mr YQUNG: It was not the Common-
wealth Budget? Have you also got falries
at the bottom of yowr garden?

Mr Moiler: Have a look at the redistri-
bution of boundaries.

Mr Bateman: Be factual.
of tripe!

Mr YOUNG: Ii is starting to work!

If we add the $150 amount for the in-
creased excise and $130 which the indi-
vidual single taxpayer will be up for in
tax, he is $280 worse off in a year,
before he starts fighting the inflation
to which the member for EKarrinyup
referred., In fact, if his concessional de-
ductions under last year's taxable situa-
tion amounted to $1 350 which many re-
sponsible young men have because they
are providing for their future, he would
be in fact $337 a year worse off, plus the
%150, which would he $570 a year.

This Budget will really hit the taxpayer
on the 1st January, 1876. The single man
will be the worst hit by the Budget because
he will be $377 worse off in a year, but
he will have to catch it all up in six
months. It does not take long to work
out that it will cost him $15 extra a week
from the lst January to the 30th June to
catch up that amount and from then on
the extra will be about $7-odd a week if
things are not worse then than they are
now. Yet Mr Hayden, the Federal Treas-
urer, said that there will be small rises
generally of less than $1 a week on the
pay-as~you-earn instalment deductions of
some taxpayers without dependants! That
Is a clever observation!

The Commonwealth Government has an
chligation to warn those people, even if
they do not want to admit it to them-
selves, that they will have to make scme
provision for the tax bill they will receive
in 1976 or at least make some provision
ta save up for what they will be faced
with on the 1st January, 1976, because it
will be difficult to rip that sort of
money off a single person.

If we take a single person in the north-
west, with a zone allowance, earning a
large salary of $10 000 a year—and many
of those fellows up there, working very
hard, do earn around that amount—ac-
cording to my calculations he will be in
the vicinity of $344 worse off. If we take
into consideratlon the Increased excise
costs in the north-west, in the zone A
situation it could be anywhere around
$200 more next year, so he will be in the
vicinity of $600 a year worse off,

The higher the income goes—and ob-
viously the rebate remains exactly the
same—the more the Budget will tell
egainst the taxpayer, and in these days
of inflation that means each and every
one of the people in the community be-
cause incomes are going up. The Com-
monwealth Government has accepted the

What a lot
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fact that they are going up, because it
has built the Increased factor into the
Budget. Consequently, as & result, every-
one will be hit by the Budget.

Another side effect of the Budget is the
$540 rebate which the Commonwealth
Government is now to give to every
taxpayer, whether or not he is spending
the money in a manner which would
Justify a concessional deduction. That
rebate will affect the life assurance com-
panles in this country and, in turn, it
will affect every facet of production and
investment. One of the greatest motiva-
tions for investment in life assurance was
the tax deductibility of the premium. The
present attitude of the Commonwealth
Government will affect that form of in-
vestment. I must admit the Common-
wealth Government has been consistent
in its attitude. It has never shifted from
its diabolical down-the-line approach. Its
attitude is; Do not worry about working or
saving, you will be looked after. Under the
new scheme of rebate every taxpayer will
be able to deduct $540. If his taxation
amounts to $540 he will receive a rebate
of the same amount and will pay no tax.
A person will not have to invest his money
or channel it to a life assurance society;
he will simply recelve the deduction.

Mr Clarko: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is trying to destroy private in-
surance, is it not?

Mr Bateman: So it ought to.

Mr YOUNG: For the benefit of mem-
bers opposite I would point out that much
of the development in some areas of Aus-
tralia is as a resull of investment by life
assurance societles, Employment has been
generated because many people have in-
vested their savings in life assurance com-
panles.

Mr Bateman: They soak the community,
that is what they do.

Mr YOUNG: It is all very well to talk
in terms of soaking the community, but
who ends up with the money? I fackled
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition on
this matter a couple of years ago.

Mr Bateman: The life assurance com-
panies end up with the money; they al-
most control the country.

Mr YOUNG: Who ends up with the
money?

Mr Batemsan: The life assurance com-
panies.

Mr YOUNG: The people who are insured
end up with the money.

Mr Jamieson: That shows how
you know about it,

The SPEAKER: Qrder!

Mr Bateman: Life assurance companies
are like bookmakers; they cannot lose.
The member opposite has not done his
homework.

The SPEAEER: Order!
78}
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Mr YOUNG: The life assurance societies
of this country are mutual societies and
they are owned by the policy holders.

Mr Jamieson: They are money mono-
polies.

Mr YOUNG: The money goes back to
the policy holders. Also, the investment
of huge sums of money creates employ-
ment for the sort of people represented
by the member for Swan and by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition—before
they were members of Parliament—as
trade unionists. The workers were able
to obtain employment because of invest-
ments by the assurance companies. How
much employment is created by the atti-
tude of the present Commonwealth Gov-
ernment? Absolutely none.

Members on the other side seem to be-
lieve in the free lunch system; that a free
lunch will turn up somewhere around the
place. There is no free lunch; it has to
be paid for.

Mr McIver: Who finances the hire-pur-
chase companies? Do not tell me the
money does not come from the life assur-
ance companies, at a high rate of interest,

Mr YOUNG: Most of the monhey comes
from private investment and banks,

Mr Meclver: Yes, and the assurance
companies are making a profit.

Mr YOUNG: Do they lend the money
for nothing?

Mr Bateman: No, they do not.

Mr YOUNG: If the member opposiie
invests his money does he not get some-
thing back?

Mr Jamieson: They double charge for
their money.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Just try to cash your
bonus and see how much you get.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Scarborough.

Mr Jamieson: Members opposite do not
know which side they are on.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr YOUNG: To return to the subject of
the increase in total pay-as-you-earn tax,
members oh the other side have to face
up to the fact—as does the Commonwealth
Government—that the increase of over
$2 600 million has to come from some-
where. Obviously, the money will come
from inflation. The loudest voice in this
Chamber will not change the situation.
The money will be gained as a result of
inflation because, once again, this Govern-
ment’s Budget is based on inflation, It can-
not manage the affairs of the nation with-
out causing inflation. It cannot, in any
way, keep its promises without infla-
tion. It is part of the Commonwealih
Government’s basic philosophy; it is de-
liberative and diabolical.



2314

Any Government can spend any amount
of money on any single aspect of any
Budget which it brings forward provided
it accepts any rate of inflation. In such
a situation the Government can act as
though it is Father Christmas.

Mr Bateman: How long has inflation
been with us?

Mr YOUNG: Never at this rate, If we
were talking in terms of an Inflation rate
of 5 per cent, 6 per cent, or 7 per zent,
I can assure the member for Canning I
would not be speaking in this manner.

Mr Bateman: I am sincere. Inflation

is & dirty word created by your Govern-
ment and by your people,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr YOUNG: The member for Canning
certainly reminds me of Mrs Whitlam,
She said we invented the word “inflation”.
It was said to be a dirty word and if the
newspapers did not talk ahout it no-one
would notice it!

The deficit Budgets of the Commeon-
wealth Government have totalled $5 658
million in a period of three years. That
is a greater deficit than all previous defi-
cits in the entire history of the nation. It
is thousands of millions of dollars more.

Mr Bateman: Has inflation occurred in
any other country of the world? Is it only
in Australia? What abkout England, Hol-
land, and Germany?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr YOUNG: For the edification of the
member for Canning, the United States
has brought its inflation rate down fto
about 13 per cent.

Mr Jamieson: And taken the unemploy-
ment rate up.

Mr YOUNG: Germany has got the infla-
tion rate down to about 8 per cent. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has said
that the unemployment rate has gone up.
Once again, members opposite think that
Father Christmas lives in Canberra. How-
ever, the trade union leaders are going to
the Commonwealth Government and ask-
ing what the hell it intends to do about
the situation.

Mr Jamieson: You would not care how
many were unemployed gs long as you
solved inflation.

Mr Clarko: There will be half a mil-
lion unemployed by Christmas.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr A. R. Tonkin: The member should
tead the latest edition of The Economist;
it is worth reading.

Mr YOUNG: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition does not seem to have accepted
the fact that inflation increased with the
present Commonwealth Government.

Mr Jamieson: Inflation would have oc-
curred irrespective of which Government
was in Canberra. Any decent banker in
the country will tell you that.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Mr Clarko: It would never have In-
creased to Iits present extent except for
your mob.

Mr Jamieson:
paper.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-
her for Scarborough resume his seat. There
is an increasing tendency during this de-
bate for a chorus of interjections. I do
not mind so much when one member inter-
jects, but that interjection should not
trigger off an immediate interjection from
sormebody else. The Speaker cannot
handle a chorus of interjections. A chaotic
situation has developed. I have asked
members to watch the situation in the
past, and again I ask them to do so. The
member for Scarborough.

Mr Jamieson: He cannot handle his own
case.

Mr YOUNG: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has not accepted the fact that
irrespective of the reason for inflation it is
in the same proportion to unemployment.

Mr Jamieson: Not necessarily,

Mr YOUNG: Well, the Commonwealth
Government 1s aware that infiation and
unemployment run at exactly the same
rate. The Deputy Leader of the Oppaosition
can check the figures if he does not be-
lleve me. An increase of 1 per cent in In-
flation increases unemployment by 10000,

Mr Jamieson: That is a lot of ridiculous
nonsense,

Mr YOUNG: The sacialists say we
should let inflation run because the longer
it runs, the harder it runs, the quicker it
will reach everyone in the community.
That is the simple plain fact of the matter
and that is the sort of Trades Hall think-
ing which is ruining the country at the
moment, Who is running the country? If
there were a real economist running the
country we would not be in this situation.

Mr Jamieson: You would be in exactly
the same situation whatever Government
was in power in Australia.

Mr YOUNG: I hope that very soonh we
wiil have an opportunity to find out.

Mr Jamieson: If Fraser carried out the
Budget he proposed we would be a darned
sight worse off.

Mr YOUNG: Let me assure the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that the loudest
sereamer when we take the Treasury
kenches in Canberra will be the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. Consider the
fiasco caused by a deficit of $5 658 million
in three wvears: he will ask, “Why didn’t
yvou fix it overnight? You couldn’t fix it.”

Mr Jamieson: You are saying you could
fix it overnight.

Mr YOUNG: As a further example of the
total acceptance of the Commonwealth
Government in relation to inflation bud-
geting we will have a look at sales tax,

Read last Saturday's
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Sales tax was not mentioned in Mr Hay-
den’s speech, There was no percentage in-
crease in sales tax; therefore 1t is obvious
the percentage of sales tax applicable to
every item has not increased. But the
Commonwealth Government has budgeted
for an increase of $270 milllon—once
again, strangely enough, an increase of
235 per cent which represents $19 for
every man, woman, and child in the
country.

Pay-roll tax has not increased at all but
in the Australian Capital Territory and the
Northern Territory, where the Common-
wealth Government can impose pay-roll
tax, there will be an increase of 33 per
cent. If we read deeply into that it- be-
comes very clear what kind of income the
Commonwealth Government is expecting,
not only from pay-as-you-earn taxation
and pay-roll tax but also from Increases
in wages and, obviously, in prices.

The Budget deficit of the Commonwealth
Government in 1973-74 was $293 million.
In 1974-75 it was $2 567 miilion after being
rigged. In 1975-76 the Commonwealth
Government has budgeted for a deficit of
$2798 million, That makes a total of
$5 658 million in three years, I pointed out
that is over $3 000 million more than the
Budget deficits of the Liberal-Country
Party Government over a period of 23
years, and it is probably higher by at least
$2 000 million than the entire Budget de-
ficits of the nation since it became a nation.

The worst feature is that the 1974-75
final accounts were not even true because
according to the Treasury the deficit in
July ran at about $750 million. We all
know it did not run at $750 million, he-
cause that would mean a deficit of $9 000
million for 1975-76, and not even the pre-
sent Commonwealth Government is as mad
as that. What has obviously happened s
that at the end of June, 1975, the Common-
wealth Government was in a situation
where it could not pay its bills, so it held
hack the cheques, The Budget deficit at
June, 1875, was not $2 567 million; it was
about $500 millicn more than that. So the
Commonwealth Government paid the
cheques in July, which made the deficit for
July over $750 million. That is a straight
case of lying to the people. It cannot he
anything else. I know it is not & parliamen-
tary term but I c¢all it hoodwinking or
something else.

The SPEAKER.: It would be better if you
said "misrepresenting’’.

Mr Meclver: Withdraw it.

Mr YOUNG: I will withdraw it. I said I
knew it was not a parliamentary term. I
will say it was straightout malicious mis-
representation,

The effect of continually budgeting for
a deficit is obvious to anybody who has to
work ouft a personal budget. Common-
wealth and State Governments are no dif-
ferent, One cannot keep on spending $5
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when one Is earning $4; and that is what
the Commonweajth Government is doing.
It is saying, “Inflation will hide it; the
people will not wake up to it. We can hide
it with this and that.” But the fact of the
matter is a Government can continue to
budget on a deficit basis only for so long,
until the disparity between production and
infiation becomes obvious.

A dollar in this country, or in any coun-
try in the world with proper economic
management, must be backed by produc-
tion. If it is not backed by production the
obvious thing that happens next is infla-
tion. Inflation makes the tax dollar com-
pletely false because the tax dollar which
a person is paying becomes worthless and
he has to keep on paying more and more.
That is obvious from Budget paper No.
4, to which I referred, in which the Com-
monwealth Government has accepted the
fact that $2 612 million more will be paid
in taxation this vear. As a result of this
the snake swallows 1ts tail and we get more
inflation.

Not only have we not funded Medibank but
we also have a $2 800 million deficit, and
Medibank makes up half of that. We have
not only failed to fund Medibank by $1 400
million, but in addition to failing to fund
this grand and glorious scheme every per-
son in Australia will be up for another $256
a head this year. Lo and behold, every-
thing everyone was trying to tell the Com-
monwealth Government and Mr Haydeh,
the author of this deficit Budget, has come
true. Finally, the people running Medi-
bhank have realised the costs will go up.
It 15 stated in today’s issue of The West
Australion that Medibank administration
costs are likely to go up because there
are more claims than were expected. Is
that not sweet? We have a Treasurer who
was the author of Medibank and the
author of thls Budget document, and
he is so natve and sweet he did
not expect that would happen, I do
not believe for one minute he is s0 dumb.
He is giabolical; he is clever; he is cun-
ning; and he does not miss a trick.

Mr Bertram: Whom are you speaking
about now—the Premier? He will discipline
you quickly.

Mr ¥YOUNG: In addition to taxation and
inflation, the States’ programmes for works
will be drastically cut this year. They will
have to be cut because the amounts avail-
able for school building programmes, hous-
ing, and roads have been dramatically re-
duced. We will be in real trouble. That is
purely my estimate. I might be wrong and
I will concede it very readily if I am; but
I think in six months’ time it will be found
I am right.

The rate of increased costs for a stage 1
high school is $1 000 a day. The amount
of money to be made avallable to this
State by the Commonwealth for school
building programmes has decreased in
money terms by 36 per cent and in real
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terms by about 50 per cent. With infia-
tion costs in the building industry run-
ning at about 30 per cent, We can imagine
where that leaves the school building
programme.

Mr Skidmore: I was under the impres-
sion you thought inflation was a State
matter.

Mr YOUNG: Inflation is the problem of
the person who has the purse-strings of
the Commonwealth Goevernment.

Mr Bertram: Your Premier does not
agree with that.

Mr YOUNG: It is, if members would
like me to elaborate on it. State Gov-
ernments, given the opportunity to per-
form, can scolve the problem by themselves.
All that members of the Opposition party
have to do is take the honds off and we
will perform and fix up inflation. Give us
& chance to get back on the job, Give us
a chance to get one north-west shelf pro-
jeet off the ground. But no, it cannat be
done, hecause it s the people’s oil, but they
cannot use it; they are not allowed to do
anything with it. We are not allowed to do
anything with the gas; it is the people's
gas. It is the people’s land; it is the
peaple’s paradise, according to members
on the other side.

We are not allowed to touch our hatural
resources or to use them, We may develop
them only a la R. FP. X, Connor, and that
is all

Mr Skidmore:
development?

Mr YOUNG: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment,

Mr Skidmore: I thought it was you.

Mr YOUNG: I see, so the honourable
member would rather that we were pushed
from that side, As I recall, when I was
sifting on the Opposition benches, the
then Premiey (the present Leader of the
Opposition) refused to take a case to the
High Court in regard to offshore oil. He
refused with the support of everycne
in the Oppesition at that time., When the
Labor Party members were on this side,
they said, “What is the use; you cannot
do anything about it. The Commonwealth
Government will win,” I know the legal
eagles told us all about the technicalities,
blét ttechnicalities are what the law is all
about,

Mr Jamieson: No.

Mr YOUNG: On many occasions the
member for Boulder-Dundas has sald that
the golden thread running through law is
what the words say. That is the pure
technicality of it—what the words say.

Mr Hartrey: That is not a technicality.

Mr YOUNG: Perhaps I should have used
the words “common sense” rather than
the word “technicality”. That is fair com-
ment. However, until we have a judement
from the High Court, who is to say we

Who is stopping the
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should not challenge the Commonwealth
Government?

Mr Skidmore: What I say i5: you made
the challenge, you are forcing the play.

Mr YOUNG: What the member for Swan
is saying is, “If Mr Connor would let us
get on with the job of developing our re-
sources, we could get on with it.”

Mr Skidmore: That is not what the
member for Swan says.

Mr YOUNG: Oh no?

Mr Bertram: Is it not usual to tackle
the Federal Treasurer in his own Cham-
ber and not 3 000 miles away?

Mr O'Neil: He is not far enough away.

Mr YOUNG: I believe this document
deserves to be attacked from every point
in the land, including this House, the
Upper House in this State, the Senate, on
the Esplanade and on the Domain in Syd-
ney.

Mr Bertram: In the future you wiil not
have any objection to our attacking Min-
isters in their absence from this Cham-
ber. You will have no objection to that.

Mr YOUNG: That is an absurd state-
ment, especially from a man who is sup-
posed to have a trained mind.

Mr Bertram: There is no need to he
insulting—be logical.

Several members jnterjected.

Mr YOUNG: In regard to the allocation
of housing funds, the amount of money to
be given to the State this year for this
purpose is about the same as last year.
However, if we consider the present In-
crease attributable to inflation—even at
the modest rate of arcund 22 per cent sug-
gested by the Commonwealth Treasurer
—we do not have to explain that housing
finance will not go very far next year.

I helieve local authorities will have some
troubles in regard to road funds.

Mr Moiler: Just because the State keeps
ripping it all off them.

Mr Bertram: What do you suggest we
should do—hike up road expenditure and
build up inflation?

Mr YOUNG: What are we to cut down
on?

Mr Shalders; Medibank.

Mr YOUNG: That is only $1 400 million
—a mere pittance when considered in the
total.

Mr Bertram: If people did not have
Medibank, they would have to pay into
hospital benefits. What is the difference?

Mr YOUNG: The final words of my mo-
tion are these—

For these and other reasons the
Whitlam Government is to be con-
demned for failing to properly man-
age the affairs of the nation.

One of the things members opposite should
remember, and one of the questions the
Commonwealth Government must ask itself
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is: What sort of a nation are we? Have we
really reached the stage where this sort
of thing could happen In three years to
e fairly reasonably hard-working nation?
The people do not deserve the problems
which have been foisted upon them by this
Commonwealth Government.

Mr Hartrey: Do you remember the Lyons
Government in 19347

Mr YOUNG: The average Australian is
not impressed with being unemployed—
he does not particularly like it.

Mr Davies: The average Australian is
not unemployed.

Mr YOUNG: That is a very good and
pertinent comment. The average Austra-
Itan is not unemployed because at this
stage a small percentage only of the work
force is unemployed. However, I have been
trying to make these points—

(a) We should not have anywhere
near the percentage of unemployed
that we do have, and

(b) Unless the policies of the Com-
monwealth Government are cur-
tatled to some extent, the average
person in this country will be un-
employed.

So many people are unemployed at the
moment—

Mr Barnett: What about 19337

Mr YOUNG: -—including many who
would far rather be employed. We have
reached the stage where we are accepting
the faet that in this nation we cannot get
away from an unemployment problem. I
know members opposite have accepted the
Iact that we cannot do anything about it.

Mr Bateman: That is not so. Pui the
Tonkin Government back, and we will do
something about it.

Mr YOUNG: From the comments I heard
throughout the whole of my speech, I be-
lieved that Opposition members had vir-
tually accepted the fact that nothing could
be done about it. The only people in this
country who can solve the problem are
those who actually produce goods. The
Government produces nothing; computers
do not produce; and academics who decide
Government policy do not produce any-
thing. The only people who produce any-
thing in this nation are the ones out there
working, producing, and endeavouring to
keep on producing. However, to produce
they must have a joh; to create jobs there
must be industry; and to establish industry
there must be encouragement and profii.
There must be something for which it is
worth having industry and a job. Until the
Commonwealth Government accepts that
fact, no solution is possible. I am sure that
come March, April, or May next year, when
the real effects of this Budget are known to
everyone in the country, the Common-
wealth Government will accept it, but by
God, it will be too late.

Mr Bertram: What will happen then?
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Mr YOUNG: With a deficit at that stage
of something around $5 600 million for the
three years, the nation will take so long to
haul itself out of the quagmire, i{ will be
an interminable hard slog for the people
who did not desire to he put in this posi-
tion in the first place. It was a grand soc-
ialist scheme, but it is almost huried and,
thank God, for the people of the nation
it will not be too far in the future when
such incompetent moments of madness will
be behind us. I thoroughly urge members
of this Chamber to support the motion,

Mr Bertram: You should not condemn
socialism when you practice it,

The SPEAKER: Is there a seconder?
Mr CLARKO: I second the moticn.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J. T,
Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—Pre-
mier) [10.47 p.m.]l: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 2nd
September.

Question put and passed,
House adjourned ot 10.48 p.m.

Hegialative Couuril

Tuesday, the 2nd September, 19756

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. ¥. Grif-
fith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (9) ON NOTICE.

1. BUSSELTON HIGH SCHOOL
Adjoining Land

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Education:

(1) Does the Minister intend resuming
the 3% acres owned by a Mr A,
Scott angd adjoining the Busselton
High School, for use by the
school?

(2) If nat, what is the Government’s
intentign in respect of this area of
land?

The Hon. G, C. MacKINNON replied:
(1) No.

(2} The Education Department has
no current plans, which involve
Mr Scott's land, for the school.



